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PREFACE 

An attempt has been made in this book to trace the political 

activities and the part played by Muslim women of the subcontinent 

in the struggle for independence in collaboration with the All-India 

Muslim League. It is, however, not claimed to give a complete 

picture of the role played by them in the hecti_c days of the politi­
cal struggle against British imperialism and the Hindu dominance. 

Suffice it to say that every effort has been made to consult the 

contemporary material available in Labore such as newspapers, jour­

nals. pamphlets, and other source-material on Pakistan Movement. 
Some of the women leaders who were active in the Pakistan Move­

ment were interviewed and others were contacted through corre­
spondence to 9et first-hand information. 

At the initial stages of the task it was hoped to cover Muslim 
women's political r<'le on the All-Tndia basis but later on due to 
the non-availability .,f sufficient source-material it was felt feasible 

to concentrate on their activities in the Muslim majority areas 

where their role had been constant and continuous. The book has 
been divided into four chapters. Chapter I deals briefly with the 
social, educational and other activities of the Mu~lim women from 

the advent of the Mugbuls to the middle of the 1930's. This only 
creates a background view of their social and educational condition 
in India. In Chapter II, Ill and IV Part (I) Muslim women's 

political activities have been discussed during the period 1937-47 

Part II of Chapter IV gives a brief account of the political activities 

•• 
Vil 
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of Jhe Muslim women in the · North-West Frontier Province 

during 1946-47. In Appendix A, brief biographical sketches of 
Muslim women leaders have been given. This list of women leaders 

is, however, not claimed to IS"e a comprehensive one. 

I am greatly indebted to my worthy teacher Cb. Umar 

Mahmood Wathra, formerly Lecturer in the Department of History. 

University of the Punjab, for bis valuable guidance and the pains 

he took in thoroughly revising the manuscript. I must record my 

earnest gratitude to Professor Sb. Abdur Rashid and Mr. Rafique 
Afi.al whoae atlectionate and friendly guidance throu1hout this work 

was available to me. 

I also take this opportunity of acknowledging my_ gratitude 

to Dr. S. M. Iler.am, Vice-President, and Dr. ·M: Jahaogir Kha_n. 
Director, Research Society of Pakistan for their sustained interest 

in this work. My thanks are due to Professor Mirza Maqbool Beg 
Badakhshani, Mr. Muhammad Shafique Alvi, Lecturer, Islamia 
. 
College, .Lahore, _and Mr. _Khawar Nabi who rendered help at the 

various stages of this project. 

Lahore, 

15 August 1969. 
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. CH~fTER I 

. . ..• . . . 
, 

. . . . . --... 

: . . 'fpe :IJ:ist~r-y _of the Muslims in th, ln4o-Pa~\Jf4P ~\\l;>c;~~~\1,1c,~ 
i~,·.l .. ~QCt.1)·CUltural phenomenon o,f far-reac~iog ~:9i,~9<\"-c~cc;s. ~~ 
~~~~tion Qf -the- Indian civilisation owes ~-,~eal 4~~\ tq t\\~ ¥us.{IQ 
r1,1-l~. in th,i~ P4\ft of the world. Ap~rt from tb.eir rgilit~rY, aqc\ PQ•itl~l 

. . . .. . . . 
i.rl_~titµtion~. t1'eir literary and arti~tic traditions w~re transP,lante~ o~ . . . . 

1h, cqJture of t_lJ.e people of the subcontinent. Th~_y pro~_ucea sQm~ 
. . . . ' 

of the world's greatest rulers. Islamic civilisation infused a new . . .. . . . . . 

v_i1;r~1r int o the hitherto dead arteries of the l~dian ~~,t~e. The 

establishment of the Muslim rule in tb, su~tiq~at~ gpcl pftt\,fP.§ 
of culture evolved by them are interwoven in the ta:xtur~ of Indian 
civilisation · and are of great significance in the history of the world 
civilisation. 

. 
For a meaningful study of this develo1>ment we have selected 

· an ·activity which has hitherto remained untouched. The role of the 
: i~dian . ~om~n, for example, despite ail their sociaf and traditio~al 

disabilities is·a significant field of study withouJ ~~!eh tfle story ,pf the 

Muslim rule in the subcontiunt WR1'ld be ap incQmpt~t• flDd drab 
picture. · . ·. : · 

, , .- ... , j~~~I!-. _!,~f~re the Tim~i(js cam~ iP,to ~owcr ·ill ~n~ia, th~i~ 

~:9f1C!1 h~4 attai~~d pr9fic~en~y in_ ~h~ :~e,alni ~f. ~r~i~~ic _a~d li~erary 

pursuits. A~~~w,-H~~it,_, .. ~~~r.. -~~9~0 :~~ '. ~!l~~~,. -~~n~. wife o( 
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Amir Taimur, knew Cbinese1 in addition to her knowledge of Turkish, 
Persian and Arabic. Sbe compiled two books, one on the conquests 
of Amir Taimur and the other on Turkish women.2 She was also 
an accomplished musician. 

Babur, the founder of the Mugbul empire, was a most attrac .. 
tive personality. He wrote his autobiography in such a lively and 
simple style that it set a standard for autobiographical literature. 
His daughter, Gulbadan Begum, had a firm command over Turkish 
and Persian.3 She gives a good account of the dismal career of her 
brother Humayun, and of the social, cultural and historical events 
of the reigns of Babur and Humayun in her Humayun Nama.• Oul• 
rukh Begum, another daughter of Ba bur from Salih Sultan Begum, 
was also a poet' and of her daughter, Salima Sultan Begum, Jaban• 

. . . 

gir wrote with admiration in his Tuzuk . ·According to him no woman 
could surpass Salima Sultan in ability and literary taste.6 He praises 
her for her natural qualities and accomplishments. She kept a sizeable 
library and composed Persian verse under the nom de plume Mathfi.1 

On the death of her husband, Bairam Khan, she married Akbar. 
Janan Begum, wife of Prince Danyal, was another well-read lady. She 

1. Sayyid Zahur-ul-Hasan, B~gmat-i-Khandan-i-Tai,,,urlya kl Sawanilt 
Umrlyan (Urdu). Delhi, 1927, p. 10. 

2, Ibid, p. 11. 
. 3. Sayyid Sabah-ud-Din Abdur Rahman, Bazm-i-Taimurlya (Urdu),.4nmp,ti, 

1948, p. 436; Talmurl Shahzadlyon ka I/mi Zauq (Urdu), in Ma'ari/, Azamgarh, No. 

S, Vol. 49, J.anuary to June 1942, p. 338. 
4. This book was translated into English by Anneto S. Beveridge and 

published in London in 1902 along with its _Persian text. The t1anslator has 

given a detailed account of Oulbadan Begum and other Timurid prinoce and 

princesses. 
S. Bazm-1-Talmurlya, p. 439; 

'Talmurl Shahzadlyon ka I/ml Ztlllll, p. 341. 
6. Mirza Muhammad Hadi, Tuzuk-l-Jaha111iri , A.ligarh, 1864, p. 114. 

The original vcnion is as follows : 

- ->_,:;_. C"': -~ ..:.J.ili _, .r1 Jl.:i. lJ-1 i)lij J~ _ .1::.~-I.> ~IJT ., •• ,:, o~ ~ tAt 
. . . . 

7. Maulvl Abdur Rahim, Ma'tulr-ul-Umara, vol. I, Calcutta, 1887, p. 37f; . . . 
5ayyid Ali Hasan Khin, SMl>lrl-Glllsluut, Bhopal, 1878, p.394. · 
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baa . the credit of writing comm~tary on the Holy Quran.a Nur 
Jahan, the charming consort of Jahangir, was the most accomplished, 
cultured and refined lady of her time. Jahangir was captivated not 
only by her beauty but also by her highly sophisticated literary taste, 
refinement and sagacity in matters of the State. She was a good 
poet of Persian and patronised the Court poets.9 A pioneer in taste 
and elegance, she became the embodiment of the Indo-Persian culture 
of the period and all that was the best in it. 

Arjumand .Dano Begum, popularly known as Mumtaz Mahal, 
wife of Shah Jahan, to whose loving memory the emperor dedicated 
·one of the noblest monuments, the Taj Mahal, was a symbol of 
Persian literary traditions. Her eldest daughter, Jaban Ara Begum 
was a highly educated woman. She venerated the Ulama and the 

' Sufis and composed her own epitapb.10 She was a poet as well as an 
author for she wrote a book entitled the Muni1-ul-Arwah 11 and the 
Rualoh Sahlbiyya. 

The austere Aurangzeb, who had but little taste for poetry and 
art, could not prevent his own daughters from such pursuits. His 
elder daughter Zeb-un-Nisa Begum was a scholar of Persian and 
Arabic. She memorised the Quran at a very young age and it was 
under her guidance and initiative that the Tafseer-ul-Kabir was 
trana1ate1 into Persian by Mulla Safi-ud-Din Ardbili. 12 She main• 
tained a magnificent library and her household was a centre of 
__,;,, ____ _ 

8. Bazm-i-Taim11riya, p. 442. 

9. Ibid, p. 445; Taimuri Shahzadiyon ka I/mi Zauq, p. 347. 

It is said that she also wrote under the pseudonym Makhji. (Ma'tuir-ul­
Umara, vol. I, p. 134). Nawab Qasim Khan Danish, husband of' 

her real sister Maneeja Begum, flourished at the Court. 

10. Iv- ;I.:,.. ~ .l..!~ ...i •..r."' ~ 

..::-1 ~ .i:( I.P""'t vl:-!_,&, J,~ .rJ S" 
11. It contains the life sketches of Muslim saints such as Hazrat Khwaja 

Moin-ud-Din Chishti, Shaikh Hamid-ud-Din Nagori, Hazrat Qutb-ud-Din Bakhtiar 
ICati, Hatrat Farid-ud-Din Oanj Shakar, Hazrat Ni.zam-ud-Din Aulia and Hazrat 
Naeir-ud-Dln Chiragh Delhvi. 

12. Muhammad Saql Mustaid IChan, Ma'aslr•l-Ala"'6lri, 
Blb.fJndica, C•lcutta, 18'70-3 p. 539. 
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.. 
lntnirig . . A~ctiag-10 the ~uth-ov.::ofs the .. M,a?a:,if-i•Al-..,gt,iw I~: 
library wa• the, ·. 1-ae. of .. whi~ no .. 1nao ·h,as- :seen ,~3 · lioi: -st~.4~; 
Zccnat-ua-Nisa Begum-,. B11d,--1·-Ni.s1f ·:Begum a11d .. Zubd~t-uirJll-i_s.a· 

Bcg11m · ·were abo weff. .. :read women.-· · Badr-un-.N.is~ Beaun1-. w~-a 
hafizah as well. Aceorcnng to !he· altth~r of the. Subh-4-Gul~ 

Zcenat-un-Nis& Begum was,. a J)«t .. and -/tqfj.aa/, . aG~: :.·b•i" · :Llw.t 
. . 

Zeeria~ul-Ma!ilaji:ditt·~ftli.14- . · · ., . .. , . , .. 'i . · .. . -.. . 

Mughul women wei'~ ~it bout exception: de~o~'t'. :Milsli'ms: . ~tiii 
as a religiou& 41.a1y wilt ~ana constr\lcte.d ·•~- These 
schools were provi<W wita te,idcr,tial quarter'i · f.>., the s;tud:e.1t,._ 

I here was a spacio\lS mosque in the city of Delhi built .t>,.'lu--u:i-N• 
and was known a, Alr.bara.badi Mo:.que. Th.is mosque W@l, . ~nou,,e< 
td by a school and l!.ostol bwildiajs .. Another example of, the Taim•• 

women' s inclination towards ed110atio11 appeared· in the sltape o{ a 
first-rate m'adra1sa known as the Madraisa-i-Khair-ul-Manazi/; 1> . It 
was built by Maham Begum at Delhi along with a ~lif111I moique. 
Likewise when Shah Jaban's eldest daughter, Jahao Ara Began1, cons­

tructed a moique in Agrn, ~he also built a madrassa along with it .16 

After Aurangzeb, tho Mughul empire gradually fel~ to · pieces 
and its past glory vanished. Nevertheles, , royal ladies contioueJ -to 

pursue their literary and educational interests . AhmaJ -un-Ni .a,.. wife 

·of Farrukh Siyar, and Khajaata Sultana, wife of Rafi-ud-Dn.ajat, 

were both educated and tu!tured ladies. Zeenat-un-Nisa· 8eg¥-m, 
daughter of Na\vab Ahma·:I Quli Khan, was al,o an educated lady 

.~nd she took upon herself t be responsibility of e j ucating other girls 

ofthe locality she lived in. She -.va; marrieJ to Abu Zafar Bahadur 
• 

Shah, the last Mughul Emperor, an.I wa~ given tho title of Nawab 
Zeenat Mahal. Well versed in \varfare, she hersolfcommanded a 

-------
13. The original version of the author (Ma'asir-i-Alamgiri. p. 509) runs as 

follows: 

~4 o.>...l,,.:;.) ~ ~1 .;li:1 .s. ;, y. .~ .. i .) J w I.,;. y\;S'" ~ J'(.,.. ;.:.' 

14. Ali Hasan, op. ·cit., p. 191. . ·- · • • 

15. Sayyid Ahmad Khan, Asar-us-Su11adid (Urdu). 

Lucknow, lli6, p, 47 ;• B•Mt·i•TIIIJllff,)'tl, 11- "41 . · .. : • · . · 

16. Bazm-i-Taimur/ya, p. 4SS; 'r.al1'fllr/tll;aM•fiJ'..,, k4 n., Zal#I, p. 356. 
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company of soldiers in the War of Independenc! , 1857. She was 

deported to Rangoon along with the King.17 
.. 

·· Nawab Taj Ara Begum, n1ot1>.er of Wnjid Ali Sheh the last 
. . 

killg of AWMih, was a courageous lady who showed her abi lity a t the 
-time of rhe an11exa ,ion of Awadh in 1856. When the British Resideut 
'formally announced the annexa tion, she advanced forceful arguments 

· ill support of her son . Failing in her effor ts she sailed for EnJ iand 
ot1· 48 June 1856 to plead her case before Queen Victoria. is The 

· ·Queen was much im pressed by her candid and dign ified manner. She 

also met many impor•tant men of affairs, but before her fra11ti c 

-efforts <:ould bear fruit , India wa s convulsed by the War of 1857. 

Besides these ladies of the house of Taimur, there were.numer­

ous other .ed.ucated .and learned women who J,,eca1ne famous due to 

their scholastic attainments . Maham Anga, A,k.bar' s foster-1nother, 

was an import.ant woman of affairs. Mehri Harvi, an associate of 
Nur Ja.han, was a poet and Sati-un-Nisa, a favourite of Mumtaz 

Mahal a~d tutor -0f Jahan Ara, was .also a renowned poet and physi­
cian. Nawab Kbusra~ .Begum, Na".Vab Mugbul Begum, Na~ab Mehdi 
Begum, Qudsia Begum and a few others were all)oogs t the well versed 

ladies. 

: · .. . · The. fall ·of tli~ Mue.hul empire after the failure of the War of 
. ·• .. ' • • . ·· ·, ' . - . ' .. ' ' . 
. t.s:s1 :~as· a:· cataniity for the .Muslims. The collapse of poiitical power 
. ~~pos~d th~ hidde~ ; eaknesses of th·e· Muslim community. ·· Though 

. the 'Muslims were not whofly responsible for the outbreak of the 
. eve~ts-~f· 1'857; they bad to bear the consequences of the failure of the 

· War ;''The strµ ggle ·1)dd far-reaching. effec ts. · If resulted in a co1nplete 

:.adiriinl5.fr'aljve' . ~verha'ul, a te~otieotation of· the' British -policy in 
• ( • • A , : • • • • • • 

, religlous and <)tber . matters · and new ·developments ·in the political 

field, which were to pave the way for the subsequent political struggle . .. . .... - . . . . . . . . ""; . . 
. - - -------- • !'. , . . ,, . . . 

. . :17 . . • Maulvi.-M\lbammad Amin Zubai.-i, M11s/i1n KJJawatin k l Ta'l{m (Urdu), 

Karachi, 1956_, () . 47 . 
. 18 .. . Muhamma-d . .Najm-1.lJ-Ghaui,. Tarikh-i- A11radh (U rdu), VQI. 5, Lucknow, . . . 

. 19i9, p. 275: . . -
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for independence. The governance of the subco11tirient was now . . . . 

transferred from the East India Company to the British Crown, which 
assumed direct responsibility for its administration. 

The period following 1858 was the most trying one for the 
Muslims in the subcontinent. Their bid to throw off the British yoke 
on one side and to regenerate their moribund society on tbe·otber 

had failed. Future seemed to be extremely bleak for them. In this 
dismal setting Sayyid Ahmad Khan, a great Muslim reformer and 

educationist, came forward with a new message and a definite 
programme for the uplift of the Muslims. With his strong common­

sense he realised that unless the Muslims were educated on western 

lines it would be impossible for them to maintain an honourable 

position in the changing world. His work was twofold. On the one 
side he wanted to persuade the Muslims to reconcile themselves to the 

British so that they might be able_ to get the maximum benefits from 

the government and on the other hand he wanted to dissuade the 

British from trying to crush the Muslims as a oomm11nity. This was 

a very difficult task, but for many years he struggled hard and in the 

end he was able to create a forward looking, modern and educated 

class, ready to accept any challenge either from the Hindu majority ~r 

from the British dominance. 
' 

Education and mental training were the means which Sayyid 

Ahmad Khan adopted. In his scheme of reforms, the education of 
women occupied only a secondary: place, but it should never be 
assumed that he under-estimated its real importance. His view was 
that Muslim women should continue to receive the traditional educa­
tion. Mindful of the fact that Muslim women in India occupied an 

important position in society, he was against taking any hasty and 

revolutionary steps for their education. Traditional education in 

secluded houses and training in moral and spiritual values . ·was 
sufficient .for him.t9 · 
-----

19. It is interesting to note that despite being a great supporter of western 
education for the Indian Muslims, he never encouraged Muslim women to come out 
of furdah. He wrote articles in defence of the cause and addffll&ed those who were 
against purdah in this way : · 

c,;-,l.).11 _;.:l 1Jl-i ~ .S- ~I..~ I; I.P"j ;~ _; 
For details see Tazkirah-1-Sir Sayyid by Muhammad Amin Zubairi 
(Urdu), Rawalpindi, 1961, pp. 131-37. 
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In 1882, he submitted the following statement befote the 
Education Commission appointed by the Government of India: ''I 
admit .... that the general state of female education among 
Muhammadans is at present far from satisfactory; but at the same 
time, I am of opinion that Government cannot adopt any 
practical measure by which the respectable Muhammadans may 
be induced to send their daughters to Government schools for 
education."20 He further stated that ''the question of female 
education much resembles the question of the oriental philosopher 
who asked whether the egg or the hen was first created. " 21 Em­
phasising the issue, be said, "those who hold that women should be 
educated and civilised prior to men are greatly mistaken. The fact 
is that no satisfactory education can be provided for Muhammadan 
females until a large number of Muhammadan males receive a sound 
education. " 22 He was of the opinion that '.'when the present genera­
tion of Muhammadan men is well educated and enlightened, the 
circumstances will necessarily have a powerful, though indirect, effect 
on the enlightenment of Muhammadan women, for enlightened 
fathers, brothers, and husbands will naturally be most anxious to 
educate their female relations. "23 

. •' . 
During Sayyid Ahmad Khan's tour of the Punjab in 1884, the 

women of Gurdaspur District presented him an address in which . . 

they p9inted out their educational backwar4ness. He advised them 
to continue their traditional way of education and emphasised that 
women all over the world never received education \)efore men. On 
the other hand, the process was always the opposite, i.e., women 
always followed _men in every walk of life.2• In fact, the education· 

------
20. Appendix to t;ciucation Commission hport, Calcutta, 1884, pp. 299-300. 

· 21. Ibid. 
22. Ibid. 
23. Ibid. 

24. Maulvi Siraj-ud-Din, MaJ.mua.•i-ucturu wa S~ech.es (Urdu). 1890, pp. 154-
56; Tazklrah•i·Sir Sayyld. p. 132. He expressed the same views in his speech in 

the session of the Mohammadan Educational Conference hel~ in 1891 at Aligarh. 

See Majmua•I-Lectures wa Speechu, pp. 315-16. 
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· 6f M11\ffln WdlDH" . posed . ~ " SeribUS "problem tt,·· the- -~•t n:f ormer. 
tie was :satisfied witil tbe <1rient'al system of education at home so 
far as the needs of women were concerned. 

His primary concern was to educate young men of Mus1im 
l-fia on western lines. He admitted that the rights of wom~ri had 
been suppressed to a great extent due to the backwardness and 
unscientific outlook of their men. He liked to see the restoration of 
·rcinale riglits which were bestowed upon them by Islam. But ·l'his 

·could be done only. when y·oung men were educated first.25 

The question of women's education attracted tho attention of 

the Muslim community first through the ·Mohammadan Educational 

Congress (later named the Mohammadan Educati011al Conference). 

This organi5ation was sponsored by Sayyid Ahmad K~n in-t8i6 .at 

Aligarh to -discuss the educational problems of the Muslims· -IUld -to 
find ways and means of spreading education amoogst the&. OuriAg·its 

session held ·at Lahore in 1888, Seaikh Khair-u-0-Dia, a member of the 
Railway Traffic Department, Lahore, moved a resolutioa on female 

-education which was_ -supported by Khalifa lmad-ue-Oia, father -of 

Khalifa Shuja-ud-Din, who was then ia the Educatioo Oope_fl·&l4'nt ,of 
the Government of the Punjab. There was much opposition by the 

more orthodox section of the ·Muslim coirttnumty. •~ Ahmad 

Khan ·tte'livered a thought-provok1og aj>eech in support-of the r~~dtihton. 
· Tie sata \'ha'.t ''People may '1,e 'as·toriished that, though I 'ttave ·in mahy 

aifaits progressive :ideas, 1:h6lo- abdut tbe •ed11catl&n of 1ttn4s· :-Vii!tfs 
resein'Ning those 'of b1rr eldei-s ... :ln fndiat'he 'trtne 'is 11ot ')'C'i :·trpe 
lo 'follffd -sclloo1s for tbe·ed'llcat,on ·of tlrk and to 1mttatc the· girls' 

iichools of 'Eut•" .*6 · ~fter a lengttfy · discits-sion, 'tbc Cimg'tess 
adopted the following resolution :- . . . ·- - . 

'~Thlit 'M~li1tmfue~a'n Educational Congress i~'- :or opinion_ 

that such girls' schools (zenana maktab) be e~lis~d for 
the Mohammedan girls as would meet thch'1Jdutational ------ . .. . . . -~. - . ' 

• ~ • • • • • + • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

25. Tazkirah-l~'ir Sd:,yid, 'p. 133. · · . : 

26. J.M.S. Baljon, Jr., The -'R~fiirmi 'a,id ltelftfous ·'J~~s 'o/ Sir --s-i:tvvid 
' .. 

Ahmad Khan, Lahore, 1964, p. 68. · · · · · · · · : · · · · 
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~- -.. requirements, and be ·strictly in conformity with the 

· ·· traditions and respectability of the respectable and well­
·bred Mohamn1edans, and in accordance with their· rehifous 
injunctions. " 27 

Three years later, in 1891, the question of female ·education 
was again discussed in the session of the Conferen<;e held at Aligarh. 
·This time the resolution was moved by a student of the A-ligarh 
CoM'llge, Khwaja Ghulam-us-Saqlain, who later became Inspector of 
,Schools in Hyderabad (Deccan) and also worked ·as Secretary of the 

· Sooial Welfate Section of the Conference for some time. The resolu­
_tion was seconded by Maulvi Sayyid Karamat Husain, a Professor of 

the Aligarh College who late. beca1ne a Judge of the High Court of 
A+lakllbad. A • section of the speakers referred ·to the views of 

. Sa)'Yid Abmad Khan on female education and denounced ·his ·negative 
attitude about it . Sayyid . Ahmad Khan again clarified his position 

·'by giving sound arguments and laid emphasis on male etNcat'~D -:first 
and female education later on.28 The issue had ·bec@me of -oon9ider­
. able importance for the Indian Muslims and therefore, began to 
·receive serious attention of the Muslim leaders of the country . 

. ' . . . 
the year 1899 stands out as a distinct :1a&dmat"k in the 

. history of ~futrle ·education. At Ca1cutta, t-he ··coefetence,;it>ot< up 
· the question with increased vigour · and d~rmiba:riob ·-11n4et: ·t&e 
· presid~tship of Justice Syed Amir Ali, ·a legal -luarioot'y ·fl'Oftli "B~ga\. 
·P-erb·aps, 'ii was for the first time that the ·Presr~ilfof--tbe-. '~l'&boe 

··iaid ·emphasis on fetnale education.29 Mirza Sh~ja'at Ali 'Beg from 

Bengal, who was then the Secretary of the 'Reception ~omihittee of 
· the Conference, moved a strongly wordea resolutioh ta the·Confer~~ 
for the establishment of female institutions in the cap_ital_9{ _0,ei;:y 

. . . . . . . . . 

27. Qutnttuennial Rqorl, Progress oj ,Educ11ttlNI in :1-.dia;, . . .. 

1887-189 , Calcutta, 1893, p. 332. . . •.. . 

28. in, op. cit., pp. 31S-16. . .. : . . . 

'29;· X rt ·of the thirteenth session of Hfe · Mohaminadan _ :Edooational 
· Cbnferehce, hc,ld at Calcutta on 27-30.December, '1891J{Uldu). ~ •. ID, iPP, Ja,J6, 
and 112-13. · · · .... : · · · 
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province and all other educational centres, in conformity with the 
Islamic law, tradition and customs of the respectable Muslim 
families.lo In the same year during the proceedings of the eighth session 
held on 31 December, under the presideniship of Nawab Muhammad 
Hayat Khan, a leading member of the well-known Wah family of the 
Attock District, it was proposed by Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan, a 
well-known figure of Aligarh who later worked as Joint Secretary of 
the Conference, to open a school at a suitable place which should 
produce lady teachers.31 In 1900, a resolution was moved by 
Chaudhri Khushi Muhammad Khan, an energetic worker of the 
Conference from the Punjab, in the Conference held at Rampur 

pointing out the need for including other subjects in the curriculum 
besides Islamic Studies.32 It was also proposed to compile suitable 
books keeping in view the requirements of the Muslim girls. Nawab 
Imad-ul-Mulk Maulvi Sayyid Husain Bilgrami, Director, Public 
Instruction and Private Secretary to the Nizam of Hyderabad 
(Dcccan) and Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan spoke in support of the 
resolution which was adopted unanimously. 

While talking of the gradual progress of the female education 
it may be pointed out that a female section was created in November 
1896 by the Central Standing Committee of the Mohammadan 
Educational Conference with its headquarters at Aligarh. Maulvi 
Sayyid Karamat Husain was appointed its officiating Secretary. 
Later Maulvi Sayyid Mumtaz Ali, founder of the weekly Tahzib-i­
Ni,wan, Lahore, took over charge of the duties of Honorary Secretary 
at the first session of the Female Education session held on 
29 December 1896. Finally in 1902, Shaikh Abdullah of Aligarh, a 

. ~elentless fighter for the cause of female education, was appointed 

• 

30. Ibid, pp. 105-6. It was also decided to complete this work within a period 
of three years and a ltendard curriculum was to be prepared for thc&e institutiooa 

in consultation with learned Ulama. 
31. Ibid, p. 163. 

· 32. Report of the fourteenth session of the Mohanimadan F.ducational Co,a. 
f~nce; held at Rampur oo 27-30 December 1900 (Urdu), Agra, 1901, p. 127. The 
subjects propoeed were elementary mathematics, history, geography, etc. 
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Honora(y Secretary. He was one of the stalwarts left behind b)I 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan who under most 1:idverse circumstances took up 
the cause of Muslim women. It was generally believed by the Muslims 
at that time that modern education was harmful for women and 
degraded their mental and moral horizon. The advocates of female 
education were branded as apostates in orthodox circles. It was, 
indeed, difficult to support and work for such an unpopular cause. 
However, Shaikh Abdullah with the help of his wife popularly known 
as A'la Bi, a staunch supporter of female education, started this 
venture in right earnest. 

In December 1903, the Mohammadan Educational Conference 
session was held at Bombay and proved a momentous gathering 
because it was the first33 occasion on which Muslim women also 
participated in the Conference. For the first time from the Conference 
platform, a Parsi lafy, Miss Susi Sohrabji, delivered a lecture on 
female education. In the same Conference an article by Chand Begum, 
a lady from Madras who could not attend the session, was read out 
to the Conference by another Parsi lady. In this article, she hailed 
the 'Reform Party', a group of Muslim supporters of female education, 
and hurled bitter invectives on reactionary Mau/vis. She called upon 
the Muslim women to follow fervently the female reform movement 
which was advocating modern education amongst Muslim women, 

------
33. Muslim Khawalin ki Ta'ltm, p. 111. From now onwards Muslim women 

began to attend the sessions of the Conference regularly but in 1924 their entry to 
the ConfeNnCe was withheld. In 1925 durina the Silver Jubilee celebrations 
of the Muslim University, Aliprh, Atiya Beaum Faizi from Bombay along with 

some other women c:anie to attend the Conference despite the restriction imposed 

on their participation by Nawab Sadar Yar Jana Maulana Habib-ur-Rabman Khan 

Sherwani. Atiya Faizi bep.n her powerful oration from zenana appartmeot behind 
the purdal, and upset the panda/ until she was escorted oo the dais by Nawab Sir 
Abdul Qayyum Khan, who was presiding over the session. (Zamindar, Daily, Labore, 
6 January 1926). She condemned the narrowminded policy of Muslims towards 

their women and demanded a Women's University for Muslim women. Hereafter, 
they freely participated in the Conference sessions and even presided over some of its 

allied mectinas. For details of Atiya Faizi's speech, see Mu:slim KhawaJin ki Ta•/im, 
, . 

pp. 133-37. 
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and to · say good-byt to the immt>vable Maulvis.M · 1n the-etid i1te 
. . . 

Conference passed a resolution for the establishment of feinaf~ seho·dfs 

keeping in view the traditions and customs of the Muslims~ fmfia. 
It was also proposed that a Normal School for lady teae1iers ~bottld 

. . 
be established at a suitable place and t '·.e responsibility of implement-
ing this proposal was accepted by Shaikh Abdufiah .Js · 

The f-0tlowi-ng .December t,he female section ,of the . C.anfe"40C 

tield a -separate session at Lucknow and agreed to set up il N.ormal 
School at Aligarh. In the annual Educational Conferenco Df 19.05 
held at Aligarh, Shaikh Abdullah organised an exhibition in which 

various handmade articles by women were displayed. The women of 
the ·Faizi famHy of Bombay took special iRterest in this mhieition 
and Zuhra Begum ·Faizi presided over the worou1 ~on of t.tle 
-Conference. On this occasion, the proposal of-opeDirig a N.ore ■' 

School was greatly hailed. 

Despite Shaikh Abdullah's preoccupations, he launched a female 

-Urdu Journal, tbeKhatoon, in 1904 to popularise female education. Gra­

dually tlle cause of Muslim women'i. education was gathering momen­

tum aad startod drawing the attention of many notabl~s of .the tim.e. 

Maulana Altaf Husain Hali, the famous poet of Muslim renaissance, 

ill bis.poem, Chup Ki Dad~ voiced!!: s~ir~ing ap_pc.al in fi,.v~ur of .MDslim 
women. He pinpointed the hardships to which Muslim women 
were being subjected. His poems were widely read and tne1f 'iin~rtnt 

' wa·s n~ver 1ost on Muslim mind. · · · .. 
Newspapers also began ito pr-0ject the cause of Mnslia ·worn•. 

In !fhis respect Maulvi Sayyid AhmS:d's· Akhbar-i-NiB1van°(Laoore), 
· Mau1vi 'Mahbub Alam' s Sharif Btbi (L-ahore) · and Maulvi ~ayyid 
'Mupitaz· Ali's Tahzib-i-Niswan ... ,Lahote) a_re .·w·orch men.tiohina: 

. ,From. Hyderabad (De~.ai:i); . . ·Maulvi Mo~ibb:i-Hus.ain .s.ta,:t~.d . . . 
MoWlim-i-Ni8v.•M ud Akhbar-i-Niswan . . The educ.ati~a,J ~.-C of 

------
- . . . 

34. . lbjd, p. 113. 
35. Ibid, pp. 112, 118 . . According to. Maularia M~hammad . Ali; It ap~rs 

that a scheme of Female Normai . School . was firsf p·r~posed by Maulan~ .$h~uli:~t 
Ali in 1902 but his proposal was turned down. See Zamindar, 21 January 1924: 
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MQalbl, -~O.on . \h.U$ . pe.netrated . jnto. the. pres~ IJ)d from there it 
sp,read .o~er th~ -~9\Ji:ttry. The ne~spa.p,ers accepted both jn principle 
aiid in practie .. tile iinp.ortance of this movement. . . . . . . . . . 

... · M•ul\li Sayyid Mu1ntti -AM and :lks wife Muha1"mad. Bes"uin 
ma.4e =ttte c1t11se- or. ·remale c-ducatioa their lifelong mission. Their 

®ntribvfiOD set ·an example to be foll~we4 by others. It was· 4wing 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan's lifetime -that the Maulalia \\'rote a memorable 
t.OR.k io .. , support of women's . ri,ghts, namely Huqooq-i-Niswan. . - . .. . . . 
Thro¥11'out his life, his major concern was to sec Muslim women 
wellseducat~d. c~lturod and respected .in society. The Maulana also 
urg~4 M11s.li~ women io orgaqjs.e .Tahzibi Anjumans all over the .. ' 

su~~tincnt in order . to col.lect them on one platfori;n. He . . . . . . ' . 

qame to be known ~s the:_ Rahbar-i-Niswan- womcn's guide- in women 
circles.36. 

Allama Rashid-ut-Kllairi;• another champion of female rights, 
especially rights of inheritance, wrot~ extensivoly in favour of the uplift 

af M"61im. women . He dedicated himself to the moral and mental 
development of women. His magazine lsmat , founded in 1908, gllined 
wide populari~·and appreciation amongst women as well as men. The . . . 
Al\ama started another wom•n 's journal TamadJun in I 9 I I in support 
of fcmal• r'8hts. tte published numerous books dealing especially ,vith 
the aspects of the life of the Muslim women of the subcontinent. 

While the cause of female education was still being opposed 

by 1\len Qf StfQOJ orthodox views, Shaikh Abdullah and his wif~ 
oontinu~d · to cc:ntie their attention on it s further development. In 
1906, he started a female school which later became the nucleus of 
the Female Normal School in a rented house at Aligarh.37 A woman 

• 
• -~----
36.· Tllluil>-Ni$-tt , (Weekly), Lahore, 3 August 1935, pp. 736-37. It ntaY 

be pointed out tbat th~ word Tahzib-i-Ni.swan was proPQsed by Sayyid Ahmad 
1chan·. It was out of regard for his loving memory that the Maulana wished the 
Malim WQ81CQ to est<alriisb oraanis!ltions bearing this name. 

37. The Star (Weekly), Allahabad, 8 July 1935, p. 5; 
MMSum Khawatin ki Ta'llm, p. 121 ; 
Akhbar-i-Khawatin (Weekly), Karachi, 6 to 12 July 1968, p. 11. 
(A.atalemcat .of. Be1um Sajida Zubair, Principal, Karachi Col.Iese for 
Women). Tllis ~pool,continued to flourish and wit~ the pass!'se of time 
11nd·fioanclal support'from different quarters, it was raiaod to the standard 
of a high schQOI. la 19.22, ioter,uedi,fie li""DI . we~ iQJfodu(lf(I and 
lacer in 1944, it was raised tQ ,t~e lev~l Qf a do,ree c9.1Jegc:. . 
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teacher was called from Delhi to take over the responsibilities of this 
school. Begum Shaikh Abdullah ·and her sister agreed to work as 
teachers in the school. This was a modest start for Muslim women's 
education on a sc: pattern. In the beginning very few students could 
be attracted towards the school, but gradually, by continued efl'o.-ts 
of Shaikh Abdullah and his Begum, the school made progress in the 
face of.stubborn opposition. . 

Among other problems, that of finances for this new school 
was most acute. In the beginning grants from the State of Bhopal 
we're the only source of help. Soon it was realised that the school 
could not be maintained without financial help from the Government. 
The Lieutenent-Governor of the United Provinces was approached. 
After official formalities, the Inspectress of Schools of the area visited 
the institution and on her report the Government sanctioned a sum 
of two hundred and fifty rupees per month as grant-in-aid and 
seventeen thousand rupees for the construction of the building.31 

For the construction of the new building for the school and 
hostel land was acquired outside the city of Atigarh. This venture 
,vas much criticised by various leaders but Shaikh Abdullah, who was 
bent upon making his scheme a success, remained unshaken.39 The 
foundation-stone of the boarding-house was laid on 7 May 1911. 
For further expansion of the building, the Government sanctioned 
another sum of twenty thousand rupees.40 

During the same year, the Mohammadan Educational Con­
ference held its session at Delhi. +separate meeting of the Female 
Education Section was held on this·occasion. It was presided over 
by the Begum of Bhopal. She appeared on the dias of the Conference 
clad in burqa and was escorted by two socio-political workers of the 
Hindu community, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Surla Devi Cbaudbarani. 
The Begum of Bhopal in her speech supported Muslim women's 

------
38. · Muslim Khawatin ki Ta'lim, p. 122. 
39. For details, see TM Report of Honorary Secntory M"sllm Girls' High 

School a11d I11termedlate Colle1e, Allgarh (Urdu), Aliprh, 1927. 
· · · 40: Sharif Bibi (Daily), Lahore, 13 Juno 1913 ; 

• • • ✓ • • • ,, ,. 

Jl11sllm K1tawatl,r kl Ta llm, p. 122. 
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educational cause and emphasised the uplift of their social position. 
At the end of . the session Maulana Shibli Naumani, the great poet, 
critic and a historian, delivered an historic speech on the status of 
women in Islam in his lucid and forceful style. 

Meanwhile the construction of the building of the Female 
Normal School had been t ,ken in hand, and in July 1913, when a 

portion of the building had been completed, the Begum of Bhopal was 
invited to inaugurate it.41 This was an important occasion in the 
history of education of Muslim women. Prominent women leaden 
came to participate from Lucknow, Delhi, Labore, Meerut and 
Muradabad including Begum Nazli Rafla of Janjira and Atiya Begum 
Faizi from Bombay. The Begum of Bhopal delivered a thoughtful 
address in reply to the welcome address presented by Begum Shaikh 
Abdullah. The Begum of Bhopal held high hopes for the success of 
the female educational programme started by Shaikh Abdullah and 
his wife. 

When the Nurmal School for the training of lady teachers had 
been set up, a serious probltm was posed by the curriculum to be 
prescribed for women. In this respect Muslim scholars had already 
come forward with their suggestions. 

Maulana Hali compiled a memorable book Maja/as-un-Nisa, which 
was prescribed as a standard book for study in many madrassa8 of the 
Punjab. Maulana Sayyid Ahmad Dehlvi, a reputed scholar of the 
period,also took this work in hand and produced some valuable books 
for Muslim women namely Hadi-un-Nisa, Lughat-un-Nisa, etc. The 
Begum of Bhopal compiled a voluminous ·book Tahzib-un-Niswanwa 
Tarbiyyat-un-Niswan, which dealt with such subjects as women's house­
hold activities, religious duties, principles of sanitation, customs, etc. 
Maulvi Nazir Ahmad, a famous scholar and author of Delhi, pro­
duced many popular books on the subject. His Mirat-ul-Uroos, lbn­
"1-Waqt, Taubat-un-Nasuh, Binat-un-Na'sh, Muhsinat, Roya-i-Sadiqa 

-----
41. Suri/ Bibi, 4 July 1913; M111ll"' O-.tl11 ltl Ta'Hlff, p. 124. 

/ 
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~d AY.Ol'f4 .. ~~~ :wid.Jly r:o:ad ~ven~the~ days. The Beau~ of. ~pal. 
alao_. . took: u.pon_,.b,~~\! •~he..-ptopa.rati.o.n of a set of bo~s ~o-:-~ :Pr~.-
cri~ fw &tu.dy • . , · . . . . . . , . . . . . . .. . . . 

The Anjaman-i-Hfmayat+Jslam, l.altore 

Tht eff~ts 0{ tbe Aliprh MoveQ1ent beaan gradually to be 
£eh in other areas .. of .. the subcontinent. In the Punjab the Aajumaa. 
•i-Himayat-i•l~,• . .f011nddd in September 1884 at Lahore, has always 
occupied the central posjtion in the educational, cultural and social 
activ.ities, As in · other parts of India, Muslims of tile Punjab 1'ad 
lagged behind the Hindus in these spheres of activity. Their roli9ious 
sentiments· and susceptibilities were always in disagreement with the 
·changing needs of the times. The progress that the Hi!Mhs of tbe 
Punjab made in all walks of life awakened the Muslims to the 
danger of being· subjugated by them. 

Under the Hindu nationalist revivalist movement such Of&aQisa­
tions as the Arya Samaj, the Vesh Sabha, the Khatri Sabha and others 
·had actively worked for female education and a number of schools had 

been opened under their auspicec:, the well-known being the Maharani 
JJurdwan High School, the Vedic Putri Pathshala and the Kbatr-i 
Girls' School at Lahore ; Jnderprasth Kanahiyya Pathshala and 
Kanahiyya Mahaverdiyyala in Ferozepur.42 

The Christian missionaries had, from the very beginning, 
avowedly centred their attention on the education of the Indians with 
·the sole object of converting them to Christianity. Many missio~ary 
. women had zealously set upon themselves the task of educa\i!'g 

.· wol}'en. They visited Indian househo'ds of lower middle class w.0111cn 
outwardly to provide medical facilities for women but iQwardly to 
work to induce then1 to become converts to Christianity . . Under 
Christian missions, a number of schools began to emerge with ll\edicill 
facilities and these schools were made the centres of convertion to 

. . 
Christianity. 

. . . . . 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan's educational programme continued to 

------
42. Sharif Bibi, 5 December, 19!3 ; Minna G. Cowan, The Education of the 

Wo,,wn of llf:tlta, l,(pfqp, l~l7"P' -14}. . . .. , . . . . 
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flourish in Central India and in the Punjab it also had considerable 

impact and with the passage of time greater interest in female educa­
tion was evident. In Lahore, some Muslim pioneers accepted the 

ch_allenge of the time and decided to save the Muslim co1nmunity 

from the propaganda of the Christian missionaries and exploitation by 

the Hindus. They founded an organisation known as the Anjuman­
i-Himayat-i-Islam at Lahore with the following main objects :-

Propagation of Islam and "to impart suitable and neces­
sary education to Muslim boys and girls ...• to take upon 
itself the maintenance and education, to the best of its 
ability, of Muhammadan orphans, and to render all possible 
educ·a.tional aid to poor Muslim boys and girls, so as to 

save them from falling into the hands of the followers of 
other religions. "43 

It may be mentioned here that when in 1888, the Mohammadan 

Educational Conference held its session at Lahore, Sayyid Ahmad 
Khan and many other leaders like Sardar Muhammad Hayat Khan 
attended the gathering. Sayyid Ahmad Khan's educational 
programme thus took the Punjab into its fold and a new wave of 

awakening and enthusiasm began to be felt in the Muslim community 
of the Punjab. 

· The Anjuman, reali~ing the gravity of the situation and the 

importance of fenY"le education, founded five institutions for primary 

classes for Muslim girls in 1885.44 The number of these instituti0ns 
was doubled by the next year.45 The active support of the Anjuman 

continued aod by 1894, the number of female institutions increased to 

fifteen~. Besides the traditional education, the teaching of the Holy 

43. J.N. Fa,·quhar, Modern Religious Movements in India, New York, 1915, 
p. 347. 

44. Khwaja Muhammad 

Islam (Urdu), Lahore, n.d. 

4S. Ibid. 
46. Ibid. 
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Quran and imparting religious education comprised the special por­
tion of the syllabus. 

In the beginning, the founders of the Anjuman had to face 

many difficulties on account of the apathetic attitude of the Muslim 
masses on one side and the activities of the missionaries on the 
other. The Christian missionaries could not remain complacent over 
the objectives of the Anjuman because these could be a major hind­
rence in their activities. Jn one of the annual reports of the mission­
aries they made a mention of this fact that : 

''The methods of defence adopted by this great organisation 
have been, in brief, the establishment of Muhammaden ver­

nacular and Anglo-Vernacular schools- for the education of 

Muslim youth, the publication of a literature, books, tracts 
and newspapers for refutation of anti-Muslim publi­
cations as well as for the commendation and propagation 
of the religion of Islam. In addition to this a Muslim 
propaganda has been organised, especially to withstand 
and hinder the work of missions. Even Zenana teachers 
are supported, whose first duty is to break up, if possible, 
the missionary Zenana and Girls' Schools. Pressure is 
brought to bear upon the Muslim parents to exclude the 
Christian ladies and workers. Moreover, preachers are 
supported and sent here and there to preach against the 
Christian religion and to use every effort to bring back to 
the· Muslim fold any who bas been converted to Chistian­
ity. Christian perverts are sent out as the chosen agents of 
this propaganda . ... The results of the labours of the Anju­
man-i-Himayat-ul-Islam are apparent in a revival of 
interest among Muslims in their own religion. The mosques 
have been repaired and efforts have not been fruitless in 
securing a better attendance. The boycotl inaugurated 
against missionary work has reduced the attendance of 
Muslims at the chapels and schools, and has no doubt 
closed many doors once open to Christian teachings. " 47 

- -----
47. Farquhar, op. cit., pp. 348-49. 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 



·19 

The preservation of Islamic values of life remained the main 

objective of the Anjuman's educational programme. But with the 
• 

spread of English education Muslim women could not be kept away 

from the wtder and manifold requirements of modem education. To 

make the AnjQman's educational programme dynamic and viable, the 
organisers of the Anjuman widened their scope of activities and 
keeping in view the need of the knowledge of English for girls, they 

raised one of their schools to the middle standard48 in 1925, and the 
same was converted into a high school49 in 1936. When in 1939, a 

female degree college on the Cooper Road, Lahore, was started, the 

Anjuman's loo~ and laborious programme began to yield fruit. It is 

interesting to note that in 1885, only one hundred and sixty-nineso 

girls were studying in the various institutions of the Anjuman where­
as in 1939 the number had increased to 1,200.51 

The Anjun1an, from the very beginning, kept in view the 
special nature of female education. Apart from the moral and 
mental awakening, the vocational tr'lining of girls was also necessary. 

In 1885, therefore, when the Anjuman established institutions for 

female education, it laid special emphasis on prescribing compulsory 

subjects for girls such as embroidery, tailoring, sewing, cooking, etc.s2 

The performance of the girls in these institutions attracted the 
attention of Sayyid Ahmad Khan and Sardar Muhammad Hayat 

--·- ---
48. Muhammad Hayat, op. cit. It appears that a female school was opened on 

19 April !913 by the Anjuman under the supervision of the Women's Sub-Committee 

of the Anjuman. The school was named as Aoalo-Vemacular lslamia Girls' Middle 
School. See Sharif Bibi, 2,9 and 16 May 1913. 

49. Muhammad Hayat, op. cit. The building for this school was constructed 

io Koocha Shaikh Azimullah, Brandreth Road, Lahore with the expenditure of 

Rs. 48,115/-. According to another information from the daily lnqilab, the 

middle school was raised to the standard of a hiah school io 1934-35. See lnqllab 
(Daily), Lahore, 16 Auaust 1935. 

50. Muhammad Hayat, op. cit. 

51. Ibid. 

52. Ibid. 
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Khan who had attended the Mohammadan Educational Conference 
at Lahore as mentioned above in 1888 and were pleased to buy some 
clothes prepared by the girl_s -in these institutions. 53 

The problem of orphans· amongst the. Muslims in the subconti­
nent bas always been the most pathetic-. At the death of an earning 
father, his widow and children invariably fell victim to uncertain and 

appalling circumstances. From this unenviable position of the 
women, Christian missionaries always tried to reap benefits by 
exploiting their misery. The Anjuman: i-Himayat-i-Islam took this 
problem in hand and in 1887 started a female orphanage54 for the 
boarding and lodging of widows and their children. For this purpose 
the Anjuman purchased a small building which was later on recons- ·· 
tructed in 1927. The importance of this orphanage \Vas fully recognised 
at a later stage, first in 1934 when the victims of the Bihar earthquake 
tragedy a_pd again in 1946 when the victims of the communal riots 
came to ·take refuge in it. This orphanage also gave shelter to the 

refugees during the partition period in 1947. 

The educational programme of the Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam 
was so practical and its appeal so convincing that it drew many 
supporters to its cause. Despite the opposition of the Christian mis­
sionaries and the reactionary activities of the Hindus, the Government 
also sanctioned annual grant-in-aid to the Anjuman. But it must be 
borne in mind that it was chiefly because of the efforts of Muslim 
masses in the Punjab that the Anjuman continued to flourish and 
passing through a chequered history, it ultimately came to rest on 
firm footings. With the passage of time, the educational and cultural 
activities of the Anjuman became an important factor in the life of 
the Muslims of the Punjab and at a later stage, the Pakistan 
~ove,ment drew its life-blooi from the_ Punjab, mainly from 
the students in the educational institutions of the Anjuman. Its 
annual sessions became the platform of political activities from 

53. Ibid. 
54. Ibid. 
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where leaders of thought and action, like Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal 
and Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, popularised their 

programme. 

Side by side with th e activities of the Anjuman, Sir 
Muhammad Shafi also occupies an important position in the history 
of the Punjab. Returning from England in 1892, he allied himself 

with the Aligarh educational movement. On different occasions, 
he pr~ided over the female education section of the Mohammadan 
Anglo-Oriental Educational Conference. His main contribution, 
however, lies in the efforts he made to raise .the position of 
Muslim women in the Punjab, both educationally and socially. 
During his stay in England, he was greatly impressed. by the roJe 
which English women were playing in the different walks of life. On 
his return to India, he set for himself the objective of eradicating 
the evils the Muslim women were caught in. Because of his social 
status and family background, he was able to express hjs thought 
boldly and forcefully on such touchy subjects as purdah and dowry. 

• • 
He generally b.elieved that Muslim women should get liberal education 
so that they could acquaint themselves with the world around them. 

Sir Muhammad Shafi, in his zeal for reforms, became ra.ther 

radical and went against the established standards prevailing in the 
country and allowed the women of his family to renounce purdah. 

Though his social programme did not find favour with Muslims gene­
rally, his sincerity could hardly be doubted. Recommending full scope 
for female participation in almost every walk of life, he also stressed 
the need of adherence to Islamic way of life. This, he believed, could 

be better achieved by liberal education combining traditional Islamic 
values with modern education. 

It was at his initiative that the Anjuman-i-Khawatin-i-Islam 

was founded in 1908 at his residence·.ss Lady Shafi was elected its 
first president with Fatima Begum, daughter of Maulvi Mahbub Alam, 

------
55. Begum Jahan Ara Shah Nawaz to the author ; ar-Rai (Urdu), monthly, 

Labore (Sir Shafi Number), December, 1967, p. 46. 
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Editor of the Pai,a Akhbar, Lahore, as Secretary. He made liberal 
donations for the establishment of girls' schools. Sir Muhammad 
Shafi and his cousin, Justice Shah Din, contributed Rs. 5,000 CKh 
for the foundation of a girls' school. As a result the Victoria Girls' 
School was founded in the Yicinity of Bbati Gate at Lahore in 
1906-7 where eleven girls were admitted- eight Muslim and three 
Hindu.56 He tried to persuade the Muslim zamindars of the 
Punjab to grant their daughters their share in property in accordance 

with the Islamic law of inheritance.57 In this regard be himself set 
an example by accepting in principle and practice the girls' inheritance 
rights in conformity with Islamic laws. He was an enlightened Muslim 
and his programme of reforms, though not palatable to orthodox 
Muslims, was in keeping with the requirements of the time and 
despite opposition he continued to struggle for its acceptancc.58 
Numerous unmannerly attacks were made against him by a section of 
the people but he went ahead unfettered with his programme. ''He 
braved the criticism", wrote the daily Herald on his death, "with 
which his political opponents in his own community had imagined 
they could weaken his bands. He was a pioneer in the wilderness of 
social superstitions ... . Tbose who tried to scoff remained to admire 
and follow."'8 

The most noteworthy contribution of Sir Muhammad Shafi, 
however, was the efforts he made for the establishment of the residen­
tial type Universities of Lucknow, Dacca , Rangoon, Nagpur, Aligarh 
and Delhi.59 It was due to bis untiring zeal that the Aligarh Muslim 

University Bill was ultimately passed in the Imperial Legislative 

------
56. Begum Jahan Ara Shah Nawaz to the author. In this str1111Ie, Sir 

Shafi received commendable assistance from his cousin Justice Shah Din. For 
details of the latter's contribution, see bis writings in Justice Sl,ah Din, His Life 

and Writings by Mian Bashir Ahmad, Labore, 1962, pp. 85-96 and 135-51. 
51. lnqilab, 10 January, 1932. 
58. Daily Herald, London, 9 January, 1932. 
59. The Statesman (Daily), Calcutta, 9 January 1932 ; The Tribtuu (Daily), 

Lahore, 10 January (932 ; Tire Cwil cl Military Gaulle (Daily) Labore, 10 
January 1932. 
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Council. At his death, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdur Rahman, 
Dean of the Faculty of Law and the Vice-Chancellor of the University 

of Delhi, said, "Sir Shafi during his tenure of office as a member for 
Education gave remarkable impetus to University education in India 
by establishing a number of Universities of the newer type. He was 
in a sense the founder of the Delhi University, for he was the first 
to conceive of the idea of a unitary teaching and residential 
University for the Imperial city. He piloted the Delhi University 
Bill in the Indian Legislature in 1922, and as its first pro-Chancellor 
took the keenest inter-est in the affairs of this infant institution. ''60 

Acknowledging the contribution of Sir Shafi for the Indian Muslims, 
the Quaid-i-Azam remarked, "India had lost a tremendous force for 
peace. Sir Muhammad Shafi could have been of the greatest help both 
to the Government and the people in the present emotional picture .... 
He had found Sir Muhammad Shafi throughout the Round Table 
Conference a most liberal-minded patriot, although keenly desirous 
of securing legitimate safeguards for Moslems. " 61 

Spread of Education to other Areas 
• 

of the Subcontinent 

The spread of education among Muslim women in the 
United Provinces owes much to the efforts and generosity of 
Maulvi Sayyid Karamat Husain. He donated his lifelong earnings 
to this cause and with the generous contributions made by the Raja 
of Mahmoodabad, Sir Muhammad Ali Muhammad Khan, a sizeable 
fund was procured for the establishment of a women's school. Sayyid 
Karamat Husain had returned from England in 1890 and realising 
the importance of female education in the United Provinces, he 
published a pamphlet in support of the cause. In 1892, he 

. 
supported a resolution at the annual session of the Mohammadan 

------
60. Khalil Ahmad, Role of Sir Muhammad Shafi in Muslim Politics, unpublished 

M.A. Thesis, Department of History, University of the Punjab, Lahore, 196.5, p. 172. 

61 The Times of India (Daily), Bombay, 9 January 1932; Advance (Daily), 

Calcutta, 9 January 1932. 
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Educational Conference to this effect. He discussed the issue 

with bis associates for the opening of a girls' school. At length, due to 

bis strenuous efforts and active help of others, the Crosthwaite Girls' 
School62 was started privately in the city of Lucknow in honour of 

Sir Charles Crosthwaite, the then Lt.-Governor of the Uoited 
Provinces. Later, the school was shifted to Allahabad where a 

better site was available. Sayy id Karamat Husain was elected its 

Secretary. During bis tenure of secretaryship he realised the need 
for opening a separate school for Muslim girls. Fortunately, Sir 

Muhammad Ali Muhammad Khan who had succeeded Sir Amir Hasan 

KhaQ of Mahmoodabad agreed to help Karamat Husain. As a 

result of their co-operation a Muslim Girls' School was opened on 
21 November 1912 at Lucknow.63 A hostel b,•ilding was attached 

to this school and it was soon raised to the intermediate level. 
Miss Amoa Pope, a new convert to Islam and an able lady, 

who ha_d been called from Engl and earlier on the recommen~tion 

of Atiya Begum Faizi was given over the charge of this school. 

Muslim female educational activities in the Central Provinces 

followed the pattern set by the Aligarh educational movement. 

In 1876, the Anjuman-i-Islamia was founded at Jabalpur for the 

protection and education of orphans and widows. Under this 

Anjuman two primary girls' schools were opened. Later a high school 
was also opened. At Nagpur, an organisation known as Anjuman-i­

Muslim Khawatin was established to popularise female educational 

and other literary activities and an Anglo-Vernacular school was 

opened under the auspices of the said Anjun·,an. A venerable lady 

Anwar Siraj Ara dedicated her meagre income to the cause of Musliqi 

female education in the Central Provinces . 
. 

Nawab Shams Jahaa Begum of Bengal worked enthusiastically 

in this respect for the Muslim women in Bengal and under her pat-

62. Mus/ir,1 Khawatin ki Ta'1im, pp. 148-49. 

63. Sharif Bibi, 11 April 1913. Sayyid Karamat Husain donated his lifelong 
property worth about Rs. two lakhs and the Raja of Mahmoodabad sanctioned a 

monthly grant of Rs. fHJ/-
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renage, a school was opened at Murshadabad. Mirza Shuja'at Ali 
Beg also established a female school at Calcutta. 

Nawab Sayyid Badshah Nawab Rizvi, who hailed from Patna, 

1nad~ a liberal contribution of Rs. 16,000 per annum for the spread 

of female. education in Patna and founded a girls' school.64 
. ' ' 

In Bombay, the pioneer in che field of female education was a 
generous trader, Haji Muhammad Ismail. Later the Anjuman-i-lslam 
became the standard-bearer of female education in this area. Bombay 

Poona, Maligoun, Hugli and Sholapur felt the henign influences of 

the Anjuman-i-lslam's educational activities. A very useful institu­

tion for poor girls was opened at Poona by the daughter of Sir 

Rafi-ud-Din Ahmad who remained a Minister in the Bombay Govern­
ment for sometime. At Karachi, Seth Abdullah Haroon, an industrial­

ist who later became a prominent supporter of the Pakistan Move­
ment, opened a girls' school and dedicated it to his late mother. 

Am,ina Khatoon, daughter of Justice Badr-ud-Din Tayyabji, pioneered 

female edl.lcation in 1895 at Baroda. 

Allama Rashid-ul-Khairi, whose name shall always be asso­
ciated with the awakening of the Muslim women in the subcontinent, 

established a school for Muslim girls at Delhi by the end of 1921, 

known as Tarbiyyat Gah-i-Binat. The Allama sponsored this school 

on the basis of his personal efforts and the contributions made by 
the people and he refused to solicit government subsidies for the 

school.65 

Maulana Abdul Haque Abbas of Jallundbar also felt the 

iJDPOrtance of Muslim female education. He started elementary girls' 

dasses io a rented house. In November 1926, he was able to found 

------
64. Reception Address (by Lady Anis Imam) at the Al,(:india Mu:;li111 Ed11ca• 

tional Co11/erence (Urdu), Patna, 1·3, October 1938. 

6S. lsmat (Monthly), Delhi, July to August, 1921, p. 63 ; 
Zamindar, 10 February 1926; 
lnqilab, 28 April 1928. 
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a school known as Madrassat-ul-Binat. Maulana Abdul Haq•• 
Abbas struggled haid for the uplift of this institution and within 
a few years this school came to be recognised as a centre of 

learning. Students came to it from different parts of the country as 
well as from Africa, Java, Eden, etc.66 Education in this institution 
was based on a special curriculum devised for the requirements of' 
Muslim women. After independence this institution shifted to 
Lahore and established itself afresh. The popularity of this type of 
education can be gauged from the fact that numerous madrassas of this 
type have been opened in many cities of West Pakistan. Another 
interesting institution for Muslim girls was started in April 1913 at 
Lahore. The school was named as the Sharif Bibi School.67 The same 
year Sayyid Nazar Mobayy-ud-Din, Sajjadanashin of Batala.founded a 
female school at Batala.68 During the same period a woman social 
worker, Salih Bibi, opened a girls' school atGujranwala.69 This schoo, 
was raised to the middle standard in 1930. 

These voluntary efforts for female education created an awaken• 
ing amongst Muslim women all over the subcontinent. Women of 
distinguished families began to come out of purdah and take interest 
in the welfare of young Muslim women. According to a statement, 
in 1911 the number of educated Muslim women was only two per 
thousand, while in 1921 the number had doubled. 70 The famous 
Faizi sisters, Atiya Begum Faizi, Zuhra Begum Faizi and Nazli 
Bcgam Faizi (Begum of Janjira), were among the first to take up 
the cause of educational and social uplift of Muslim women in the 
subcontinent. Freeing themselves from the web of oriental social 
intricacies they travelled to Europe to take part in social and 
political gatherings . The ladies of the Tayyabji family of Bombay 

followed suit and became pioneers for women's socio-edueatioul 
awakening. 

66. Muslim K"4wott,, ki Ta'lim, p. 
67. Sharif Bibi, 21 June 1913. 
68. Ibid, 12 September 1913. 
69. lnqilab, 26 January 193-4. 
70. Ibid, 2 May 1928. 
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In Bengal, the Subrawardy family took up the cause of female 
education and social uplift. Khajista ~khtar Dano, known as Suhra­
wardiya Begum, a scion of the well-known Suhrawardy family, was the 
first woman to take the Senior Cambridge examination. She was a 
writer and an educationist and founded two schools for Muslim 
purdah girls, one in Midnapur and the other in Calcutta.71 Mrs. 
R. Sakhawat Husain, another well-known female educationist, who 
was well versed in English, Urdu, Persian and Bengali, established one 
of the best schools in Calcutta, called the Sakhawat Memorial Girls' 
High English School, in 1911.72 She was the founder of the Anjuman­
i-Khawatin-i-lslam, one of the first women organisations through 
which women got an opportunity of appearing and meeting in public. 
Begum Hasan Ara Hakam, a well-known socio-political worker, was 
the pioneer in starting such female social gatherings as Meena Bazars 
in Calcutta. It gave purdah observing ladies their first opportunity 
of shopping and of joining social gatherings. 

In the early decades of the twentieth century, Muslim girls 
began to enter higher stages of education. In 1924, according to a 
statement, in all about 1,37,800 Muslim women were literate in 
the subcontinent of which 3,940 had received modern education.73 

Sultan Begum, daughter of Agha Muayyid-ul-lslam, the 
editor of the Habl-ul-Matin, publisbed from Calcutta, was 
the first Muslim lady from Bengal who graduated with 
honours from the University of Calcutta, with the distinction of 
being the youngest lady graduate of the year 1920 and topped the 
list of woman candidates.74 In 1922, she topped the list of successful 
candidates in the First Ellamination of Law from the same University 

------
7J. Begum Shaista S. IkramulJah, Wo,ne11•., Role i11 the Freedom 

Mtweme11t. (Cyclostyled article). Beaum S.lma Tasadduque Husain very kindly 
lent it to the author. 

72. Syed M.H. Zaidi, Positio,c of Woma11 11,uler Islam, Calcutta, 1935, p. 
l"'{iltlb, 16 December 1932. 

73. Zom/ndar, 2 February 1924. 
74. Ibid, 12 May 1922 ; Zaidi, op. cit, p. 104. 
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being the first Muslim woman to do so75• Her youager sister 
Farrukh Sultan topped in the M.A. Persian examination. She also 
attained proficiency in Arabic, French and English and passed tlao 
Law examination with distinction in 1928.76 

In 1923, another girl, Nur-un-Nisa by nan1e, was awarded a 
prize for winning distinction in the Bachelor of Arts examination and 
as the best essay writer in the English language. In 1924, Miss Nllr 
Jahan and Miss Yusuf Jahan secured M. A. degrees. In the Punjab, 
Miss Mahbub Alam and Miss Khadija Feroz-ud-Din passed B. A. 
while observing the necessary injunctions of Islamic purdah. Miss 
Khadija Feroz-ud-Din remained for many years the only lady in 
India with highly creditable educational career. She was the first 
Muslim graduate with Honours from the University of the P..anjab.77 

As there was no college for post-graduate studies, she appeared in 
the M. A. examination in History as a private candidate. She was 
the flrst78 Indian woman to get M. A.- degree from the Punjab ·Uni­
versity, and the first79 Muslim woman M. A. in India. Her brilliant 
academic career and her scholarship in Oriental r .. anguages80 remained 
a guiding light to her Muslim sisters. She proved by her example 
that the highest education was possible while observing strict purdah. 
Despite her professional pre-occupations as a teacher and administra­
tor, Miss Khadija Peroz-ud-Din, continued her studies in Pushto 
poetry and for her extensive research on the Pushto poet, Khushhal 
Khan Khattak, she was awarded a Doctorote degree by-the Uni­
versity of the Punjab in 1940. 

Shaikh Abdullah, the founder .of the Aligarh Girls' School, 
educated his daughters on liberal lines. All bi$ daugh1'rs were h~y 

75. Ibid. 

76. Jnqilab, 18 April 192~. 

77. Zaidi, ol?. cit., p. 111 • . 

78. Ibid. 

79. lbid. . . 
80. Ibid. Two years after passing he.r M.A. in 1924, she aecurcd the depee· 

of Master of Oriental Languages, standing first in ti\e Punjab Uai,iersisy and 

obtained a Gold Medal. 
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educated and cultured women. The eldest, Rashid Jahan Begum 

became M.B.B.S. , a qualifi',ation very rarely attained by ladies in 

tho~ days in India. His second daughter, i<.batoon Jahan Abdullah, 

graduated from the University of Lucknow and secured M. A . in 
Education from the University of Leeds. His third daughter, Mum­

taz Jahan Abdullah, was M. A. in English from the University of 

Lucknow, and later served as lecturer in the Girls' Intermediate 
College at Aligarh. She is at present Priqcipal ·of the same College . 

. 
In the history of Musl\m women in the sul)continent, Atiya 

Begum Faizi81 will ever remain a me1norable figure for her cul­
tural, social and educational pre-eminence. She was the first lady 

to go to European centres of education for the highest attainments 
in the field of education. Such was her dominance in the realm of 

literature and philosqphy. that even. M:aulana Shibli and Allama 

Iqbal ack11owledged her Iearni.ng and paid compliments to her . 
. 

As previously stated, the inauguration of the new building 
of the Normal School f!)r lady teachers by the Begum of Bhopal in 

' \ . 
1913 at Aligarh was an ·important occasion in the history of Muslim 

women's movement of the subcontinent. After the inauguration, a 

female conference was arranged . which was presided over by the 

Begum of Bhopal. In this gathering many eminent and illustrious 

women took part. Besides women from Aligarh itself, women leaders 

from Lueknow, Delhi, Lahore, Meerqt and Muradabad came to 

attend this meeting. In her inaugural address, the Begum of Bhopal 
termed this.meeting of :the Muslim women an hi storic event to be 

------
81. Atiya Faizi, besides her other preoccupations, " founded the Educational 

Reform circle in Bombay in 19is and opened a_ Foundation Education Institution for 

Muslim girls in Bon1bay based on her own Syllabus called Atiya Begum Syllabus". 
She also founded "3 Arts Circle" in 1926 in Bombay which stood for World Intellec­
tual Reg~cration. through Art, ~tusic and Literature. Soe Zaidi, op. cit., 

p. 106. 
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remembered for all times to come. She was very happy at the seneral 

spirit of awakening for female uplift and enlightenment among Muslim 
women. This conference was, indeed, a departure from the previous 
activities of Muslim women because never before bad they thought 
of an exclusively separate gathering of themselves. Thus, a new 
note was struck in Muslim women's movement in the subcontinent. 
Later, an organisation, called All-India Muslim Women's Conference, 

was formally set up and its office-bearers elccted.82 Sherani Nafees 
Dulhan, the wife of Nawab Sadar Yar Jang Maulvi Habib-ur-Rabman 
Khan Sherwani, was elected as its Secretary. Her Highness the 
Begum of Bhopal was generous enough to donate Rs. 1,100 per 
annu,n for its activities and programme,83 

In 1906, when new political reforms were under consideration, 
a deputation of Muslims headed by the Aga Khan waited upon the 
the Viceroy, Lord MinJo. The deputation demanded separate elector­
ates for the Muslims so that they could elect their own representatives 
on legislative councils and local bodies. Lord Minto declared that h~ 
was in agreement with the demands of the deputation. In the same 
year the All-India Muslim League was founded at Dacca on 30 
December. 

The Government of India Act of 1909 provided separate 
electorates for the Muslims. Soon after this, some drastic political 
developments occurred in the subcontinent. The annulment of 
the Partition of Bengal in December 1911 was a rude shock to the 
Muslims. It was a bitter fruit of Muslim loyalty to the British 
Government. In thorough bewilderment and disappointment at the 
narrow and selfish attitude of the Hindus, the Muslim leaders were 
forced to re-evaluate their course of action vis-a-vis the Congress 

-----
82. Report of the Honorary Secretary of the Muslim Girls' H;,h School and 

Intermediate College, Aligarh, op. cit. ; Muslim ICJrawatin ki Ta'lim, p. 128. (It was 
perhaps in 1910 that the Muslim press raised voice for the opening of a Muslim 

Women's Conference. The scheme was hailed by the newspapers. Shaikh Abdullah' s 
contribution in this respect cannot be under-estimated). 

83. Mu.slim Klrawatin ki Ta'lim, p. 127. 
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which had appeared more communal than national and the British 
who had accepted them as mute partners in the affairs of the 

subcontinent. 

At the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, Turkey took 
arms against the Allies. The end of the War turned out to be 
disastrous for Turkey particularly and for the Musli1n world gener­
ally. The British Government was bent upon the complete annihila­
tion of the Ottoman Khilafat-a symbol of Muslim unity. Religious 
sentiments of the Indian Muslims were shocked at the attitude of 
the British Government. They could not tolerate the dismemberment 
of the Ottoman empire and the abolition of the Khilafat. In order 
to force the British Government to change its attitude towards 
Turkey, an organised agitation was launched in the subcontinent. 
This came to be known as the Khilafat Movement and took such 
huge proportions that it submerged the whole of Indian political 
activities for sometime. Political leaders like Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah and Sir Muhammad Shafi were relegated lo the background 
and leaders like Maulana Muhammad Ali, Maulana Shauk-at Ali 
and M. K. Gandhi came to the forefront. The British Government 
had to resort to force and the Ali Brothers were arrested. 

In these critical days when Muslim leaders were jailed and the 
Khilafat was at the verge of extinction at the hands of the British, 
Muslim women entered the political field under Bi Amma, the mother 
of the Ali Brothers. Abadi Begum, popularly known as Bi Amma, 
proved to be a brave soldier of the struggle against the British 
Government, who at the age of 73 made a powerful appeal to the 
drooping spirits of the Indian masses. Born in 1852 and a scion of 
a renowned Nawab family of the United Provinces, she came to 
occupy a remarkable place in the history of the Freedom Movement 
for she was the first Muslim woman to take active part in politics. 
During the session of the All-India Muslim League in 1917, she 
delivered a most touching and forceful speech which left a lasting 
effect on the Muslim masses. While her sons were in jail, this bold 
and venerable mother kept alive the fervour for the Khilafa~ Move-
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ment.84 She toured the country addressed large gatherings of people 
which flocked to hear her and exhorted them to follow the footsteps of 
her great soil,, in the new struggle. In this respect she could be regar­
ded as the only woman leader in the subcontinent who played 
a major role in awakening the Muslims and especially women in 
the country. She replaced her illustrious sons in popularity and 

leadership and the famous Urdu couplets 
Boli Amma Mohammad Ali Ki 

Jan Baita Khilafat Pay Day Do85 

became household words and were sung in every nook and corner of 
the subcontinent by all sections of people irrespective of caste or 
creed. The Muslims of India had so far tried to keep themselves 
away from the Hindu-dominated Congress but Bi Amma's eloqu­
ent speeches led a distinct departure from this attitude and· helped 

in bringing about Hindu-Mnslim unity to fight the common foe-the 
British. It wa s on account of her active participation in the move­
ment that the masses resorted to follow her footsteps. Soon after 
meeting her sons in jail she made a stirring and historic speech 
in which she conveyed a touching message to the people and 
said that she had sacrificed the most precious possession of her 
old age, namely her sons, for the cause of the country and the 
nation and urged the masses to keep up the flag of freedom flying 
which had been snatched from her sons by the . British rulers. She 
concluded by saying that if the people did not join the liberation 
movement, she would be compelled to bring her daughter-in-law in 
the field to carry out the campaign.s6 Besides conveying this 
message to the people, she ordained her sons to act in accordance 
with the tenets and the ideology of Islam and to remain steadfast 
against every hardship in the jail. 

The excitement that Bi Aroma's participation in active politics 
aroused in the country proved to b<.> of far-reaching consequences, for 
------

84, Hamdard (Weekly), Delhi, 11 November 1924 (An article by Maulana 
Muhammad Ali during the illness of Bi Amma in 1924). 

85. See Appendix B. 

86. Zamlndar, 12 November and 24 December 1921. 
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the Muslim women of India had never before been alive to the 
political problems of the day. 87 She emerged as the first Muslim poli-. 
tical woman· and greatly influenced her contemporaries. They 
emulated her example and toured the cities, organised gatherings. 
delivered speeches and collected funds for the Khilaf at Movement and 
within a very short period several women Kbilafat committees were . 
constituted throughout the subcontinent. It is worth recording that 
a sum of three lakbs of rupees bad been collected for the Kbilafat 
Fund before the imprisonment of the Ali Brothers. But after their 
arrest the task was so efficiently taken in hand by Bi Amma and 
Amjadi Dano, the wi~ of Maulana Muhammad Ali, with the help 
of their co-workers that rupees twenty-five lakhs were collected in 
a very short time for the Khilafat -Fund.88 According to a statement 
of Maulana Muhammad Ali, the amount was nearly forty-five lakhs.8!> 

Bi Amma, however, did not survive for long and died in 1924. 
Her death was a great loss to the nation. But Muslim women who 
had come out to work with Bi Amma were poli~ical pioneers and 
their activities were a necessary prelude to their active participation 
in the coming political struggle of the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent. 

In 1917, when Mr. Montagu, Secretary of State for India, was 
touring the country to ascertain for himself the trend of political 

aspirations of the people, Mrs. Margaret Cousins, Secretary of the 
W"omen's Indian Association, organised an all-India women deput­
ation to wait on him. Mr. Montagu received the deputation, which 

----- -
87. Bi Amma's indefatigable work not only brought a large number or 

Indian women into the movement but it also gave encouragement to the women of 
other Muslim countries who were passing through the same situation. Fo, example, 
the Egyptian women were greatly impressed by Bi Amma's practical role in politics. 
See Zamlndar, 1 May· 1922. 

88. Rais Ahmad Jafari, Seerat-i-MuhammQfl Ali (Urdu), Delhi, 1932, p. 344. 

89. Ibid, p. 429. 
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was led by Mrs. Sarojini Naid11 in Madras in December 1917.90 
The deputationists for the first time demanded official recognition 
for the principle of female sufferage. Although the reply given to 
the deputation was sympathetic but no mention of women's claim 
was made in the Montagu-Cbelmsford proposals except that it 
suggested widening of the electorates. 

In 1918, the All-India Muslim League and the Indian National 
Congress announced their support for this demand.91 Another 
women deputation advocated this demand before the Southborough· 
Franchise Committee in 1919. They carried on an intensive propa­
ganda in support of the demand but all their efforts proved fruitless 
for the Suuthborough Committee did not advocate the cause of 
women enfranchisement and stated that it was not practical to extend 
the franchise to women in the prevailing conditions in lndia.92 After 
this set-back the women carried their demands before the Joint Com­
mittee of both the Houses of Parliament. 

In 1919, after the introduction of the Government of India Bill 
in the Parliament, a deputation consisting of some women leaders, led 
by Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, in its evidence before the Committee, sup­
ported the demand for the extension of the franchise for women. The 
Parliament, however, decided to leave the question of female franchise 
to the provincial legislatures.93 This matter was given considerable 
attention by the legislatures and as a result, Madras gave a lead in 
this respect by giving women the right of vote. Among the Indian 
States, Cochin and Travancore were also among the first to do so. 
Mysore, Jhalawar and Bombay Councils followed suit. By 1925, 
except Bihar and Orrissa, all the legislatures bad given to women the 

----- -
90. Talrzih-i-Niswan, 19 October 1938, p. 1077; Shyam Kumari Nehru, Our 

Cause (A Symposium by Indian Women), Allahabad, n.d., p. 3S1. 

91. Evelyn C. Gedge and Mithan Choksi, Women in Modern India (fifteen 
papers by Indian women writers), Bombay, 1929, p. 8. 

92. S. K. Nehru, op. cit., p. 3S3. 

93 . Ibid. 
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right to vote and in these two legislature, this right was granted in 
1928. But women continued their struggle for complete emancipation 
because the property qualification operated heavily against them. 

They had won half the battle so far but they had yet to go a 
long way to attain their goal. In 1928, the Statutory Commission set 
up for the purpose of reviewing the working of the Reforms of 1919, 
laid special stres~ on the need of enfranchising a much larger pro­
portion of women tor future legislatures. In its report, it recommended 
that "no system of Franchise can be considered satisfactory or as 
likely to lead to good Government where such a great disparity exists 
between the voting strength of the two sexes. We feel, therefore, that 
special qualification should be prescribed for women. "94 

However, the first Round Table Conference, held in 1930-31, 

was stirred by the memorandum submitted on behalf of the Indian 
women by Mrs. Subbarayan of Madras and Begum Jahan Ara Shah 
Nawaz, daughter of·Sir Mu~ammad Shafi. In this memorandum, the 
women expressed the hope that the question of women's political 
status would receive consideration by the Conference and that no 
disability would be attached to any citizen by reason of his or her 
religion, caste, creed or sex in regard to the holding of any public 
office or in the exercise of any trade or calling. They wanted the 
assurance of equal rights and obligations for all citizens without any 
bar on account of sex.9s 

In the winter of 1931-32, the Franchise Committee headed by 
Lord Lothian came to India. The representatives of the All-India 
Women's Conference, a Hindu women's organisation set up in 1927, 

met the president of the Committee and presented another memoran­
dum in which they reiterated the principles enunciated in the 
previous memorandum. 

-----
94. Ibid, p. 357. 
95. Indian Round Table Conference. 12th November, 1930-19th January, 

1931. Proceedings of Sub-Committees (Part 11), London, 1931. (Appqidix VII. 

Sub-Committee No. VI (Franchise) Memorandum on the Political Status of women 
under a new Indian constitution), p. 290. 
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In June 1932, the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim 
League passed a resolution in support of women's rights which stated 
that all political and social obstacles and disqualifications in the way 
of female sufl'erage in the struggle for social and political emancipa­
tion should be removed and they sh~uld be considered equal to men 
and be given adequate representation.96 

In the following year women again advocated their demand 
and the All-India Women's Conference sent its representatives to 
appear before the Joint Parliamentary Committee in London. They 
pressed before this Committee that their demands should be con­
~idered which had been already incorporated in their second memo­
randum. 

The Government of India Act of 1935 did not come up to the 
expectations of women. Under the new constitution, 60,00,000 women 
were enfranchised, 'and six seats out of a total of 150 were reserved 
for women in the Council of State and nine out of 250 in the Federal 
Assembly. 

• 

--- I 
96. lnqi/ab, 16 June 1932. 
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CHAPTER II 

In April 1934 at the demand of the Muslim leaders and the 
Muslim League the Quaid-i-Azam returned from England, after a 
self-imposed exile of about four years. He had already been elected 
President of the Muslim League at a meeting held on 4 March 1934 
at New Delhi. At that time, the Muslim League had virtually lost 
its hold on the Muslim masses who were groping in the dark in the 
absence of a leader of eminence and high calibre. The Quaid-i-Azam 
was not discouraged by this state of Muslim politics. He took up 
the task of reorganising Muslims under the banner of the Muslim 
League to forge a united front of the Muslim community to enable 
it to fight the coming general elections. For this purpose it was 
decided in a meeting of the Muslim League Council at Bombay in 
April 1936 to authorise the Quaid-i-Azam to nominate a Central 
Parliamentary Board. A meeting of the Central Boartl was held at 
Lahore in June 1936. Subsequently Provincial Parliamentary Boards 

were constituted in the various provinces. 

Realising the gradual re-emergence of the Muslim League, the 
Congress adopted an attitude of hostility towards it. Hindu leader­
ship refused to recognise its claim of being the only representative 
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organisation of the Muslims. The Quaid asserted that Muslims were 
a separate entity and the Muslim League was their only representa­
tive organisation. The Muslim League's gains in the 1937 elections 
were, however, not encouraging. The Congress refused to form 
coalition ministry with the League in the United Provinces. In spite 
of these reverses the Quaid-i-Azam did not feel discouraged and 
continued his endeavours to settle the Hindu-Muslim differences. 
He approached the Congress leaders but no solution could be arrived 
at. His continued efforts to unite the Muslims under one banner 
gradually bore fruit and the most important success in this direction 
came in October 1937 when Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, Maulvi A. K. 
Fazl-ul-Haq and Sir Muhammad Sa'dullah, the Premiers of the Punjab, 
Bengal and Assam respectively joined the League along with their 
followers. 

In this task of organisation, Muslim women could not be 
ignored. They were not sitting idle but were showing keen interest 
in Muslim politics. Begum Muhammad Ali, Miss · Fatima Jinnah, 
Begum Jahan Ara Shah Nawaz, Begum Nawab Ismail Khan and others 
had already been taking part in the League activities. Muslim women 
had earlier organised the All-l'ldia Muslim Women's Conference, 
as stated in the previous chapter. There were also other organi-. 
sations working on provincial level for the social, religious and 
educational uplift of the Muslim women. In 1937, the need for 
channelising the activities of the women in support of the Muslim 
League became apparent. 

The question of associating Muslim women with the League 
was considered during the Lucknow session of the Muslim League 
in October 1937. The matter was not discussed in the open session 
but in a separate meeting held under Begum Muhammad Ali's 
presidentship a women section of the Muslim League was 
formed.I But no concrete steps were taken in this direction after the 
session and the matter virtually remained dormant till the Patna 
session of the League. 

------
I. lnqilab, 20 October 1937. 
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Meanwhile theLeaguewas gradually gaining popularity amongst · 
the Muslim masses. The attitude of the Congress ministries in the 
provinces towards the minorities further strengthened the League. 

An important feature of early thirties was the development 
of the idea of Pakistan. Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal was the first Muslim 
to propound this idea in 1930 in the annual session of the All-India 
Muslim League held at Allahabad. During the course of his presiden­
tial address while discussing .various political problems confronting 
India, he suggested a solution to the problems the Muslims were 
facing in the subcontinent. He advocated • ·the creation of 
a separate Muslim block in India within or without the B.ritish 
Commonwealth. 

Allama Iqbal envisaged a confederation comprising Muslim 
and non-Muslim provinces or areas. Choudhary Rahmat . .\.Ii, then a 
post-graduate student at the E~manuel College, Cambridge, England, 
went a step further and demanded a separate and independent home­

land for the Muslims in the Muslim majority areas. A .new move was 
voiced for this proposed federation-•Pa1cistan', a word which was 
derived from the letters of the provinces comprising the Muslim 
majority areas i.e., P from Punjab, A from Afghan Province 

(N.W.F.P.), K from Kashmir, S from Sindh and TAN from Baluchis­
tan, meaning land of the pure. The word proved a talisman and 

the idea of having an independent homeland for the Muslims caught 
the imagination of the people. 

In 1932 Choudhary Rahmat Ali started the .' Pakistan National 
Movement' with its headquarters at 16-Montague Road, Cambridge 
and published the first pamphlet entitled 'Now or Never' in which he 
propounded the new idea. It had the blessings of Allama Iqbal who 
was then in London in connection with the Round Table Conference 
called by the British Government to solve the constitutional issues 

of the British India. 'Now or Never' created a tremendous stir in the 
political circles in England as well as in India. The British and the 
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Hindus abhored this idea whereas tbe Maslims took it with mixed 
feelings. Choudhary R.ahmat Ali, however, carried GD a relentless 
propaganda in favour of Pakistan. 

The first woman to write on this subject was the famous 
Turkish journalist Halide Edib Khanum, who met Rahmat Ali in 
England and in her book Inside lndia2 devoted a chapter to this 
subject. This was taken notice of by the Indian Muslims who started 
writing in support of it. Farida Jahan Begum a lady from Lahore was 
probably the first Muslim woman to write an article in the daily 
Jnqilab entitled 'Pakistan'3 in September 1938. 

Begum Hafiz-ud-Din, wife of the Nawab of Surat, at this stage 
took up the matter of organising Muslim women under the Muslim 
League. She talked to her husband in this regard but received no en­
couragement. She then approached the Quaid-i-Azam who welcomed 
the proposal and assured her that a section of Muslim women under 
the Muslim League would soon be set up. 4 The Quaid was himself 
convinced of the importance of women's inclusion in the League and 
the part they were to play in the national politics in future. He was 
aware that the campaign started by him could not be truly 
representative if women remained aloof and believed in the dictum 
that no nation could rise to the height of glory unless its women 
worked side by side with their men. 

The question finally came up before the Muslim League in its 
annual session held at Patna in December 1938.The main resolution on 
the subject was moved by Begum Habibullah, member of the Council 
of the All-India Muslim League from the United Provinces. Moving 
the resolution, she emphasised that ''Muslim women should not 
only confine their activities to the hearth and house but should come 
out of their seclusion, acquaint themselves with problems and events 
of the modern world and marshall their energies to protect Muslim 

2. Halide Blib, l,uide India, London, 1937, pp. 349-62. 

3. lnqilal,, 8 September 1938. 

4. Mashrique (Daily), Lahore, 5 April 1967. 
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rights a~d interests.''S Maulvi Muhammad Farooq from-the U.P., 
supporting the resolution, referred to the purdah system and suggestod 
that this should not prevent Muslim women from making progress.6 
A section of the audience protested that purdah was a sacred institu­
tion of Islam. Seeing the discussion taking an awkward turn the 
Quaid-i-Azam urged the audience "not to give way to excitement and 
to concentrate on the resolution which only meant to organise 
Muslim women under the League."7 After some further discussion 
the resolution was carried by an overwhelming majority. The text of 
the resolution ran as follows:-

"Whereas it is . necessary to afford adequate opportunities 
to women for their development and growth in order to 
participate in the struggle for social, economic and politi­
cal emancipation of the Muslim nation in India, this 
Session of the All India Muslim League resolves that an 
All India Muslim Women's Sub-Committee be formed of 
the following members with powers to co-opt with the · 
following objects in view :-, 

(a) to organise provincial and district women's Sub­
Committees under the Provincial and Distri~t Muslim 
Leagues; 

(b) to enlist large number of women to the membership 
of the Muslim League ; 

(c) to carry on intensive propaganda amongst the Muslim 
women throughout India in order -to create in them 
a sense of greater political consciousness ; 

( d) to advise and gui4,e them in all such matters as mainly 
rest on them for the uplift of the Muslim society."s 

-------
S. The Indian A.nnaal Register, Calcutta, vol. 2, 1938, p. 349. 

6. Ibid. 
7. Ibid. 
8. Resolutions of the All India Muslim League from October 1937 to 

December 1938, published by (Nawabzada) Liaquat Ali Khan, Honorary 
Secretary, All India Muslim League, Delhi, pp. 58-60. 
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. 
The members appointed on the Central Sub-Committee were 

as follows :~ 

Punjab 

Bengal 

:Bombay 

U. P. 

1. Begum Shah Nawaz . . 
3. Lady Jamal Khan. 

2. Mrs. Rashida Latif. 
4. Lady Abdul Qadir. 

I. Begum Shahab-ud-Din. 2. Mrs. M. M. Ispahani. 

I. Miss Fatima Jinnah. 

3. Begum Hafiz-ud-Din. 

J. Begum Habibullah. 

3. Begum Wasim. 

5. Begum Nawab Ismail 
Khan. 

2. Mrs. Faiz Tayyabji. 

2. Begum Aizaz Rasool. 

4. Begum Muhammad Ali. 

6. Miss Rahilah &hatoon. 

C. P. I. Miss Nadir Jahan of Seoni. 

2. Begum Nawab Siddique Ali Khan. 

Bihar I. Lady Imam. 2. Begum Akhtar. 

Assam I. Mrs. Ata-ur-Rahman. 2. Miss J. Khan. 

Sindh . . I . Lady Abdullah Haroon. 2. Lady Hidayatullah. 

3. Begum Shaban. 4. Mrs. Hatim Tayyabji. 

Delhi 1. Mrs. Husain Malik. 2. Mrs. Najm-ul-Hasan. 
3. Begum Rahman. 

N.-W.F.P. I. Begum Haji Sa'dullah Khan. . . 

2. Mrs. Khwaja Allah Bux. 

Madras I. Mrs. Ayesha Kulhamoro Haji. 

2. Mrs. Qureshi.9 

It was for the first time that an appeal was made to Muslim 

women to organise themselves within the League. The formation of 

the Central Sub-Committee and later of provincial and district 

sub-committees gradually infused political consciousness amongst 

Muslim women, particularly of the middle-class who bad up till now 
lived a secluded life. 

---- -
9. Ibid. 
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· After the Patna session, Muslim women started the work of 
organising committees in the provinces. In the Punjab, they had 
~lready an organisation known as the Punjab Provincial · Muslim 
Women's League.to Its sphere of activities was confined to edu­
cational and social reforms and it rarely took part in politics. 
Individual women leaders and social workers like Fatima Begum, 
Lady Abdul Qadir, Lady Shafi, Baji Rashida Latif, Dr. Miss Khadija 
Feroz-ud-Din, Begum Hijab Imtiaz Ali, Begum Saif-ud-Din Kitch­
lew and others were also doing considerable social work at Lahore.· 
In Jallundhar, Begum Khan Asadullah Khan, in Ferozepur, Begum 
Qalandar Ali Khan and in Amritsar, Begum Mirza Baiza Khan were 
doing this job. In view of the existence of the Punjab Muslim 
Women's League, the women of the Punjab decided to reorganise 
themselves and widen their activities under this body. 

After reorganisation, the new League started its work. Its 
first achievement was the opening of an industrial home and a pri­
mary school for girls at Lahore. 11 The membership fee was fixed at 
two annas and a drive to enlist more members was launched. The 
work of organising primary committees was started in the Province. 
This provincial body was affiliated to the Central Sub-Committee of 
the League in 1939.12 . 

---
10. Inqllab, 27 March 1935, 24 and 29 May }936, 19 December 1940. The . . 

first meeting of this organisation was held on 25 March 1935 in the Barkat 
Ali lslamia Hall, Laho:-e. Lady Fazl-i-Husain was elected its President 
with Begum Qalandar Ali Khan as General Sec1etary and later on Begum 
Shah Nawaz became its General Secretary. Three sections viz; cducation,­
politics and social welfare were formed. The office-bearers of these 

sections were also elected. A General Council consisting of two hundred 
members was formed. Eight Vice-Presidents were also nominat~d. Some 
of them were Lady Sikandar Hayat Khan, Lady Shah Din, Begum Shah 
Nawaz of Mamdot, Begum Muzaff'ar Khan and Begum Asghar Ali. 

11. Women's Role in the Freedom Movement, op. c/t. This information has 

been confirmed by Begum Geeti Ara Bashir Ahmad and Begum Salma 
Tasadduque Husain. 

12. Jnqi/ab, 19 December 1940. Afterwards reorganised in December 1940. 
For details see lnqilab, 19 December 1940 and 26 February 19tl. 
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The historic Lahore session of the Muslim League was to 
be held in March 1940. Muslim women had by then fully grasped the 
Muslims' demand and their fundamental differences with the Hindus. 
The Punjab Provincial Women's Sub-Committee started a regular 
campaign to popularise this demand two months before the session 
and held various meetings at different places. It instructed all the 
district and primary Leagues to finance the Sub-Committee accord­
ing to their capacity and send as many volunteers as possible. A 
Women's Reception Committee was appointed with Lady Abdul 
Qadir as President and Nawabzadi Qaisra Begum as Chairman to 
organise women volunteers to look after the guests coming to attend 
the session.13 A separate wing was reserved in the Islamia College 
for Women, Cooper Road, Lahore, and women leaders of Lahore 
also offered accommodation to guests at their residences. 

In order to make the forthcoming League session a success, a 
largely attended meeting of women was held on 12 February 1940, 
in the Barkat Ali Islamia Hall, under the auspices of. the Provincial 
Women's Sub-Committee which was presided over by Lady Abdul 
Qadir,14 Explaining the aims and objects of the Muslim League, 
Begum Shah Nawaz appealed to women to prepare themselves for the 
reception of the women guests coming from other provinces. Fatima 
Begum, Principal of the Islamia College for _ Girls, Nawan Kot, 
Lahore, made a number of suggestions in connection with the recep­
tion of the guests and promised to send twelYe volunteer girl students 
for assistance. Sayyida Sardar Akhtar, President of the Central Sub­
Committee of the All-India Muslim Women's League, urged Muslim 
women to come out of their secluded life and organise themselves 
under the League banner.15 

-------
13. The fee of membership of the Reception Committee was fixed at Rs. SI 

The Committee spent more than Rs. 2,000 for the arrangements of the 
session. A detailed account appeared in the lnqilab on 19 December 1940. 

14. lnqilab, IS Februa1y 1940. 

IS. Ibid. 
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\ 
In response to the appeal of the Provincial Sub-Committee, the 

district and primary committees, particularly those , of Lahore, res-
ponded promptly and arranged meetings in their respective areas. 
The Provincial Sub-Committee also sent women leaders to the remot,e . . 

areas where primary Leagues had not been formed by that time. There 
was hardly a place of any importance left which remained unvisited 
by women and where the message of the League was not proclaimed. 

On 22 March 1940, the fir st day of the annual session of the 
All-India Muslim League, a huge gathering of Muslim women from 

all over the subcontinent was present to lend support to the League 
cause. It was reported that the ''special feature of the Session 
was the appearance of such a large number of Muslim women in a 
public function of this sort"16• Young female volunteers lined up the 
path from the entrance to the pa11dal and to the dais and sang League 
~ongs and poeins. The famous tarana, Millot Ka Pasban Hai 
Miihammad Ali Jinntih11 composed by Mian Bashir Ahmad, was also 
recited which later became the ''signature-tune of all League meetings 
thereafter." 18 

The. La~ore session of the Muslim League was of unique im­
portance in retrospect and a landmark in the history of Muslim India 
for it decreed in favour of separation and added new dimensions to 
the demands of the Muslims. For the first time the Muslim League 
adopted the achievement of an independent Muslim state as its 
goal in the subcontinent. On this occasion the Quaid-i-Azam, in his 
presidential address, referring to the earlier activities of the Muslim 
League pointed out the importance of women's role in the League. 
He said, "I believe that it is absolutely essential for us to give every 
opportunity to our women to participate in our struggle of life and · 
death; Women can do a great deal within their homes even under 
purdah .. · . . This Central Committee, I am glad to say, started 

16. Syed Sharif•ud-Din Pirzada, The Pakistan Resolution and the Historic 

Lahore Session, Karachi, 1968, p . 35. 
17. See Appendix C. 
18. Women's Role in the Freedom Movement, op. cit. 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 



46 

its work seriously and earnestly. It bas done a great deal of useful 
work. I have no doubt that when we come to deal with their report 
of work done we shall really feel grateful to them for all the services 
that they have rendered to the Muslim League."19 

In the course of his address, while advocating the two-nation 
theory, the Quaid declared that "Mussalmans arc a nation according 
to any definition of a nation and they must have their homelands, 
their territory and their state. " 20 He further said that:-

''The Hindus and Muslims belong to two different religious 
philosopics, social C\lstoms, literature. They neither 
intermarry, nor interdine together and, indeed they belong 
to two different civilisations which are based mainly on 
conflicting ideas and conceptions. Their concepts on life and 
of life are different. It is quite clear that Hindus and 
Mussalmans derive their inspiration from different sources 
of history. They have different eph:~, their heroes are 
different, and different episodes .... To yoke together two 
such nations under a single state, one as a numerical mi­
nority, and the other as a majority, must lead to growing 
discontent and final destruction of any fabric that may be 
so built up for the government of such a state. " 21 

The main resolution of the session was moved by Maulvi A.K. 
Fazl-ul-Haq, Prime Minister of Bengal, on 23 March 1940. 

The resolution stated : 
"that it is the considered view of this Session of the All 
India Muslim League that no constitutional plan would 

19.. All India Muslim League Lahore Session, March 1940, Presidential Address 

by Mr. M.A. Jinnah and Text of Resolution en the future of India and the 
position of Mussalmans under it together with brief summary of speeches 

delivered on the re:olution, published by (Nawabzada) Liaquat. Ali Khan. 
Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League, Darayganj, Delhi, p. 2. 

20. Ibid, p. 25. 

21. Ibid, pp. 22-23. 
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be workable in this cour;itry or acceptable to the Muslims . . 
unless it is designed on the following basic principle~ viz., 
that geographically contiguous units are demarcated into 
regions which should be constituted, .with such territorial 
readjustments a-s may be necessary, that the areas in 
which the Muslims are numerically in a majority as in the 
North Western and Eastern zones of India should be 
grouped to constitute 'Independent stat"s' in which the 
constituent units shall be autonomous and sovereign."22 

The session authorised the Working Committee ''to frame a 
scheme of constitution in accordance with these basic principles, 
providing for the assum~tion finally by the respective regions of all 
powers such as defence, external affairs, communications, customs 
and such other matters as may be necessary. "23 

This resolution was a simple and clear cut answer to the Congress 
ambitions. It was adopted on 24 March 1940 by an overwhelming 
majority.24 From the women section, Begum Muhammad Ali, who 
bad also participated in the deliberations on the draft resolution in 
the Working Committee's meeting on 22 March, spoke in support 
of the resolution. During the course of her address she "appealed to_ 
the Muslims to have patience and remain unperturbed specially under 
the present difficult circumstances when unity in their ranks was their 
greatest necessity."25 On the issue of inclusion of Muslim women 
into the League, she said, "she was glad to be able to say that Muslim 
women had been given an opportunity to work in the political field. She 
felt inclined to say that men could not do anything without the help 
of women."26 Concluding her speech, she remarked, ''we may be 

-----
22. Ibid, p. 28. 

23. Ibid, p. 29. 

24. lnqi/ab, 26 March 1940. 

25. All India Muslim League Lahore Session, March 1940, op. cit., p. 40 ; 
G. Allana, Pakistan Movement: Historic Documents, Karachi (2nd ed), 
1968, p. 252. 

26. Ibid. 
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lesser in number but we are greater in strength and our spirits remain 
undeterred and Muslim women of India will fight shoulder to 
shoulder with their men for the achievement of the goal which 
has been laid down by this resolution. " 27 

It is interesting to note that Begum Muhammad Ali in her speech 
made a reference to the resolution as the 'Pakistan Resolution.'28 

It had been decided earlier by the Women's Central Sub-Committee 
to hold its separate annual session normally the day after the opening 
of the annual session of the Muslim League.29 The separate session of 
the Women's Ceatral Sub-Committee was held on 23 March in the . 
Habibia Hall of Islamia College, Lahore, under the presidentship of 
Begmn Muhammad Ali. This was the first annual session of the Sub-. . 
Committee after its formation in 1938. A large number of women 
leaders from all over the subcontinent were present.Jo 

In her speech Begum Nawab Hafiz-ud-Din thanked the 
Punjab Muslim Women's Sub-Committee for the reception and 

arrangements made for the guests. She stressed the need for 

------
27. Ibid. 

\ 

28. Sayyid Hasan Riaz, Pakistan Na-Guzir Tha (Urdu), Karachi, 1968, p. 256 . 
. 

29. A/I-India Muslim Lea1ue ki MaJ/is-J•Kl,awatin kay Qawanin-o-Zawabat 
• 

(Urdu), Bombay, 1939, published by Beaum Hafiz-ud-Din, Secretary, All-

India Muslim Women's Central Sub-Committee. 

30. lnqilab, 24 March 1940. Prominent among them were Miss Fatima Jinnah, 

Bombay, Begum Liaquat Ali Khan, Delhi, Lady Abdullah Haroon, Sindb, 
Begum Nawab Hafiz-ud-Din of Surat, Begum Nawab Ismail Khan 
from Mcerut, Begum Habibullah, Luck.now, Begum Razaullah Beg, 

Delhi, Begum Abdul Hafiz, Lucknow, Begum Rahman and daughter of 

Haji Musa Khan Sherwani of Aligarh, Begum Nawab Yar Jang Bahadur, 

Beaum Hamidullah, Khurshid Ara Begum and Begum Nadir Jahan. C.P., 
Begum Humayun Mirza, Mvsore State, Miss J. Khan, Delhi, Hajya 

Begum, Begum Aizaz Rasool, U.P., Begum Momin.Calcutta, Begum Bashir 
Ahmed, Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain, Begum Shah Nawaz, Lady 

Shafi, Lady Abdul Qadir, Baji Rashida Latif, Fatima Begum and a host 

of others from Lahore. 
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Muslim women's participation with men in the national struggle to 
prove that they were politically alive. In the end, she appealed that 
Muslims should unite for the achievement of League's ideal and offer 
strong resistance to the claims advanced by the Congress. Begum 
Nawab Bahadur Yar Jang laid emphasis on the proper training of 
children in order to make them better citizens. Miss Fatima Jinnah, 
speaking in Urdu, expressed satisfaction on the role Muslim women 
were playing in politics and pointed out that only a few years ago no 
Muslim woman could be found in the political field and that it was 
surprising that they were now prepared to face any crisis. 

Begum Razaullah Beg and Miss J. Koan, n\embers of the Central 
Sub-Committee from Delhi and Assam respectively appealed the 
educated Muslim women to carry on an intensive campaign of village 
upliit and to teach uneducated Muslim women to enable them to un­
derstand the cause of the Muslim League. After a few more speeches 
on the subjects like adoption of Urdu as the lingua franca, the right · 
of inheritance by girls and offering fatiha for Khaksar martyrs who 
had lost their lives during the shooting incident in Lahore, the 
session passed a resolution urging Muslim women of the subcontinent 
in general and of the Punjab in particular to propagate the 
League cause in their respective areas and to increase the membership 
of the League. 

On 25 March the Quaid-i-Azam addressed the students of the 
Islamia College for Girls, Na wan Kot, Lahore, at the invitation of the 
Working Committee of the College.31.The College was on this occasion 
renamed as the Jinnah Islatllia College for Girls. In reply to the wel­
come address the Quaid-i-Azam, while laying stress on the participa­
tion of women in the national struggle, remarked that besides the 
two well-known powers namely of the pen and the sword, there was , 

another power more forceful than these two. This was the power of 
woman which guided man to make use of either of these .. Comment­
ing on women's activities, he observed that the Muslim League was 

- -----
31. Jnqilab, 28 March and 3 April 1940. 
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. ' ' 

not ignorant of _the politi~al ~mbitions of Muslim women and desi.J;ed 
. . . , . 

that they should play a positive role in the national struggle. Ack~o-. . ' 

wledging their past contributions, be remarke.d that .. tJle Women'~ 
! • • • 

Central Sub-Committee, formed in 1938, had made ~uffic:ent progress 
' ' ' 

during the past fifteen months despite tlie various obstacles and 
difficulties placed in its .way. 

' 

· · It would be appropriate to give a brief account of women's 
activities during the Khaksar demonstrations and work of relief done 
by them during these tragic days of Punjab history. When prepara­
tions for the Lahore,session of the League were being made, a clash 

between the Khaksars an~ the Punjab Government occurred on 19 
March 1940 owing to the ban imposed on all organisations using 

uniforms.32 The Khaksars defied the ban. This resulted in a severe 
clash with the poli~e causing about thirty-two casualities. Sir Sikandar 
Hayat's Gove~nment pro,mptly declared the Kbaksar organisation an 
unlawful association. The Government arrested a large number of 
Khaksars and their leaders. Such an atmosphere .was likely to disturb . ' 

tb~ programme of the L.eague and greatly agitated the Muslims. The 
Muslim League was not un~indful of these happenings and it raised 

'• ' 

voice in support of the Khaksars. The Quaid-i-A:zam was so much 
perturb~d that he cancelled the programme of procession whic:h was 
to be taken out on his arrival at Lahore. On his arrival on 21 
March, he immediately visited . the wounded Khaksars in hospital 
and promised to 'take up their tausc with th~ Gove,rnment. 

The Muslim Le.ague took up the ~haksars' issue in its meeting 
on 23 March and adopted a resoluti.on moved. by the Quaid-i-Azam 
himself who was in chair. -The resolution called upon the Govern­
ment "to forthwith appoint an independent and impartial committee 
of inquiry personnel of which would command perfect confidence of 

-------
' ' 

32. Ibid, 20 ~iarch 1940. The Khaksar organisation was formed in early 
thirtees by AJlama Inayatullah Khan Mashriqi and had confined its 

activities to social and religious matters but later on started participating 
in politics. 
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the people with instructions to them to make ful_l and_ (?Omplete in-
. . . . . ' ' : . . 

vestigation and inquiry in the whole affairs and make their report as 
soon as possible. "33 The meeting also urged the various provincial 
governments to remove the ban imposed upon the organisation as 
soon as . possible. Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan appointed an Enquiry 
Committee,. consisting of the Chief .Justice of the High Court of: 
Lahore and Chaudhary Nimatullah, a Judge of the Allahabad High 
Court.34 

The Muslim women all over the country expressed their resent­
ment against this measure of the Punjab Government. The Women's. 
Sub-Committee of the Punjab Provincial League and the various 
primary committees held meetings and passed resolutions endorsing 
the League's decision. They urged the Punjab Government to lift 
the ban imposed on the organisation and to release the leaders) 
immediately. For the first time, a small group of Muslim women 
wearing burqas took out a procession at Lahore .on 23 April 1940. 
Three women carried placards in their hands and marched along the 
different streets of Lahore. The police.fallowed the procession all · 
along the route but nothing untoward h_appened and it dispersed 
peacefully. 35 

This was an unprecedented step for a large majority of Muslim · 
women at that time considered walking in ·a procession and making 
demonstrations a great risk to th~ir reputation •. These Muslim women 
were severely criticised for t~i.s bold $tep by the Hindu Press but 
they continued their activities36• A Jaish31 of ten Khaksar women 

------
33. Resolutions of tl,e All India Muslim League from March 1940 to,4pri/ 1941. 

published by {Nawabzada) Liaquat Ali Khan, Honorary Secretary, All 
India Muslim League, Delhi. 

34. · Mashrique, 20 April 1968. 

35. lnqilab, 25 April 1940. 

36. Ibid, 28 April 1940 

37. A term used by the Khaksar organisation for a group of persons. 
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with the words Akhuwwat31 embroidered on the top of their burqas 

again took out a procession on 16 June 1940 under the leadership 
of Miss Saeeda Bano.39 The procession dispersed quietly.40 

Two days later another procession, consisting of eleven men 
and women marched to the residence of the Punjab Premier. The 

women were in burqas and the sa/ar wore the Khaksar uniform. The 
men carried placards in their hands. The police tried to stop 
them but they refused to submit and on their refusal to hand over 
their placards they were arrested. The women volunteers were 
asked to repair to their ftomes and when they refused to do so they 
were also arrested and sent to the Women's Jail.41 

The Women's Sub-Committee of the Punjab Provincial Muslim 
League continued to help the Khaksar party. In the annual session 
of the Sub-Committee held on 13 January 1942 in the Barkat Ali 
Islamia Hall, under the presidentship of Lady Maratab Ali, it urged 
the Government to lift the ban and end the grave situation arising 
out of the prolonged and indefinite detention without trial of the 
Khaksar leader Allama Inayatullah Khan Mashriqi.42 

So far the Muslim League had made all possible effort to help 
the Kbaksars. But after the unsuccessful attempt by a Kbaksar to 
assassinate the Quaid-i-Azam on 26 July 1943 the Muslim League 
dissociated itself from the Khaksar movement. On 14 November 
1943, the All-India Muslim League Council in its session held at New 
Delhi passed · a resolution to tbi.t effect. With this decision, the 
support of the League for the Kbaksar movement came to an end. 

------
38. A sign of the Khaksar o!ganisation. 

39. This young girl who was then about 11 years old belonged to Delhi. 

During these days she stayed in Unchi Masjid. She, within a short time, 

gained popularity by her eloquent speeches and boldness. 

40. Jnqilab, 18 June 1940. 

41. Ibid, 20 June 1940. 

42. Ibid, 16 January 1942. 
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After the Lahore session the Muslim women earnestly 

started the work of popularising the Lahore Resolution with religious 

fervour. Under a directive from the Quaid-i-Azam, a huge gathering 

of the Muslim women was organised to\\'ards the end of April 1940 at 

the Jinnah Islamia College for Girls, Lahore. Inspiring speeches 

were made by women leaders urging.women to join hands with men 

in the national struggle. In the end, a resolution for the partition 

of the subcontinent was unanimously passed.43 The work of estab­

lishing branches of the Muslim League in different cities and towns 

was now actively taken in hand. A number -of meetings were held in 

support of the Muslim League, and its objective was propagated. 

Up to this time the members of the Provincial body of the 

Women's Sub-Committee were the same which had been elected in 
1935 and affiliated with the Central Sub-Committee in 1939.44 After 

the Lahore session of the League it was considered desirable to re­

organise this body. A meeting of the Muslim women met on 11 

December 1940 to frame rules and regulations for the Sub-Committee. 

In this meeting the existing body was reorganised and re~named as 

the Punjab Women's Committee of the All-India Muslim League . . 
The work of this body was to be controlled by a Working Committee 

consisting of 21 members. A President, a Secretary and a Treasurer 

were to be the office-bearers of the organisation and they were to serve 

on the Working Committee of the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee 

as its ex-officio members.45 Another meeting was held on 19 February 

1941 for the election of the office-bearers of the Sub-Committee and 

the members of the Working Committee. Three sub-committees on 

~ducation~ publicity and information, and social welfare were also 

constituted through election. The fee for ordinary membership was 

fixed at annas two per month and annas ten for that of the Working 

Com mi ttce. 46 

---
43. Ibid, 26 April 1940. 

44. Ibid, 19 December 1940. 

45. Ibid. 

46. Ibid, 26 February 1941. 
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A meeting of the reorganised Sub-Committee was held on 
31 March 1941 under the •presidentship of Lady Zulfiqar Ali, the 
newly elected President of the Sub-Committee. A report of the 
activities of the organisation was approved ·and sent for presentation 
at the next annual session of the Muslim League to be held at Madras. 
It was also resolved that a 'Muslim League Week' should be observed 
and meetings held at different places from 15 April47 in response 
to a resolution of the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim 
League passed in February 1941.48 In pursuance of this resolution, 
Muslim women organised several meetings in various parts of the city 
.and explained the significance of the Pakistan Scheme.49 Hundreds 
of new members were enrolled. The enthusiasm displayed by women, 
can well be assessed from an interview which Fatima Begum, Secretary 
of the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee, gave to a cor~espondent 
of the Orient Press. She stated that the Pun)ab was the nerve-centre 
of 'Pakistan' and that the Muslim women of the Punjab were putting 
in their best efforts to organise themselves in a manner which should 
serve as a guiding light to similar activities of Muslim women in 
other provinces. She deplored the inactivity of the ·male section 
of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League. She further remarked that 
their energies • were directed towards enlisting every single Muslim 
woman of the Province as a Muslim Leaguer.50 

T~e Women's Central Sub-Committee of the All-India Muslim 
League was reconstituted during the Madras session of the All-India 
Muslim Leagµe held in April 1941. According to resolution No. 8, 
i~ was resolved that "the following names of ladies be substituted for 
those approved under Res. No. 6 passed at the Patna Session 
of the All-India Muslim League in December 193&."51 The resolution 
- -----

47. Ibid, 4 A('lril 1941. 

48. The Indian Annual Register, vol. I , 1941, p. 293 ; 
Resolutions of the All India Muslim uague from March 1940 to April 1941, 
op. cit., pp. 40-41. 

49. lnqilab, l May 1941. 

SO. Ieid. 

SI. Resolutions of the All India Muslim League, op. cit. 
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' . 

was prop9sed by Begum Aizaz Rasool, daughter of Nawab Sir Zulfiqar 
Ali and seconded by Nawabzada ·Liaquat Ali Khan. The names of the 

members of the Central Sub-Committee were as follows :-

Punjab 

Bengal 

Bombay 

J. Begum Shah Nawaz. 
3. Lady Abdul Qadir. 

J. Begum Shahab-ud-Din. 
3. Begum H. A. Hakam. 

1. Miss Fatima Jinnah. 
3. Mrs. Jairazbhoy. 
5. Mrs. Simji. 

2. Begum Bashir Ahmad. 
4. Fatima Begum. 

2. Begum M.M. Ispahani. 

2. Begum Hafiz-ud-Din, 
4. Mrs. Somjee. 

U. P. J. Begum Habibullah. 2. Begum Aizaz Rasool. 
3. Begum Muhammad Ali. 4. Begum Wasim. 

C . P. 

Bihar 

Assam 
-

Sindh 

Delhi. 

. . . . 
N.-W.F.P. 

5. Mi~s Rahilah Khatoon. 6. Begum Akht.ar. 

1. Miss Nadir Jahan. 

I. Begum Akhtar . . . 
. 

I. Mrs. Ata-ur-Rah·man. 
. 

Muhammad Khan. 

2. Begum Nawab Siddique 
Ali Khan. 

I . . Lady Abdullah Har~on. . . . . . , 

I . Mrs. Husain Malik. 2. Begum Rahman. 
3. Mrs. Razaullah Beg. 4. Begum Mubainniad Husain . 

. .. 
I. · Mrs, Aslam. 2. Begum Haji Sa'dullah 
3. Mrs. Kamal-ud-Din. Khan. __ _. 

Baluchistan 1. Mrs. Qazi Muhammad Isa. 

Madras 1. Mrs. Sayyid Abdul Wahab Bokhari. 

2. Mrs. Abdul Hamid Hasan. 

3. Mrs. Malang Ahmad Badshah. 

4. Mrs. Hamid Khan. 
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.10 May 1941 when the Working Committee of the Punjal> 
Provincial Muslim League was elected after this branch's affiliation 
to the All-India Muslim League in 1940, two prominent members of 
the women section of the League namely Begum Shah Nawaz and 
Fatima Begum, were elected as members.s2 

In the second half of 1941 and early 1942 numerous meetings 
were held in Amritsar, Lahore, Gujranwala, Ferozepur and other 
cities of the Punjab in order to popularise the demand for 'Pakistan .. 
amongst the masses and to establish primary Leagues. Fatima Begum 
and others prominently took part in these tours.53 In a meeting held 
at Gujranwala on 5 March 1942 under the presidentship of Begum 
Sayyid Afzal Ali, strongly worded speeches demanding 'Pakistan• 
were delivered and a telegram to this effect was sent to the Vicerory.s4 

Likewise a similar gathering was held on 6 March at Wazirabad. 
Fatima Begum was in chair. A resolution was passed in support of 
'Pakistan' and a copy was sent to the Viceroy. 

Meanwhile, the War had entered in a new phase. In July 
1941, the Viceroy nominated Sir Sikaodar Hayat Khan, Maulvi A.K. 
Fazl-ul-Haq and Sir Muhammad Sa'dullab, Premiers of the Punja!> 
Bengal and Assam respectively--and Begum Shah Nawaz on the 
newly set up National Defence Council as representatives of the 
Muslims. This was done over the head of the President of the Muslim . 
League. The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League in 
a resolution passed in its meeting on 25 August 1941 called upon 
them to resign from the Defence Council within ten days. The three 
Premiers resigned but Begum Shah Na waz who was separately asked to 
resign on 26 August refused to do so on the plea that she had been 
nominated as representative of the Indian women. Thereupon, she was 
expelled from the Muslim League.ss 
--- - ---

S2. Jnqilab, 31 May 1941. 
53. Ibid, 1. June, 14 September 94 i and 18 April 1942. 
54. Ibid, 12 March 1942. 
SS. Ibid, 14 September 1941 ; 

The Indian Annual Register, vol. 2, 1941, pp. 212, 21S-16. (There were 
eight Muslims who had accepted the Viceroy's invitation. The three 
Premiers resigned on 11 September 1941. Sir Sultan Ahmad was expelled 
on his refusal to resign from the Defence Council and Nawab of Chatari 
bad already resigned on his appointment as the President of the Hyder­
abad Executive Council). 
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This matter was discussed in a meeting of the Women's 
Central Sub-Committee of the All-India Muslim League. The Com-

. mittee expressed its satisfaction over the decision of the League's High 
Command, which was supported in another meeting of Muslim 
women held at Lucknow on 3 December 1941. Begum Muhammad 
Ali was in chair. Besides other speeches delivered in the ·meeting 
demanding 'Pakistan', a resolution was passed in support of the 
resolution of the Central Sub-Committee against the unjust action 
of Begum Shah Nawaz.s6 

A similar meeting of the Punjab Provincial Women's Sub-Com­
mittee was also held on 13 January 1942 in Lahore. It was presided 

over by Lady Maratab Ali. It passed a vote of censure against all 
those who had 'betrayed' the cause of the Muslim League and proved 
'traitors' to it.57 Lady Maratab Ali in lier presidential address said 
that "the task that our men folk have set themselves cannot be achiev­
ed alone; it is our duty to help them in gaining their goal. " 58 She fur­
ther said "that the days have gone when Punjab's Muslim women were 

considered fit only for cooking food and minding children. It is now 
essential for them to take an equal share of responsibility with their 
men. folk in the field of politics. "59 Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain, 
the Propaganda Secretary of the Sub-Committee, • exhorted Muslim 

women to speak unanimously through the Muslim League and demand 
'Pakistan' where lay their political, social and economic salvation. She 
said that · ''one h11s to pay a price for everything obtained. Pakistan 
has its-price and if we wish to achieve that goal, we shall have to pay 
its price to the utmost."60 la the course of the meeting, a full-sized 

wall map of 'Pakistan' was displayed and it was resolved that every 
Muslim family should obtain and hang one similar map inside its 

56, l11qilah, S December 1941. 

57. The Easter11 Times (Weekly), Lahore, 16 January 1942, p. 14. 

58. Ibid. 
59. Ibid. 
60. Ibid. 
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home to act as reminder of the goal which Muslims were to achieve.61 

The session passed a vote of full confidence in the leadership of the 
Quaid-i-Azam. A large -number of women were also enrolled as mem­
bers of the Muslim League. In the end the annual elections of the 
office-bearers were held. Lady Maratab Ali was unanimously elected 
President and Fatima Begum St9retary. Begum Salma Tasadjuque 
Husain was elected Joint Secretary and Begum Abdul Aziz as 
Treasurer. Miss Ghulam Mohayy-ud-Din was to bold the office 
of Organising Secretary and Miss Suraiya Rashid was elected ~oint 
Financial Secretary. 

While taking into account the activities of the Women's Sub­
Committee it is necessary to recognise the enthusiastic role of the 
Muslim girl students in uniting the community and in the attainment 
of 'Pakistan'. In the Punjab, the Muslim Girl Students Federation 
was formed under the auspices of the Punjab Muslim Students 
Federation which had been established during the year 1937-38 by 

Hamid Nizami, who later earned fame as editor of the daily Nawa-i­
Waqt, Lah~re, Khurshid Alam, who later became a famous Journalist, 

and some other student workers. By the year 1941, its High Command 
reali~ed the need of Muslim girl students' inclusion in the Federation. 
Before the inauguration of 'Pakistan Conference', convened to 
advocate and popularise the demand of the League for a separate 
homeland under the auspices of the Punjab Muslim Students Federa­
tion, a women section of the organisation was founded in the 
JiDDah lslamia College for Girls, Lahore in February 1941. The 
Organising Committee of the Federation appointed a General 
Committee for girls to enlist girl students in the organisation. it was 
decided to open branches of the Federation in all the local girl schools 
and colleges.62 On 20 July 1941 during the 'Pakistan Conference' 
held under the presidentship of Malik Barkat Ali, one of the leading 
political leaders of the Punjab, it was keenly felt to form a separate 

61. Ibid, also see 23 January 1942, p. 6. 

62. lnqllab, 9 February 1941. 
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. . 
section of Muslim Girl Students Federation in the Province under a 

proper constitution. The task of organising girl students was shoul­
dered by Lady Abdul Qadir, Fatima Begum and Miss M. Qureshi, a 
socio-political worker from Lahore.63 They also rendered assistance 
in making arrangements for the ladies who were attending the 
Conference.64 It was under their guidance that the Punjab Muslim 
Girl Students Federation was set up and under the instruct ions of the 
Federation girl students began to establish primary branches in var­

ious girls' schools and other educational institutions. Thus a general 
feeling of political consciousness among Muslim girl students was 
created and it was urged upon them to shoulder the responsibility of 
carrying the message of the Federation to every individual of the 
community. Miss M. Qureshi deserves special mention for her work in 
going from college to college for the establishment of the branches. 

The students of the Jinnah Jslamia College for Girls, Lahore 

also fully recognised the part they were to play in organising their 
community. Their first achievement was "in the form of 500 girls who 
were ·enrolled as members of the Federation in one day. "65 According 
to another information students of this College "consolidated the 
organisation and enrolled about 1,000 members" within a short 
spell of a few months.66 

63. In February 1941, an All-India Muslim Women Students Federation was 
inaugurated at Delhi bi Begum Shaista S. lkramullah. The first session 

of this Conference was held in the Anglo-Arabic G irls College, Delhi. 

In this Conference the contribution of Fatima Begum was greatly praised. 

"It was the delegates from Lahore, Jed by that poineer of women's move­

ment Fatima Begum", says.Begum_ Shaista lkramullah, "that gave our 
amateur little effort the appearance of real conference." Women's Role 

in the Freedom Movement, op. cit. 

64. The Indian Annual Register, vol. J, 1942, p. 327; 

The Etistern Times (Weekly), 6 March 1942, p. 10. 
65. The Eastern Time., (Weekly), 23 January 1942, p. 6. 

(Jn February 1942, different small groups of girl students enrolled over 

SOO Muslim women in the League. These groups worked under the 

supervision of Fatima Begum. See lnqilab, 22 February 1942.) 

66. The Indian Annual Register, vol. I, 1942, p. 327. 
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The activities of the Federation -proved a vanguard of the 
Women's Sub-Committee. It conducted public meetings under the 
auspices of the Women's Sub-Committee and girl students also 
toured the countryside during the summer vacations under the 
instructions of the Pakistan Rural Propaganda Sub-Committee, 
set up by the Punjab Muslim Students Federation in order to take: 
the message of the League to the masses in rural areas. 

The second annual session of the Punjab Muslim Students 
Federation was held on 7-8 March 1942 at Rawalpindi. A large 
number of Muslim girl students attended the Conference which 
is said to have been a special feature of the session.67 Some of the 
prominent girl students like Miss Farkhanda Akhtar and Miss Suraiya 
Rashid of the different colleges of Lahore spoke in favour of the 
resolutions passed in the session. Hamid Nizami moved a resolution 
regarding the new constitutional proposals for India and strongly 
protested "against the mischievous attempts and machinations of 
certain Hindus to frame a constitution without the consultation and 
to the determent of the Muslims."68 Warning the British Government 
it said "that any attempt on their part to go back on the declaration 
of 8 August 1940 shall be stoutly resisted by the Muslim nation all 
ov•r India."69 Assuring the Quaid-i-Azam it said "that the Muslim 
nation under his · able leadership shall, in a thoroughly organized 
and disciplined manner, strongly resist any such attempt of the British 
Government and shall readily make all sacrifices required of them 
in this connection."70 From the women's section, Miss Suraiya Rashid 
strongly ·supported the resolution and assured the Quaid-i-Azam 

that ''Muslim women shall fight shoulder to shoulder with their 
men both in the Congress and in the Government if Mr. Churchill 
betrays Muslim India."71 

67. Ibid, p. 328. 
68. Ibid. 
69. Ibid. 
70. Ibid. 
7J. Ibid, p. 329. 
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CHAPTER III 

To end the political dead lock in India the British Government 
sent a Mission under Sir Stafford Cripps in March 1942. The Congress 
reply to the Cripps offer was the 'Quit India Revolt.' The Muslim 
League also rejected the offer but under the Quaid-i-Azam's leadership 
the League called upon the Muslims "to abstain from any participation 
in the-movement" started by the Hindus.The Hindu-Muslim relations 
thus became further strained and the already wide gulf existing 
between them continued to widen. The Quaid-i-Azam, however, was 
determined to avail this opportunity for consolidating the position 
of the League. While the Hindu leaders were in jail and the Congress 
wu losing its grip, the League succeeded in 'reaping the ~arvest of 
the folly of its rivals.• 

The Muslim League took up the role of propagating and 
/ 

popularising the demand for 'Pakistan'. In obedience to the instruc-. 
tions of the Quaid-i-Azam both men and women started organising 
fresh branches of the League in the districts, tehsils and towns . 

• 

~ 

During this period the Quaid-i-Azam was invited by the Girl 
Students Federation to address a gathering of Muslim women in 

61 
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Lahore. A resolution to this effect bad already been passed by the Pro­
vincial Women's Sub-Committee during its annual meeting held on 13 
February 1943.1 The Sub-Committee sent an invitation to the Quaid 
on behalf of the Girl Students Federation which was accepted. On 21 
November 1942 a large number of Muslim women and girl students 
assembled in the Municipal Gardens, Lahore. Before the Quaid's 

address some of the prominent girl students and women leaders 

delivered speeches. Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain assured the 

Quaid-i-Azam that Muslim women would not fail to sacrifice their 

life whenever demanded by the Musljm League for the attainment 

of its goal. She said that the Muslims would not remain any longer 
in the bondage of slavery and expressed the desire to see the Muslim 

society, culture and language flourish in a f1 ee land of 'Pakistan.'2 

Miss Azra Khanum from the Lahore College for Women appealed 

to Muslim women to further the cause of 'Pakistan' till 'every Muslim 

women in India becomes Pakistan-minded.' Continuing she said, 
' ·I say most emphatically that Pakistan is our only demand, history 

justifies it, numbers confirm it, justice claims it, destiny demands it, 

posterity awaits it, and by God we will have it. " ·1 

Salma Abdul Majid, a member of the Provincial Women's Sul). 
Committee, declared that Muslim women had solemnly determined to 
give a stubborn resistence to their enemies. She said that Muslim women 
would travel from place to place to popularise the League cause and 
declared that women would be proud to face every possible hardship 

for the cause of 'Pakistan' and would not retreat but would continue 
to march ahead undeterred. Miss Farkhanda Akhtar of the Islamia 

College for Women, Lahore said that their only demand was 'Pakistan' 
10 which lay their salvation and that they would not rest until their 

aim was achieved. Salma Abdur Rab, Munshi Fazil, perhaps a teacher 
of a local college stated that they were fully prepared to sacrifice 

their life and property for their sole aim-'Pakis tan.'4 

I. Tit, Eastern Times (Weekly), 16 January 1942, p. 14. 

2. lnqilab, 23 November 1942. 

3. The Eustern Times (Daily), 26 Noven1ber 1942. 

4. Jnqi/ub, 23 November 1942. 
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In reply to these addresses, the Quaid-i-Azam appreciated the 
activities of Muslim women and urged them to play a significant role 

in the struggle side by side with men. At first, he spoke in Urdu 
and then in English. "I am glad to see", he s~id, "that not only Muslim 
men but Muslim women and children also have understood the 
Pakistan scheme.'' He continued, "No Nation can make any progres 
without the co-operation of its women. If Muslim women support their 
men as they did in the days of the Prophet of Islam, we should soon 
realise our goal." The Quaid declared, "It bas now become crystal 
clear to the world that Indian Mussalmans are not a minority b.ut aro 
a nation and as a nation they want to set up their independent states 
in those territories where they are in an overwhelming majority. '!S 

Under the Quaid's direction Muslim women's activities entered a new 
phase. The members of the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee mado 
several tours in the major districts of the Province and formed primary 

Leagues.6 They, in their speeches, explained the significance of th• 
'Pakistan Resolution', distributed League literature and arranged wo4 

men's symposiums. They also observed 'Pakistan Days' and 'Muslim 
League Weeks. ' 7 The number of the women members of the League in­
creased at a tremendous speed and eventually the bulk of women com­
munity which bad hitherto lived in oblivion was awakened from slumber 
and lethargy. To familiarise the Pakistan Movement amongst Muslim 
women of the villages, songs were composed which were sung in the 
women gatherings of the rural areas.s As a result of continuous 

propaganda, the message of the Muslim League reached the remotest 
villages of the Punjab. 

In the annual session of the All-India Muslim League, held in 
April 1943 at Delhi, the Central Sub-Committee of the All-India 

Muslim Women's League was reconstituted. Accordin& to resolution 
No. 11, it was resolved "that Jhe following names for the All India 

5. TM &utern Times, 22 November 1942, 
6. Ibid, 11 May 1943, 23 August 1944, 6 and 10 Ftbruary 1945, 3, 13 and 16 

March 1945. 
7. Ibid, l April 1943. 
8, Ibid, 13 Juoe 1943. 
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Women Sub-Committee be substituted for those approved under 

Resolution No. 8 passed at the Madras Session of the All India 
Muslim League in April 1941 with power to the Committee to fill in: 
any vacancy that may occur owing to death, resignation or other­
wise. "9 The resolution was moved by Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan 
and passed unanimously. 

The names of the members approved in the resolution were as 
follows:-
U. P. 

Punjab 

Bengal 

Bombay 

C. P. 

Bihar 

Assam 
Sindh 

1. Begum Wasim. 2. Begum Habibullah. 

3. Begum Aizaz Rasool. 4. 

5. Begun1 Akhtar Muham- 6. 

mad Khan. 7. 

8. Miss. Rahilah Khatoon. 
I. Begum Abdul Aziz. 2. 

• 

Begum Muhammad Ali. 

1.-frs. Razaullah Beg. 
Mrs. Said-ud-Din. 

Begum Bashir Ahmad. 
3. Begum Salma Tasad- 4. Fatima Begum. 

duque Husain. 5. Begum Rahman. 

I. Begum Shahab-ud-Din. 2. Begum H. A. Hakim. 

3. Mrs. M. M. lspahani. 
I. Miss Fatima Jinnab. 

3. Mrs. Jairazbhoy. 
· 5. Mrs. Somjee. 

I. Begum Nawab Siddique 

3. 
I . 

Ali Khan. 
Mrs. lftikhar Ali. 

Begum Akhtar. 

2. Begum Hafiz-ud-Din. 

4. Mrs. Muhammad Husain. 

2. Salim-uz-Zohra Begum. 

I . Begum Abdul Matin Chaudhary. . 
I. Lady Abdullah Haroon. 2. Lady Hidayatullah. 
3. Mrs. Allana. 

Baluchistan · 1. Mrs. Qazi Muhammad Isa. 
Delhi I. Mrs. Husain Malik. 

· 3. Mrs. Ikramullah. · 
5. Begum Muhammad Husain. 

2. Anjuman Ara Begum. 
4. Mrs. Bokhari. 

N.-W.F.P. I. Begum Abdul Wahab. 2. Mrs. Kaaal•lld-Din. 
Madras 1. Mrs. Karim Ispahani. 
------

9. Resolutions of the All India Muslim League from April 1942 to May 1943, 
p:.iblished by (Nawabzada) Liaquat Ali Khan, Honorary SetTetary, All 
India Muslim League, Delhi, pp. 39-40. 
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Apart from the prominent womer leaders from other Provincc1, 
women representatives from the Punjab Provincial Women's Sub­

Committee also attended the session. Fatima Begum, Begum Bashir. 
Ahmad and Begum Salma Tasadduque Husian were the prominent 

women leaders from the Punjab. After the open · session of the 
All-India Muslim League, a separate session of the. Women's Central 
Sub-Committee was held on 24 April. Lady Abdullah Haroon, 
President of the Central Committee, in her address, exhorted 
Muslim women to prepare themselves for every sacrifice that might 
be required of them and asked them to reform their social condition. 
A sub-committee was appointed at the recommendation of Bcium 
Aizaz Rasool to draft a programme of social, economic and cultural 

uplifi of Muslim women. This committee included Lady Abdullah 
Haroon, Begum Aizaz Rasool, Mrs. Qazi Isa, Begum Habibullah 
and Fatima Begum. Another resolution in ooonection with housewife's 
problems and the shortage of food-stuffs was also passed urging the 
Government "to nominate women on Food Committees, in order 
that the utility of these bodies be enhanced by u~eful suggestions 

which women representatives were capable of making in this 
matter. "to This resolution was moved by Begum Aizaz Rasool and was 
supported by Begum Bashir Ahmad. Four other resolutions were also 

passed. The fir st was in regard to the language policy of the All-India 
Radio. One of the speakers protested against what she called an 
organised attempt to thrust high-flown Sanskrit and Hindi words into 
the Urdu language. She demanded religious broadcasts for Muslims 
on Fridays. In another resolution the Provincial Governments were 
urged to allocate specified sums in the grants-in-aid to various girls' 

schools and institutions to be spent exclusively on Muslim females. 
She also demanded that proper representation to Muslims sh~uld be 

given while appointing Inspectresses in the Education Department. 
Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain moved a reso1'1tion to effect suitable 
amendments in the 'Shariat Bill' which had been passed by the 

------
10. Thirtieth Session of the All-India Muslim League 23-26 April 1943, Delhi, 

published by The Eastern Tluies Book Depot, Lahore, p. SS. 
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Central Assembly in respect of inheritance rights. The last resolution 
calling upon Muslim women to join under the banner of the Muslim 
League in greater number was also moved by Begum Salma Tasaddu­
que Husain. All the resolutions were carried unanimously. 

On 26 April, during the third sitting of the open session of the 
All-India M11slim League besides other resolutions one main resolu­
tion relating to the de~laration by the British Government of the 
right of self-determination for the Muslims was moved by Cboudhry 
Khaliquzzaman. Begum Aizaz Rasool from the women scc!ion 
strongly supported the resolution. She asserted "that Muslim women 
were alive to their share of responsibility and were ready to make all 
sacrifices."11 She continued that "they would resist any imposition 
of a constitution which went against the interests of Muslims and 

would assist the men as Muslim women used to help men in times 
of crises in the early days of Islamic History. " 12 

While the League was taking roots amongst the:Muslim masses, 
there occurred an unhappy incident in Bengal in the middle of 1943. 

A terrible famine swept the Province, causing considerable loss of life 
by starvation and pestilence. The Quaid-i-Azam, on 31 August 1943, 
issued an appeal13 to Muslims to help in relieving the sufferings of 
the people \lDd the Muslim nation rose to the occasion. Men and 
women started the relief campaign. 

In 1he Punjab, a special session of the Provincial Women's Sub­

Committee was called on 15 October 1943. It was decided to arrange 
a female musha'ira and to stage a drama to collect funds. A Women 
Relief Committee was also appointed which took up this work with . 
devotion-;· Meetings were organised by the Relief Committee to ex-

plain the conditions prevailing in Bengal and appeals were made for 
the collection of funds,14 

- - - --
11. Ibid, p. 79. 
12. Ibid. 

13. The Indian Annual Register, vol. Ir, 1943, p. 12. 

14. Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain .~?. the author. 
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In another meeting, held on 25 November, besides issuing 

appeals for contributions, necessary arrangements for staging dramas 

were also finalised. Two dramas were staged in the Y .M.C.A. Hall, 

Labore on 4 and 5 December with the co-operation of the Punjab 

Muslim Girl Students Federation. An amount of Rs. 3, 735/- was thus 

collected which was sent to the President of the Punjab Provincial 

Muslim League for the Bengal Relief Fuod.15 

· In December 1943 the Working Committee of the Provincial 

Women's Sub-Committee resolved in a meeting to take effe.ctive part 

in the forthcoming annual session of the All-India Muslim League to 

be held at Karachi. A comprehensive report of the activities of the 

Sub-Committee was prepared to be placed in the meeting of the 

Women's Central Sub-Committee. The session, which opened on 

24 December, was attended by about 5,000 Muslim women. From 

the Punjab, beside others Begum Bashir Ahmad, Begum Salma 

Tasadduque Husain, Fatima Begum, Begum Abdul Aziz, Lady Zulfiqar 

Ali Khan and Lady Shafi attended the session. A smartly dressed 
band of Women National Guard was inspected by the Quaid-i-Azam. 

On this occasion, he re.marked that Muslim women had an important 

part to play in the attainment of Pakistan and emphasised the need 

of organising the National Guard in all parts of lndia. L6 Concluding, 

the Quaid-i-Azam said that a great task lay before the Muslim 

community and hoped that Muslim women would work as soldiers of 

Pakistan, for without their support, it would be difficult to attain 
the Muslim League's goal.17 

In a separate meeting of the Central Sub-Committee hel.d .on 
25 December, new office-bearers were elected. Lady Abdullah Haroon 

was elected as President, Begum Aizaz Rasool, Secretary and Begum 

------
15. Ibid. 

16. Thirty-first Session of the All-India Muslim League, Decen,ber · J,.; : , 

Karachi, ed. Abdul Hamid, Lahore, 1944, p. 174. 

17. Ibid. 
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Abdul Aziz Treasuror.18 The following day during the next sitting of 
the Committee, Begum Aizaz Rasool read out a detailed report of 
the activities of the various Provincial Sub-Committees and reviewing 
the progress of the women members of the Muslim League with 
regard to the socio-political awakening amongst them, she expressed 
satisfaction. Discussing the issue of the Bengal Famine, she said that 
Muslim women from all over the subcontinent bad promptly respond­
ed to the appeal of the Quaid-i-Azam.19 

In a resolution, Begum Qazi Isa called upon all Muslim women 
to join the League and to cease all connections with all other women 
organisations. She emphasised that in view of the fact that the 
Muslims of India considered themselves a separate nation, the mem­
bers of the Women's Central Sub-Committee of the AU-India Muslim 
League should have nothing to do with the All-India Women's Confer­
ence and the Communist organisations of women in lndia.20 Another 
resolution urged the Muslim Women's National Guard to work under 
the banner of the Muslim League in all the provinces. It was decided 
to instruct the Provincial Sub-Committees to start Women's National 
Guard as early as possible.21 The next resolution asked the provincial 
governments to allot at least one seat to Muslim women on Food 
Committees. The problem of Muslim girls' education was also 
di"teusscd and a committte consisting of Lady Abdullah Haroon, 
Begum Aizaz Rasool and Begum Qazi Isa was appointed to under11 
take extensive tours of the provinces in order to help the Provincial 
Sub-Committees in forming primary branches and to see that the 
programme chalked oui and approved in ~o session was successfully 
implemented.22 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

Ibid. 

Ibid, p. 17S. 

Ibid, p, 176. 
' 

Ibid. 

Ibid, p. 177. 
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Even after the Karachi session the Bengal Relief work continu­
ed in the Punjab. In response to the appeals ·of the Committee the 
Bazm-i-Adab of Islamia College for Women, Cooper Road, Lahore 
arranged a debate under the presidentship of Lady Zulfiqar Ali. The 
topic was 'The Bengal Famine.' Speakers from all the women colleg­
es of Lahore, Amritsar aud Ludhiana participated. The entry was by 
tickets. An amount of rupees 800/- was thus collected which was sent 
to the Quaid-i-Azam.23 Side by side the women also carried on the 
work of collecting clothes, food and medicines. They brought out 
processions carrying placards in their bands urging the people to 
make liberal contributions. They also observed •Bengal Day' from 14 
to 16 February 1944 under the supervision of the Relief Committee.24 

The Girl Students Federation rendered invaluable co-operation 
to the Women's Sub-Committee in arranging dramas, symposiums 
and fairs, and played a remarkable role in collecting contributions 

' and donations.25 On 23 March, the girl students and Muslim 
women observed 'Pakistan Day' by holding meetings in their respec­
tive zones and propagating the League ideals. Muslim women were 
urged to join the League. The members of the Girl Students Fede­
ration and Women's Sub-Committee sent 'Pakistan Cards' to one an­
other on this occasion. They went out in bazars and streets to sell 
the Muslim League badges and collected a considerable fund 
for the League. They even entered the premises of the Punjab 
Provincial Assembly Chambers, Labore. Fatima Begum, Miss 
Mumtaz Shah Nawaz, daughter of Begum Shah Nawaz, Begum Bashir 
Ahmad and Miss Riffat Bashir, daughter of Mian Bashir Ahmad, a 
member of the Work;ng Committee of the All-India Muslim League 
and editor of the monthly Humayun, Lahore, sold a number of badges 
amongst the members of the Assembly. The Premier of the Punjab, 
Malik Khizr Hayat Khan . Tiwana was also approached and Miss 

23. lnqllab, 12 February 1944. 

24. Beaum Salma Tasadduque Huaain to the author. 

2$. lbid. 
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. . 
Mlimtaz Shah Nawaz stitched a badge on his achkan. All 'Assembly 
members present including the Premier continued wearing the badges 
during the session. The highest amount r~eived for one badge was 
rupees 200/-.26 

On 26 March 1944 the Quaid-i-Azam addressed a huge gather­
ing of Muslim Girl Students Federation at the Islamia College for 
Women, Lahore.27 Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain read the wel­
come address. Thanking the Quaid-i-Azam and the management of 
the College, she said that "our Federation is but a baby and you will 

be glad to learn that it has progressed beyond our expectations within 
a few months. " 28 Referring to girls' education, she said that Muslims 

of this Province realising the need of educating their daughters had 
only recently started a first class college for Muslim women under the 
aegis of the Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam. Pointing out the activities of 
the Girl Students Federation, she remarked that "our Federation has 

provided centre to all the Muslim girl students who are scattered over 
different schools and colleges. They meet here to consider and discuss 
their common problems." Explaining the aims of the Federation, 
she continued, "We believe that as students it is our first duty to edu­
cate ourselves and to acquaint ourselves with the current political 
and other problems so that by the time we fini sh our studies, we 
should be ready for the coming struggle for the liberation of our 
homeland." She disclosed that "we are, however, training a band of 
selfless and enthusiastic young girls who, we believe, shall work 
zealously for our cause, after they have completed their education." 
Referring to the question of adult education for women she hoped to 
organise Moha{la-wise adult education classes for women. In the 
end the Begum assured the Quaid-i-Azam that ''on our part, we as­
sure you of one solid fact, namely, our unbounded zeal for our cause . 
and our sinc~rity to attain the goal of our ambitions-Pakistan. "29 

-------
26. lnqilab, 25 March 1944. 
27, Ibid, 29 March 1944. 

28. Taken from a typed copy of the original speech lent to the author by 

Begum Sal ma Tasadduque Husain. 

29. Ibid. 
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In reply to the welcome address the Quaid-i-Azam expressed 
his gratification to learn that the right type of education was being 
given to Muslim girls.30 He remarked that ''many impurities and 
un-Islamic things had crept into the Muslim society, and it was the 
task of Muslim educational institutions to educate their children on 
right lines with a view to enabling them to live the Islamic life. " 31 

It has been discussed previously that Women's Central Sub­
Committee during its Karachi session had instructed all the Provin­
cial Sub-Committees to establish Women's National Guard in their 
respective provinces. In response to this directive, a body of Women 
National Guard was set up at Lahore in February-March 1944 under 
the supcrvisioq of the Provincial Sub-Committee.32 Miss Riffat 
Bashir was authoriseJ to organise this body. A training centre was 
established at 'Almanzar' Lahore. The uniform prescribed was the 
same as demonstrated during the Karachi session, i.e. , white 
payjama, shirt and green dopatta . Girl students from schools and 

colleges were enrol~ed as members. Miss Riffat Bashir and Miss 
Mihr Nigar Aziz, daughter of Mian Abdul Aziz Falak Paima, deserve 
credit '"or organising the Women's National Guard. They, alongwitb 
other workers, visited every girls' school and college at Lahore, and 
urged the students to become members. To provide elementary . 
training a week's course \\':ls started including drill and other physical 
exercises . 

. The Girl Students Federation was also reorganised by Zia­
ul-Islam, President of the Punjab Muslim Students Federation, who 
nominated a Working Committee consisting of the leading women of 
the Provincial Women's Sub-Con1mittee and a few girl students of 
different colleges. It was decided that the girl students should extend 
their a,c;tivities for the national cause along with their brethren to 

. . 

------1
' 30. · -Jamil-ud-Dili Ahmad, Speeches and Writings of Mr. Jinnah, vol. II, 

Lahore, 1964, p. 31. 
31. Ibid. 
32. Beawn Salma Tasadduque Husain and Begum Bashir Ahmad to the 

author. 
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preach the ideal or the League more forcefully amongst women and 

to impart them necessary training. The Commj,ttee further aimed at. 
protecting Mu,lim girl students from un-lslamic influe1Jces and hop­

ing thereby to convert them into a strong arm for the struggle of 
Pakistan. The notable women leaders from the Women's Sub­
Committee included Begum S!llma Tasadduque Husain, Begum Bashir 
Ahmad, Begum Abdul Aziz and Fatima Begum. 

From the students and teachers of various colleges the follow­
ing were taken on the Working Committee: 33 

Medical Collegt' for Women, 

Lahore. 

Islamia Collage for Women, 

Lahore. 

Lahore College for Women. 

Kinnaird College for Women, 

Lahore. 

Queen Mary College, Lahore, 

Patch Chand College for 

Women, Lahore. 

Miss Amina Usmani. 

Miss Azra Rashid. 

Miss Khurshid-i-Hayat . 

Miss Basir Sa'adat. 

Miss Jamila Zabid. 
Miss Farkbanda Akhtar. 

Miss Omar lshrat. 

Miss Nazeera Musbtaque 
Ahmad. 

Miss Rashid-i-Aziz. 

Miss Jamila Abdullah. 
Miss Zuhra Haq Nawaz. 
Miss Zahu,· Sa'adat Ali. 

Miss Mihr Nigar Aziz. 

Miss Shaukat Abdullah. 
Miss Sarwat Bashir. 

Miss Fahmida S. M. Rashid. 

Miss Mabmooda Rashid . . 
Jinnah College for Girls, Lahore. Miss Hamida Malik. 

-----
33. Tlw EOJtern Tim,a, 21 March 194S ; Inqi/ab, 21 March 194S. 
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Private Girl Students. 

Lady Teachers. 

Miss Amina Khatoon. 

Miss Rabat Afza. 
Miss M. Yousuf Ali. 

Miss Saeeda Anwar. 

Miss Masooda Ghias and 
Miss Jameela Abdullah, 
Lecturers -in Islamia Colle- . . 
ge for Women, Lahore. 

After its reoganisation the female section of the Federation 
renewed its activities and the major responsibility was shared by 
Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain and Fatima Begum. On 27 
August 1945 a meeting of Muslim girl students was held under· the · 
presidentship of Begum Tasadduque. It was decided to train Muslim 
women with a view to enabling them to grasp the political situation 
and the dem1nds of Muslim India better, to spread education and to 
eliminate unhealthy customs and traditions from the Islamic society. 
For the establishmeat of a Muslim Cultural Centre, Begum Tasaddu­

que also proposed that a library be started and herself donated several 
books for this purpose. ·A librarian was appointed and a Library 
Committee was constituted to collect books. Miss Sayyida Kalsoom 
Kazmi of the Islamia College for Women was nominated Convener 
of the Committee.3-4 

In June 1945, the Viceroy, Lord Wavell, called a Conference 
of the League and Congress leaders at Simla to solve the constitu­
tional problem. While the Conference was in progress, Muslim women 
under the instructions of the Secretary of the Provincial Women's 
Sub-Committee, Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain, organised several 

meetings in connection with the Conference throughout the Province. 
These meetings passed resolutions expressing full confidence in the 
Qu1&id-i-Azam and the Muslim League. Copies of these resolutions were 

------
34. lnqilab. 31 Auaust 1945. 
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sent to the Quaid-i-Azam and the Viceroy .35 The Conference, however, 
failed to achieve its object because the Congress leaders refused to 

accept the Muslim ~gue's claim as the sole representative body of the 

Muslims. Therefore on 21 August, the Viceroy announced that the 
general elections to the Central and Provincial legislatures would be 

he14!-in thecoming winter. 

By this time Muslim women had united themselves under the 
· J_eague and decided to prepare themselves to make any sacrifice for 
the achievement of Pakistan. The unity under the Muslim League bad 
reached such a pitch that women leaders outside the organisation 
were obliged to seek admission in the League and work for Pakistan. 
Prominent Muslim women leaders of the Punjab like Baji Rashida · 
Latif,36 Begum Iftikhar-ud-Din,37 Begum Shah Nawaz38 and others 

joined the League. 

However, the claim of the Muslim League for being the sole 
representative of the Muslims of India depended on the results of 
the elections. The success in the elections depended on three factors­
proper enrolment of voters, collection of funds, and to fight elections 
at the polls. 

3S. Ibid, 23 July 194S. 

36. Baji Rashida Latif resigned from the Unionist Party and joined the 
League in October 194S. 

/114/lab, 11 October 1945, 

37, Begum lftikhar-ud-Din was in the Congress and held the office of 

President of the provincial branch of the All-India Women's Conference. 

She resigned from this body and _joined the League in October 1945. 
J,rql/ab, 13 October 1945. 

38. Begum Shah Nawaz, who had been eitpelled from the League previously, 

also sought admission. She, in a letter to the Quaid-i-Azam, requested 

that the ban imposed on her entry in the League might be lifted and 

promised to work loyally for the League. She was permitted to join the 

League in October 1945. The Indian An11ual Register, vol. II, 1945, p. 20 ; 
~ EMtern Ttme1, 2S October 1945 ; lnqilab1 21 October 1945. 
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The first step was the proper enrolment of eligible Muslim 
women voters in the Province. The position of the League in urban 
areas was quite secure and the ref ore greater importance was attached 

to rural constituencies, for a large majority of the voters belonged to 
these areas. The Provincial Women's Sub-Committee issued circular, 

to the primary committees and other branches directing them to sec 

that the voters were properly enlisted. Besides this women leaders were 
sent by the Committee to different parts of the Province for this 
purpose. The Sub-Committee was thus able to submit a comprehen­
sive list of Muslim women voters to the Provincial Muslim . League 
election office.39 

The next step was the collection of funds to contest the elections. 
The ~uaid-i-Azam, referring to the importance of funds for elections 
in a speech, had remarked, "elections cannot be fought without money. 

Therefore, everywhere from now onwards collect funds in each pro­
vince and systematically organise our people. " 40 He instructed that the 
provincial organisations should function in each province separately 
and collect funds and manage them.41 

In response to this advice of the Quaid a special meeting of 
the Central Sub-Committee was held on 11 October 1945 at Lahore 
in collaboration with the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee. In 
this meeting the following resolution was passed : 

"This meeting of the Central Women's Committee ofJhe All­
India Muslim League calls upon Muslim women .all · over 
India to take up the challenge given by Pandit Nehru and 
other Coagress loaders by whole-heartedly supporting the 
League in the forthcoming elections to prove ~o ~he world 
that Muslim India stands solidly behind its natiooal orp-
nisation.' ' 42 • 

39. Begum Salma Tasadduquc Husain to the author. 
40. 1amil-ud-Din, op. cit., p. 191. 

41. Ibid. 
42. The Eastern Timei, 14 October 1945. 
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It further demanded that the Muslim women should organise 
themselves for the elections and support only the Muslim Le,igue 
candidates, and urged them to boycott those who were opposed to 
the Muslim League programme and ideal. lt instructed women to 
' hold meetings in the different cities and towns for the collection of 

funds.43 The Committee also decided to send a delegation under the 
leadership of Lady Abdullah Haroon to the North-West Frontier 
Province, a stronghold of the Congress, to prepare Muslim women 
for the coming elections and to collect funds. Other members of 
this delegation were Begum H.A. Hakim, Begum Salma Tasadduque 
Husain, Fatima Begum, Begum Zubaida Shah and Begum Karim Dad 
Khan. It reached Peshawar on 17 October and was welcomed by the 
Pathan women unde11 the loaders4ip of Sardar Auraogzeb Khan and 
Sardar Abdur Rab Nish tar, leaders. of ttie N.-W .F. Provincial Muslim 
League. Two laraely attended meetings were held on 18 and 190ctober 
at_ Peshawar in which inspiring speeches were delivered exhorting 
the audience to stand solidly behind the League and contribute 
generously to the election fund. At the end Rs. 1,500 were collected.44 

The delegation then moved to Naushehra on 20 October. In 
Mardan Begum Zari Sarfraz Khan, daughter of Nawab Sarfraz of 
Mardan, offered every possible help. A large number of Pathan 
women. came from far-flung areas to attend a meeting arranged there 
and expressed confidence in the Quaid's leadership and promised to 
sacrifice their life and property for the League cause.45 

On the way back the delegation stopped at Rawalpindi and 
coll~te.d .sufficient .fuqds. It returned te Labore on 22 October to 
atmd ~nother .important meeting. The following day, the delegation 
went to Amritsar where meetings were arranged by the primary com­
mitt~ and funds were collected.445 By these continuous tours and 

------
43. Ibid. 
44. lnqilab, 28 November 1945. 

45. Ibid. 

46. Ibid. 
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p,ropaganda, a considerable amount in the form of c.ash, jtwellery 
and other articles was collected for the elections. 

The Punjab was the most important and crucial Pro•,ioce. 
Here the Muslims were in majority, but the Unionist Party with a 

powerful non-Muslim element held sway. The League had to concent­

rate its forces to demolish this citadal. Muslim women dtti not h1g 

behind and held meetings all over the Punjab in support of the 

League candidates.47 A comprehensive programme for elections was 

chalked out in an extraordinary meeting of the Provincial Women's 

Sub-Committee held on 4 January 1946 at Lahore.48 The meeting 

was presided over by Begum Bashir Ahmad and after a lengthy 
discussion a plan to conduct elections successfully at the polling 
stations was worked out. Miss Riffat Bashir, the 'Chief Salar' ·of the 
Women's National Guard, was directed to make suitable arrangements 
in this regard. In one of the resolutions about 9;000 Muslim women , 

voters of Lahore were appealed to cast their votes in favour of Begum 
' 

Shah Nawaz and Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain. In anot-her 

resolution the meeting expressed its reseatment against the policy 
of the Unionist Government for threatening the voters. 

Muslim women took up the task more fervently. They visited 

constituencies of the Muslim League candidates. lo areas which the 
League candidates could not visit, the canvassing was done by the 

primary committees of the Muslim League, the Punjab Musliw Girl 

Students Federation and the Women's National G.uard.49 

----·--
47. The Eastern Times, 9 November 1945; -Jnqilflb, 17, 23 anct26 November 

1945, 25 .January and 2 Feb.·uary 1946. 

48. lnqilab, 1 .January 1946. 
49. Interview with Begum Viqar-un-Nisa Noon. Beaum Noon, along with a 

group of colleae airls toured the constituency fro1u which her 9usband 

was fightina the election, as the latter was pre-occupied with the qausc; of . . 
the League in the East Punjab. His opponent was Dr. Shaikh Muhammad 

Alam, Bar-at-Law, the Khaksar-cum-Unionist candidate. It was mainly 
because of women volunteer's canyassing that he wps returned victorious, . 
"inspite of the most indecent demonstration of photo pictures of Lady 

Noon" by the opposite group. For details see The Eastern Times, 2 and 

10 February 1946. 
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The work done by the Muslim women of the Punjab during 
the initial stages of the elections did not remain unnoticed. On 17 
January, the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee met at the Habibia 
Hall, Islamia Col"ege, Labore and the Quaid-i-Azam while addressing 

Muslim· women expressed satisfaction at their work and enthusiasti­
cally remarked that "there was fusion of new life and vigour since- his 
first address to Punjabi Muslim women in 1935."50 He spoke in 
simple Urdu and emphasising the dire need of Pakistan told the 
audience that ''there will be no Islam without the establishment 

of Pakistan. We have honestly won the first battle of Pakistan by 
defeating the Congress everywhere. Neither gold nor the money of 
Birlas and the Dalmias bas distracted tho Muslims from their demand 
of Pakistan .... The League has proved to be the single representative 
organisation of Indian Muslims."51 Appealing to the Muslim women 
for making the League successful in elections in the Punjab, he said, 
''The Punjab is the soul of Pakistan, and it is a pity that it is 
slumbering. There is a dire need of monetary contributions and sacri­
fice of time and l:Lbour in any form. I appeal to you to make liberal 
donations. "52 On this appeal the women present in the meeting shouted, 
"They will be forthcoming." Exhorting the audience for their 
positive role in the struggle lying ahead, the Quaid-i-Azam 
said: 

''The Central Assembly elections have shut the mouths of your 
enemies. Nothing is lost, everything is in your hands, 

only a little more pain will yield gain. Work hard, fight, 
and sacrifice for the final victory, otherwise posterity will 
curse you. ''53 

As a result of this meeting a new fervour ran into the ranks 
of ~he Muslim women and they began to work with increased vigour 

SO. The Easten, Times, 18 January 1946. 
51, Ibid. 
52, Ibid. 
53, Ibid, 
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and determination. During the final phase of the elections~ they 
organised themselves into several groups and supervised the work 
at the polling stations. They brought the voters to the polling 
stations and took them back home after the voting. The Girl Students 
Federation and Women's National Guard worked incessantly in the 
elections and helped the Muslim League candidates. The result of all 
this endeavour was that about 98 per cent of the Muslim female 
votes in Lahore were cast in favour of the League.54 

The Punjab Muslim League Parliamentary Board bad issued 
League tickets to Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain and Begum Shah 
Nawaz. Both were elected. Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain secured 
2,073 votes against her opponent Baji Rashida Latif,55 an indepen­
dent candidate who despite creating disturbances and causing harass­
ment amongst the Muslim League wo~en, got only S36 votes. Begum 
Shah Nawaz won by a thumping majority of 2,282 votes against her 
two opponents, Khurshid Begum of Ahrar Party who got 72 votes aild 
Zainab Bibi an independent candidate who secured only one vote.56 

At the end of the elections the Muslim League came 
out as the only representative body of the Muslims. The League 
captured all the thirty Muslim seats in the Central Legiatature 
and 428 out of a total of 492 Muslim seats in the Provincial 
Legislatures. In the Punjab it secured 79 out of 86 Muslim seats. 
The League victory. owed a great deal to the efforts made by Muslim 
women. Leaving aside their internal differences and realising the 

------
54. Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain to the author. 

SS. Baji Rashida Latif who had joined the League before the elections left 

again for not having been given the Lequd'ticket. Before the names or 

the candidates were declared, she issued a threat at the head or the Parlia­
mentary Board that if she was oot aclocted as a Lcque candidate Ille 
would defy them and defeat their candidate. When she was not pwq die 
League ticket, she contested as an independent candidate. For detaila toe 

The Eastern Times, 21 November 1945, I March 1946; Ehsan (Daily), 

Lahore, 9 February 1946. 

56. The Eastern Times, 17 and 24 February 1946 ; 

lnqllab, 18 February 1946, 
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importance of the elections the women pooled their resources in 
favour of the League candidates for the success of the League de­
pended not only on the political issue of the subcontinent but the 
economic, religio,1s and cultural future of the Muslims as well. 

. . 

. On the success of the Muslim League and the work done by the 
M-uslim women in all the provinces, Begum Aizaz Rasool, Secretary 
of the Women Contra) Sub-Committee issued the following state­
ment to the Press : 

"It is a matter of great gratification that Muslim women, 
who ""ere generally supposed to be backward and apathetic, 
suddenly woke up to their duties and responsibilities and have 
played a very significant part in these elections. They can 
justly claim a very large share in the League's success . ... The 
outstanding success of the .Muslim League in all the provincial . 
elections has proved beyond doubt, if proof was needed, that the 
Muslims of India are solidly behind their national and political 
organisation, the All-[ndia Muslim League and for its declared 
national goal of Pakistan .... From the reports I am receiv­
iqg from every province and from my own personal experience 
gaio.ed during my tours in connection with the election campa­
ian, I am glad to say that this stupendous awakening amongst 
Mµsliqi women is universal ... . The wonderful work done by 
these Committees and their branches in all the provinces is . ., 

ack~wledged by every one." 57 

After the elections Hindu-Muslim riots broke out in Bihar in 
which a large number of Muslims fell victim. According to Mahboob 
Waris, Joint Secretary of the Bihar Provincial Muslim League, "not a 

' 

single Muslim was left alive in an area of 300 square miles from Pon-
POOD to Ter.cgna in Bihar; Dead bodies were lying everywhere, 
railway platfbrms· were littered with them. "58 This situation created 
a widespread resentment amongst the Muslims all over India. The 
Development Minister of Bihar reflected the attitude of the Congress 
------

51. The Eastern Ti-s, 4 April 1946. 
58. Ibid, 7 November 1946. 
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Party when be refused to furnish any help to Muslims by saying, 
"I ca'n'tlot do anything io protect the lives of Muslims. I can give 
tou no help. "S9 · 

The Quaid-i-Azam- appealed to Muslims to help their brethren, 
and started the Bibar Relief Fund. Muslim women came out to help 
is1 relief work. The Ptlnjab Provincial Women's Sub-Committee 

undertook to arrange meetings,' to collect funds and immediately sent . . 
a cheque of· Rs. 1,000 to th~ Ptesic:ren·t of the Bihar Provincial 
League~6o They also observed the 'Bibar Relief Day'61 on 13 Novem­
ber 1946 and started' a, campaign of collecting funds, clothes and 
other necessities of life. The same afternoon they held a meeting in 

the Barnt· Ali istamia Pladl, in which· appeals were made for generous 
.ceatm,utions to ti\is cause. An amount of Rs. 750/- was collected 

• immediately and sent to the President, Bihar Provincial League along 
with a bundle of woollen clothes.62 The meeting also passed the 

following resolution and sent it to the Viceroy : 

''This mass meeting of th·ousands of Muslim women of the 
Punjab unanimously protest against Bihar Ministry's 

failure to protect life, honour and property of Muslims 
and call upon you fo tell · Governor to appiy Section 93 

and take administration in his own bands otherwtse re­

percussion i~ Punjab is possible and responsibility will be 

entirely yours. "63 

In ordet to expedite the work of relief, the Sub-Committee 

constituted the Bihar Relief Women Committee.64 From Lahore, 

S1t Ibid. Some impressio_as of Government's non~operation also appeared 
id' the statement of Begum Salma Tasadduque Husai.n after bor return 
from Bihar. See /nqilab, 26 December 1946. 

610: 77w &uttrn Tlnie1, 9 November 1946. 
61. lnqllab, 15 November 1946. 
62. Ibid; Tit, Ea3t,rn Tlm,s, 15 November 1946. 
63. Ibid. 
64. The Ea3ttrn Tun,1, 16 November 1946. 
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the members included in the Committee were Fatima Begum, Begum 
Salma Tasadduque Husain, Begum Abdul Aziz, Begum Viqar-un-Nisa 
Noon, Begum Muhammad Aslam, Begum Iftikhar-ud-Din, Begum 
Muhammad Ishaque and Begum Qalandar Ali Khan from Ferozcpur, . 

Jahan Ara Begum from Simla, Baji Rabia Sultan from Jallundhar and 
Begum Zubaida Shah from Multan. This Committee organised meet­
ings, passed resolutions and collected funds and clothes.65 When the 
refugees from Bibar arrived in Lahore, women volunteers worked 
round the clock in refugee camps which were directly supervised by 
the Women's Sub-Committee.66 The Sub-Committee bore all the ex­

penditure of these relief camps itself and received no financial assis­
tance from the Punjab Provincial Muslim Lcague.67 Four Committees, 
namely, Rehabilitation, Medical, Food, and Housing, were also 
formed68 which were able to rehabilitate 110 Bihar refugees on perm-

' 

anent basis in the Province within a short timc.69 

The refugees reaching Lahore were given every possible 
assistance and some of them were provided accommodation by the 
wom·en leaders in their own bomes.70 The rest were accomroodated 
in the Orphanage of the Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam. Different 
prominent leaders, who happened to visit this Orphanage expressed 
their high estimation of the work done by women,71 

------
65. By the middle of January 1947, the Committee had collected Rs. 9,000 

and the amount went on increasing till IS May 1947, the closing date of 

the Relief Fund. The Eastern Times, 3 January 1947; lnqilob, S January 
1947. 

66. There wore three centres for refugees, Jinnah Camp, Orphanage (Male) 
and Orphanage (Female) of the Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam. Another 

relief camp was set up in the vicinity of Nawan Kot, directly under the 
supervision of the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee. The Ea.rter11 
Times, 22 December 1946, 10 January 1947; lnqllob, 26 December 1946. 

67. The Eastern Times, 3 January 1947. 

68. Ibid. Fatima Begum donated 2 kanals ~f land for building bouaes for 
refugees. 

69. Ibid, 10 January 1947. 
70. Inql/ol,, 13 December 1946. 
71. Ibid, 26 Docember 1~. 
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The Provincial Women's Sub-Committee also sent a medical 
relief party to Bihar which included Begum Salma Tasadduque 
Husain, Fatima Begum and Begum Karim Dad Khan, a member of 
the Working Committee of the Provincial body. This party, in the 
company of Muslim women leaders72 of the Women's Sub-Commi,tee 
of the Bihar Provincial Muslim League paid frequent visits to the 
relief camps set up in the affected areas. These ladies worked 
ceaselessly with untiring spirit under the most appalling circumstances. 
While the party was busy making arrangements in the camps and 
riot affected areas, Fatima Begum escorted over two hundred refugees 
and brought them to Lahore. The remaining women leaders con­
tinued their work. They contacted Muslim League leaders, Govern­
ment officials and Congress leaders, including Gandhi, to bring som~ 
order in the Province. They spent about two months in Bihar and 
returned to Lahore with another lot of 250 refugees.73 

Meanwhile in March 1946, the British Government sent a 
Cabinet Mission, consisting of Lord Pethick-Lawrence, the Secretary 
of State for India, Sir Stafford Cripps, the President of the Board 
of Trade and Mr. A.V. Alexander, the First Lord of the Admiralty 
to India, to examine the constitutional problems and suggest 
remedies. The Congress and the League accepted the Mission's Plan. 
Meanwhile when Jawaharlal Nehru in a speech stated that the Plan 
could be altered after the constitution-making body was set up, the 
League was alarmed and compelled to revise its previous decision. 

In a meeting of its Council held on 27 July 1946 at Bombay the 
Muslim League withdrew its acceptance of the Cabinet Mission Plan and 

--·-----
72. They were Begum Kalimullab, Bcaum Yunus and others. In the 

meantime, Begum H.A. Hakim from Calcutta also joined them. 

73. Bcaum Salma Tuadduque Husain to the author. 
Some forty persona of eight familica were ttmporarily accommodated at 

her residence. 
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passC<\ the historic 'Direct A.cuen• resolutioQ which read that ••now 
the time bas come for the Muslim Nation to resort to direct action 

. . 

to achieve Pakistan. , to assert their just rights, t.o V:indicate their 
honour and to get rid of t~e present Britii-h slavery and tdle coa­
templated future Caste-ffiodu domination." Later the. titles an.d 
honours conferred by the llriti.lJb were reoou~ed to ~p1.es1 bit~ 
resentment against the attitude of the British Government. Tbc 
Working Committee was authorised to chalk QUt 'Diicc.t Actiou• 
programme aod A1i1gust 16 was fixed as. Direct Action D.a.y. Throush­
out the subcontinent the Mus,lim,s b,cld meictings in s1Jpport of -tbe 
League and exb_ibited undiminished confidence and faith in the 
leadership of the Quaid-i-A.zam. The. Muslim women, too, responded 
to the call and expresse_d tbei,r resentmenL On 14 August, the 
Punjab Provincial W omen~s Sub-Committee ui a meetin1 resolved 10. 

observe a peaceful. and well organised strike in. obediQDce to the 
League's decision. This decision was communicated through circulars 
to all primary, district and town commitlecs. throughout the 
Province. 74 

, 

Muslim women observed the day with tremendous sense of 
responsibility. A full-fledged strike was observed not only by Muslim 
women of the Punjab, but throughout the subcontinent Muslim 
women were seen observing the day with remarkable discipline. In 
Labore, the strike was particularly well-disciplined: Meetings were 
convened by both men and women in the Habibia Hall, Barkat Ali 
Islarnia Hall, the Islamia College Ground and all the mosques of 
Labore.75 The 'historic day' was observed all over the country by 
the Muslims, and passed peacefully except in Calcuita where Hindu­
Muslim rioJs occurred. 

74 • . lnqllab, 15 August· 1M6. 
7S. Ibid, 19 August· 1946. 
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CHAPTER IV 

P111I 

· In the provincial elections of · 1946, the Muslim League was· 

returned as the largest single group in the Punjab, having secured 
79 out of a total of 175 seats. It should have been automatically 
asked by the Governor to form the ministry. But this was· not ·,done. 
The Congress entered into an alliance with the Akali Sikl)s and the 
Unionist Party, and the Governor invited Malik Khizr Hay at . Khan 

to form a ministry. Thus a coalition ministry was formed. This 
created great unrest among the Muslims af the Province and people 
were shocked at the attitude adopted by the Premier. Meetings 
were held and processions taken out as a mark of protest and in 
token of deep resentment against the ''Glancy-Khizr Axis."1 The 
Muslims concle1nncd the unjust aotion of the Governor in imposing 
a non-Muslim ministry in the Pr<>'Yittce. 

T,tte· Provittclal Women's Sub-Committee held a meeting on . . 
8 .ftfarcb t9'46 at Labore and passed a resolution condemning ''the 

• • 
unconsti'tutional and· unjust action of the Governor in attempting 

1. nt, &uter11 Tlrrui, 9 March 1946. 
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to impose a non-Muslim ministry in the Muslim maj9rity Province 
of the Punjab. " 2 Later they brought out a peaceful procession of 
over SOO Muslim women and girl students which assembled outside 
the residence of Malik Khizr Hayat Khan and shouted anti-imperialist 
and anti-Khizr--Glancy alliance slogans.3 

To this already tense situation was added the Unionist 
Ministry's declaration of 24 January 1947 which declared the Muslim 
League National Guard an unlawful organisation under Section 16 
of the Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act.4 The Governor issued 
another declaration under Section 27 of the Public Safety Ordinance 
declaring the Oag and uniform of the organisation illegal.s 
Immediately after this announcement a police party under the charge 
of P.B. Ray, Superintendent Police, C.1.0. Branch, armed with search 
warrants, reached the offioe of the Muslitll League National Guard. 
The League workers, however, under the leadership of Mian lftikbar­

~d-Din and Begum Shah Nawaz offered passive resistance and refused 
to allow the police to carry out the search.6 When the League 

-·-----
2. Ibid. 

3. Ibid. 
. . 

4. Ibid, 25 January 1947 ; The Civil and Military Gazette, 2S January 1947 ; 

Jnqilab, 26 January 1947, 
. ' s. Jnqilab, 26 January 1947. The tension between the League and the 

ruling party according to Malik Firoz Khan Noon was due to certain 

'steel helmets' which the National Guard organisation bad purchased for 

maintaining peace and order afp\lblic meetings, etc. The author calla it 

as "the battle of helmets" between the League and the Unionist Party. 
For further details, see his book From Memory, Lahore 1966, pp. 196-200. 
According to Makhdumza~ Hasan Mahmud, it was because of the 
restrictions imposed "on the Muslim League National GQ&rd, together . -. ~ 

with non-Muslim's militant organisation, which had been made the 

nominal cause of offering Civil Disobettience in the name of civil 

liberties". See his book, A Nation is Born,-Lahore, 1958, p. 504, , 

6. The Eastern Times, 25 January 194.7 ; lnqilab, 26 January 1947. 
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leaders, including Khan lftikhar Husain Khan of Mamdot, Mian 
Mumtaz Daultana, Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan and Malik Firoz 
Khan Noon, heard of this raid they hastily went to the League Office 

and joined in the resistance. They denounced this action of the 

Government as repressive and anti-League.7 The police, however, 
lost no time in arresting Khan lftikhar Husain Khan, Sardar Shaukat 
Hayat Khaq, Malik Firoz Khan Noon, Miao lftikhar-ud-Din, Mian 
Mumtaz Daultana, Begum Shah Nawaz and Sayyid Amir Hasan Shah:, 

the Chief Salar of the Muslim League National Guard.8 The Nawab of 
' 

Mamdot before arrest declared, ''We are courting arrest to vindicate 

civic liberties in the Punjab, where an unrepresentative Ministry, 
in order to keep itself in power, is resorting to most objectionable 
methods to gag popular liberties. " 9 The news of the arrest of the 
leaders spread like a wildfire in the city and processions were taken 
out by the Muslims in· protest the same day.lOThe processionists were 

checked by the police and on the very first day the total number of 

arres~s rose to 51.11 

I 

Muslim women were equally perturbed and expressed their 
resentment against the policy of the Government. When the police 
raided the house of Sayyid Amir Hasan Shah on 24 January, the 
women present in the house offered resistance. Prominent women 

leaders like, Fatima Begum, · Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain and 
Begum Kamal-ud-Din Ahmad, a woman leader from the Frontier, 
also reached there and offered strong resistance to the police search 
party. T.hey insisted that they should be arrested. It was an exciting 

scene; the women were in a bellicose mood and the police felt itself on 
Jbe horns of a dilemma. On the suggestion of Shaikh Sadiq Hasan, 
Vice-President of the Provincial Muslim League, it was decided to 

. . 
1. The Ea8tern Tfm4s, 2S January 1947. 
8. Ibid ; lnqilab, 26 January 1947. 
9. Struggle/or Independence (1857-1947) 

(A Pictorial Record), Karachi, 1958, p. 94. 
10. The Eastern Times, 2S January 1947; Jnqilab, 26 . aouary 1947. 
11. The Ea8tern Tim4s, 2S January 1947. 
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cast lots .and the s11ccc1sful candidate thould 0«.f · ~rselt for 
arrest.12 Begum Kamal-ud-Din Ahmad was arrested and wa~ ~­
to the Women's Jail, Lahore.13 

The following day, Lahore witnessed large gatherings Q( 
. ' . 

Muslim women, including college girls, coming out in the stree_t~ a~d 
• ' • • t 

bazars in peaceful processions14 shouting slogans, 'Pak_istan Zindaba4, . . -. . 
Haq Pay Hamara Pakistan, Lay Kay Rahain Gay Pakistan_, Iµ,_i:~ 
Wazarat Toor Do, Hamaray Leader Chhoar Do', etc. They w_ere tear­
gased and lathi-charged by the Police. Three girl stud_ents fell victim 
to the tear-gas15 and four leading women in the pr~ession ~~~ty 
Begum Karim Dad Khan, Miss Mumtaz Shah N~wa,z, Miss ~a_sir~ 

' Siddiqui and Miss Qamar Perveen were arrested. 16 

This ruthless manner of attaddag women was condemned by 
the Muslim press as "reminiscent of the early days of Hitler's rise 
in D_eutschland. "17 l\.rres,s, however, did llot stop die agitation. 
It gathered momentum when on 25 January, sixteen Mulim League 
members of the Provincial Assembly including Begum Salma 
'(asadduque Husain were arrested and section :144-was.-promulgated 

. . . . . . . . 
in the city. 18 The Working Committee of the Provincial ~<:up~p;s 

- I • • • • 

1.2. Ibid. 

13. Ibid. 

14. Ibid, 26 and 29 January 1947 ; /nqilab, 2? ~nl,ljl,O' 1947, 

1S. Ibid. These girls -were students of the .hlamia Collcse for Womoo 
• • 

Cooper Road, Lahore. T\l~ aiµe si.femtrit appcarel in tbt Diary of• . . 
Begum Zainab ~akakhel who took a proµJjqeot part ia die cm.I 
dlsobedienee movement and ~ - now Principal of the ~ ~U,,,. 
According to lnqitab, the girls' clothes bad cauaht fire and some parts of 
their bodies were burnt. - · · ., · 

16. The Eastern Times, 26 and 29 January 1947 ; The Ctti( "{IP 'fl/11•7 
Gazette, 2S January 1947. 

11. The Eastern Times, 29 January 1947, 

18. Ibid, 26 and 29 January 1947; Inqilab, 27 January 1947. 
' ' . . 
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Su~initt~ in a special mClCtins, h~ld tb.J SJlllf JftJrru>pa uecki 
tile chairmanship of Begum Bashir Ahmad, roio.lvc4 to ~nti~ .tbo 
aJi~tion by holding meetings aad t~u,,g O\lt pJ!J'1#ul pr-OOeS&i9' 
to express bitter resentment against the arrest 0f the Muslim League 
leaders, the promulgation of Section 144 and the ban imposed upo.n 
the Muslim League National Guard.19 

Thus Muslim women threw themselves whole-heartedly into the 
movement. What years of education could not ~hieve was accomp-. 
lished through their participation · in this. m~ss movement. 
When their brothers were being crushed by the policy of repression by 
the Khizr Ministry, the women-old and young, educated and .. 
illiterate, aristocratic and poor,-unftinchingly joil)e~ in and spear-
headed the agitation after the arrest of Provincial Muslim League 
leaders, with complete harmony and unanimity.20 In the absence 
of sQXne prominent wom~n leaders w\le had ~• ar.,cal~ e1rlier, the 
task was carried on by 8egum B.aahir Ahaltd, ».e&Wll Viqat-11&.Niljl 

Noon, Begum Shaukat Hayat aAd a.omc. 1110111• !Dckr.S of othlr 
provinces who h.ad come to parti~pat~ in the._Ql<nltllldnt. TMy took 
out pr~ssions, exercis.~ pioketings, ma~ . . ,o.mot,w;iitaioll.S, 19,oqijDc 
complete self-control and determination, unprecedented courage and 
marvellous disciplioe.21 They violated Section 144 but remained 
peaceful.22 

The movement, however, gradually took a drastic turn and 
thousands of demonstrators defied the ban on public meetings and 
processions throughout the Province. Processions were brought 
out by the Muslim League women not only ·· at Lahore but also at 
Fero:aepur, Amritsar, Jallundar, Ambala, Rawalpindi, Jhelum, 

19, 
20. 

, . ' . . 
Begum Bashir Ahmad and Begum Viqar-un-Nisa Noon to the author. . . ' . . .. . 
From Mem<Jry, p. 199; The'Easttrn 'l'lnie,. I Marc~ t¼7; l'!qilab, I March 
1947. 

, 21. Begum Bashir Ahmad aod .Qe~um Viq~,µ~7llil~Noo1' tq t~.,.ith!H', 
22, Ibid. 
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Gujranwala, Lyallpur, Multan, and several other cities of the -Pro­
vince.23 Hundreds of women who joined the processions off'ered 
themselves for arrest. The Government, however, could not keep 
them in lock-up and they were released after one night or so,24 

except a few who were kept for a longer period. Women thus 
released were ready to offer themselves again for arrest and were 
carried in vehicles to places at a considerable distance from the city 
and left there unprotected to return home on foot.25 For instance, 
Begum Firoz Khan Noon along with other women was taken in a 
police van seven or eight miles out of town and they were asked 
to get out. When they refused to do so the van was tear-gased and 
on becoming semi-u.nconscious they were pushed out.26 This treat-
. 

ment, however, did not dishearten them and on returning to the 
city, they would again organise a procession.27 

The women prisoners were generally kept in the 'Gora 
Barraks' (European Ward) of the Women's Jail. They had to suff'er 
much atrocities at the bands of the Jail officials.28 For instance, on 
14 February 1947 three young girls wearing burqtU ascended the Jail 
building and hoisted the League Oag on it amid shouts of 'Allab-o-

23. lnqllab, 10, 16 February aod I March 1947. 

24. Bcaum Baahir Ah~, Beaum Viqar-un-Nisa Noon and Beaum Sahna 
Tasadduque Husain to the autho,·. According to them this happened 

because of the limited capacity of the Jail. 

25. Generally they would make th~ir way home by aettina 'lift' from mco 

aod womco voluotecn who would accompany the procc:ssionists with 
can, etc. 

26. From M.,,,,,,,,, pp. 198-99. 

27. Beaum Bubir Ahmad, Begum Viqar-un-NiaaJ Noon and Begum Salma 
. . ' 

Tasadduque Husain to the author. 

28. Begum Zainab Kakakhel's Diary. It bas been verified from other 
women leaders as well. 
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Akbar' and·•1slam Zindabad.'29 After hoisting the flag they shouted, 
'Up Up the League flag, Down Down the Union Jack' and sang some 

famous poems in support of the Muslim League. Such an incident 
was a challenge to the Jail authorities. The Lady Superintendent, 
Mrs. Kartar Singh, arrived at the scene and in excitement persuaded 
about 20 women convicts to beat these young girls. In the hand to 
hand scuffle that followed, Miss Mumtaz Shah Nawaz fell unconscious 
while others received serious injuries. The League flag was torn to 
pieces and pulled down. But, before the flag was pulled down the 
girls salut~d it. They were then carried by the zanana police to the 
filthy dungeons instead of the 'Gora Barracks'. Their cots were 
tied with chains and the door was locked.30 The news of this 
inhuman treatment reached the League leaders through a mason 
working in the Jail compound.31 _ Begum Bashir Ahmad immediately 
went to apprise the Home Secretary of what had happened but 
he flatly refused to interfere in the matter.32 

The news, however, spread all over the city in no time, causing 
great excitement amongst the Muslim masses. The Muslim women 
immediately assembled in a large number opposite the Assembly 

------
29. l,sqi/ab, 17 February 1947. Also from the Diary of Begum Zainab 

Kakakhel. The ffag was prepared of the green dopatta of Miss Mumtaz 

Shah Nawaz who conceived the idea of hoisting the Oag. The scheme 

was finalised on 13 February by 13 women, namely, Begum Shah Nawaz, 

Fatima Begum, Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain, Begum Karim Dad 

Khan, Begum Zainab Kakakhel, Miss Mumtaz Shah Nawaz, Miss 

Nasira Siddiqui, Miss Iqbal Khalida Rathor, Miss Mukhtar Majid, Miss 

Mahmooda Niaz, Miss Nusrat Muhammad Tufail, Miss Salma Jan and 

Miss Hasan Ara. The last two belonged to the Labore College for 

Women. 

30. The details of ' this incident have been taken from Beaum Kakakhel'a 

Diary. 
. 

31. Begum Bashir Ahmad and Beaum Salma Tasadduque Husain to tho 

author. 

32. Bcaum Bashir Ahmad to the author. 
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Chamber, and from there procoedod towards the Women'• Jail. The 
police barred their way and lathi~barged but the women c:ontinacd 
to march forward. They demonstrated pe&QCfully in front of the 
Jail; expressing their deep resentment against the savage act of tbe 
Jail authorities.33 Henceforth it seemed as if the entire admi■iatratioll 
bad been paralysed. The aew trials and vicissitudes emboldened 
women enormously and it was from then onward that processions of 
men and women continued to be brought out on a larger scale and 
practically every other day. A huge procession was taken out bJ 
women from the residence of Begum Bashir Ahmad towards the end 
of February 1947.34 It reached the Civil Secretariat Lahore •la the 
Assembly Chambers, the Regal Crossing and the Town Hall, amid 
shouts of 'Allah-o-Akbar', 'Pakistan Zindabad', with League Oags 
carried by most of the processionists. The Secretariat gate was closed 
and a large police force was gua1'ding it. A young girl proce!ssionist 
showed extraordinary courage by quietly climbing the building 
unnoticed by means of a water-pipe on the back of the building and 
hoisted the League ftag in place of the Union Jack.35 Hundreds of 

33. Begum Bashir Ahmad and Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain to the 

autho1. 

34. Begum Bashir Ahmad to the author. 

35. There is much controversy oo ~bis issue. It is unfortunate that the 
cootri butioo of a girl is being tried to be belittled. But the decision of 

history is io favour of Fatima Sughra (now Begum Fatima Aftab). 
To arrive at this conclusion the statements of women leaders and other 

cootemporari ea have ~o taken into account. The most authentic 
witness in this regard is Mr. M. Bhatti, the well-known photographer of 
Labore. His statements in the Pakistan Times, 26 November 1966; Weekly 

Harf-o-Halkayat (Urdu), Lahore, 21 January 1968, and above all Exhibi­

tion of 'The Pakistan Movement in Pictures' arranged by him in Labore 

speak io favour of Fatima Sughra. Moreovei-, the mootbly lstehkllltf, 

<U•>. Auault 1966 wl Aua-t 19'8 issues ; ne Perqealn, Karachi, 
March 1967; Nawa-i-Waqt, 11 September 1960; and W~kly /Mall N"""' 
(Urdu), September-December 1966 are evidences of the verdict oo this 

controversy. Besides, the photo analysis shall also fall within this 
purview and strengthen the fact that this honour is tho leaitimate riaht 
of Fatima Sugbra. • 
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people witnessed the seenc amid&t beut-reading shrieks of 

'Muslina- Lcag.ue Zindabad'. · She wu immediately broupt dow• by 

the police. The police also succeeded-in dit.porsing the prooessioo. 

It was indeed a great victory for the Muslim women and the 

League. The Union Jack, the mighty emblem of a world~wide 

empire had been lowered by a youthful girl, though only for a short 

time and the Muslim League flag was hoisted in its place. If was 
indeed a landmark in the history of the civil disobedience movement 
in the Punjab and pointed out ruin of the ruling party. It opened a 
new chapter in the history of the Muslim women in the field of politics 
and sounded a death-knell for the · reactionary and unrepresentative 

Khizr" Ministry. 

Evea tually the hard and strcnw,us efforts of the· niasses wel'c 

crowned with success. On 26 February' 1947, the Government was 
forced to release the imprisoned . Muslitti: League leaders, i11cluding 
women, unconditionally. Thousands of meo and women assembled 

ouiside the Central, Borstal and Women's Jails to· welcome them 
with garh1nds of flowers and took out a grand procession the like of 
whi,ch perhaps Lahore had never witnessed· before.36 

. 

On this brilliant, success the Muslimit- of the Punjab were paid 
rich tributes from all quarters. Liaquat Ali Khan, in, a telegraphic 
message to the Pre: ident of the Provincial Muslim League, said, 
''Muslim India is proud of the heroic and noble part which Muslim· 
women have played in the struggle."37 . The Committee of Action, 
of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League in its meeting held on 27 
February passed a resolution in which the services rendered by the 
Muslim women during the movement were ~ppr.eciated, in alowing. 
terms. It stated, ''we are-proud ot: ~ -m- womesa of the Punjab 

-who have led the vanguard of our movement and whose heroism and 

36. 1,rqtlab, 26 February 1947. 

37. TIN Ea,tern Ti~,, 1 March 1947. 
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courage will remain an abiding inspiration to all the Muslims of 

India. Cowardice cannot breed in, and defeat cannot darken the· 
hearths over which such heroines preside.''38 

While the demonstrations were still going on, the British 
Government on 20 February 1947 decl~red its willingness to transfer 

power in India not later than June 194'J. The Muslims had succeed­
ed in wresting power from the Khizr-Congress coalition which 
resigned on 2 March. The new Governor Sir Evan Jenkins took 

charge of the administration. This move resulted in riots between 
the Sikhs and the Muslims. On 3 March, the Sikh leader Master 
Tara Singh declared : "Let the Khalsa Panth now realise the gravity 
of the situation. I expect every Sikh to do his duty. We shall live 
or die, but shall not submit to Muslim domination. Oh Khalsa ! 
rise and gird up your loins. The momentous hour has approached. 
May God be our guide and guard us."39 On the following day 
coming out of the Assembly Chambers, he brandished his sword 

and declared, ''The time has come when the might of the sword 
alone shall rule. The Sikhs are ready. We have to bring the 
Muslims to their senses. "40 These statements foretold the direction 
towards which the new wi'lds were going to blow. The Sikhs and 
Hindus had already organised themselves for the final struggle and 
Master Tara Singh's words were the signal to go ahead. They 
launched a united encounter against the Muslims, and disturbances 
broke out in Labore on 5 March, spreading quickly to all the major 
fiistricts of the Punjab including the Sikh citadal-Amritsar. Thus 
a gruesome chapter of riots opened resulting in the destruction of 
property, large scale murders and arson. The riots were the worst 
in the districts now in East Punjab. Muslim women were absolutely 
unprepared for such an eventuality. They, however. rendered 
meritorious services. sometimes individually but mostly ihrougb their 

-----
38. Ibid ; lnqilab, I March 1947. 

39, Muhammad Baqir, Lahore Pa&t and Present, Labore, 1952. p. 242. 

-40, Ibid. 
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volunteer organisations during these hectic days. The Provh.1ctal 
Women•s Sub-Committee worked day and night in co-ordination with 
the Central Relief Committee of thct Punjab Provincial Muslim 
League formed in April, consisting of Khan Iftikbar Husain Khan 
of Mamdot, Malik Firoz Khan Noon, Maulvi Ghulam Mohayy-ud­
Din Qasuri, Maulvi Abdul Bari, Dr. Omar Hayat Malik, Dr. Abdul 
Hamid, Begum Shah Nawaz, Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain with 
Shaikh Muhammad Yamin as Convener of the Coromittee.41 

Before discussing the collective participation of the Muslim 
women in relief work it is necessary to point out that the representa­
tives of the women community had already taken steps for the 
relief work on 5 March. Under most difficult circumstances created 
by the communal frenzy, Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain went 
round all the affected areas in the company of Dr. Najib-ud-Din 
Ahmad, a selfless worker of the League from Lahore.42 She consol­

ed the women harassed by the mischief-mongers. Again un 11 
March43, she along with Fatima B~gum, visited the affected areas, 
which were keenly supervised by the women leaders. They would 
look after the arrangements in the camps. 

Communal tension gradually increased. Hindus and Sikhs 
began to attack Muslims in villages and turned out a large number 
of them from their homes. The unfortunate persons began to 
migrate to places of safety. In order to help them, relief centres 
were opened by the Punjab Provincial Muslim League at Labore. 
Muslim women did not lag behind and joined hands with men in 
supervising the arrangements and looking after the refugees in the 

------
41. lllfll/ab, 4 Aptil 1947; Eluan, 6 April 1947. Its office WU attached to 

the Provincial Muslim League's Office in R.oyal Park, · Mcleod Road, 
Labore. Later it wu shifted to 9-Fa.oc Road, Labore, 

42. E/uan, 13 March 1947. 

43. Ibid. 
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camps.44 Helpless refugee wom~n god children were admitted to 
relief .climps 01t 7 March· near the Railway Station. Sonic were 
takdn a_,ay. by· the wotneft leaders and looked after individaally.4S 

Muslim women, beside5 actively participating in the Central 
Relief Commi~teo-46, conducted several meetings in their respective 
areas under the supervision of the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee. 
They inaugurated . a Z,enana Muslim League Relief Fund, and 
collected blankets, clothes, utensils, food, etc. for the refugees.47 

The Sub-Committee made arrangements for cooking food out of the 
ab6ve funds which was sent every day to .the camps."a 

Muslim women also· took up the task of providing medical 
relief to the sick, wounded and maimed refugees in the camps.49 

They issued appeals for the donation of blood and it was mainly 
due to their continuous efforts that large quantity of blood was 
stored• in the- Blood Bank·.so A free hospital was founded by the 
Provincial W-omen's Sub-Committee in the vicinity of Bhati Gate and 
pu.t under the charge of Dr. Najib-ud-Din Ahmad.St The duties 
of nursing were performed: by women volunteers and girl students. 

---·---
. 

44. They included' Begum Shah Nawaz, Fatima Begum, Begum Salmn 
Taeaddaquo Huisain, Begum Bashir Ahmad, Begum Karim Dad Khan, 
Bcaum Abdul Hamid (of the Eastern Times), and others. lnqlJ'.lb, 16 

March 1947; Duan; 16 March 1947. It may be added that other women 
volunteers also made contributions according to their means. 

45. lnqilab; 16 Marcli 1947; (Report by ~1.K. Mir, Organiser of the Punjab 
Muslim League Relief Camp). 

46. Ibid, '1:i' Ma)' 1947, (Report submitted by Begum Salma Tasadduque 

Husain, Secretary of the Relief Committee). See also Eastern Times, 12 

June 1947; Ehsan, 24 July 1947; lnqilab, 17 September 1947. 
47. Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain to the author. 

48; Ibid. 'I'llewomen•doin, relief work not-ooly·at Labore but in various 

cldee of the Pi<lnriec sacb· IIS'Sialkot, Oujranwala, Jhelum, Rawalpindi, 
Multan, Jhllftg; Mtanwadf; Qasur, Sbeikbupura, Lyallput, etd. 

49. DuOII, 24 July 1947. 
50. Begum Salma Tuadduque Husain to the author. 

,1. Z(pfl/ltdar, 21 September 1947. 
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Musiim women also helped the victims of Ami'itsar iio.fs. 
On 17 March, a party of volunteers, both men and wolllen; was sent 
by the · Punjab Muslim League Relief Camp to provide medical 
assistance. This party, besides 13 men, included Begum Salma 
Tasadduque Husain, Fatima Begum, Begum Aziz Ahmad, Beg\l~ 
Waheed and Miss Nasir.a Siddiqui.52 Fatima Begum, then Presiden,t .. . . .. . . . . 

of the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee, played a major r~le in 
' . . 

helping the Muslims of Amritsar and paid weekly visits to ~mri~sar 

~o distribute food amongst the needy.sl 

Meanwhile the partition of the subcontinent was lo.oming . · 

large on the Indian horizon. In February 1947, the Prime Minisier 
. . 

Lord Attlee had made a historic statement in the House of Comm9ns 
in regard to the intention of the British Government to transfer . 

po_wer in India by June 1941. Lord Mountbatten, the new Viceroy of 
India, arrived in Delhi on 22 March 1947 and soon after his arrival 
started to consuli leaders of different political parties. .A.ftcr - '• 

long negotjations and discussions a plan was prepared which was . 

approved Jowards Jhe end of May by the British Cabinet, The Plan 

was publis~ed on 3 June and ibis came Jo be known as !ho 3. Ju.no 
Plan. I~ laid down Jhe procedure of transfer of power in detail 

and !he Viceroy, in a Press Conference on the following day, an• 
nounced that jhe !ransfer of power would Jake place by 15 Auaus~ 

1947. 

On 10 June, the Muslim League Council passed a resolution 
in favour of the Plan and authorised the Quaid to · accept tht 
fundamental principles of the Plan as a compromise and ,akc ncces• 
sary sieps in implemcntina it. 

After the announcemeni of ih• 3 Jun• Plan, communal tensiod . ' . . ' 

increased enormously. Violence, plunder, abduction and stabbinS 

were on rampage in !he eastern dis,ric:is of ,he Punjab, · Muslims 

52. lnqilal>, 21 March 1947. . 
53. Fatima Beaum, Sham•I-Ghariban (Urdu); Labore, 1947, p. 3, · · : 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 



98 

lacked JeCUrity · of life and property.54. Emigrations to Pakistan 
started at a large scale and on their way ·Muslims were trapped and 
murdered in cold blood. Children were cut to pieces and maimed. 
Y-ouog Muslim girls were subjected to the worst possible treatment; 
they-were kidnapped, raped and often cut to pieces. Heaps of their 
dead bodies were seen in streets, roads and highways. Numberless 
corpses were thrown into rivers, canals and sewers. Several trains, 
full of the dead bodies of Muslim refugees, reached Lahore. Accord• 
ing to a contemporary British account, ''The scale of killings and 
movement of refugees became even more extensive than those caused 
-by the more formal conflicts of opposing armies:•ss Ano~her eye­
witness, Captain Glue of Royal Sappers and Miners recorded : ''I 
have serv~d in France during the World War II and I did not see the 
destruction ~o the extent, which I have seen in Amri~sar ... S6 Muslim 
women faced this challenge with a commendable sense of natio11al 
spir~t. Irrespective of caste and creed, age and status, they resolved 
io face these heavy odds. To fight out the siJuation, a Punjab 
Women's Volunteer Service was organised under the supervision of · 
fho Provincial Wome)i's Sub-Committee ai Lahore, to co-ordinafe ihe 
work and activities of women.57 Heavy rains and unhygienic condiJions 

-·-----
S4. This s~tuation prevailed all over the subcontinent • . 

According to an authoritative statement of the partition days, the situa-
tion in the East Punjab became so bad that no Muslim could 10 to sleep 
with confidence that he would be alive the next mornina. Durio& tbc days 
of arson, murder and rioting, Maulana Azad toured different parts of 

Delhi with army officers and ' 'found Muslims completely demoralised 
and suffering a sense of utter helplessness. Rich and well-known families 
of the city came to" him "completely destitute with no earthly J)OSICSSion 
left, except the clothes they were wearing". See Story of Indian 
A,ire,1/0111 agalni t Pakl1tan, by Dr. Khalid Ohamawi, Labore, 1966, 
p. 78. 

SS. Alan Camp~II-Johnson, Mi.,sion with Mountbatttn, London, 1951, p. 
178. 

56. Dr. Khalid Ghaznawi, p. 77. 

51. Begun1 Bashir Ahmad and Begum Sal ma Tasadduquc. Husain to tho 
author, · 
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of refugees and Refugee Camps led to cholera epidemic. Girl 
students visited various camps to render help to the sick and WQ~ftd• 

ed refugees. But for this help, hundreds of patients would ha".e 
perished for lack of nursing facilities.ss 

Hearing of the atrocities of the non-Muslims in the East 
Punjab, Fatima Begum went to Amritsar, on behalf of the Provincial 
Women's Sub-Committee, to work amidst scenes of sufferings and 
rioting. Unmindful of what was happening in and around Amritsar 
and of her own safety, she resolved to expedite her programme of 
helping and saving the enormous number of Muslim refugees wllo 
had taken refuge in camps in that city. She managed to get hold of 
a private bus and rushed to Amritsar on 9 August 1947 to bring 
refugees Jo Lahore. She was so shocked to witness the conditions 
of the refugees in Amritsar · Camp that she decided to .continue 
unabated jhe work of bringing the Muslim refugees from the affected 
.areas. By ihe end of 1949, it was estimated thai nearly 5,000 Muslim 
·women owed their sa~arrival in Pakistan to· her efforts.59 - ... .. . 

On 13 A\1gust, she even managed to obtain a letter from 
Master Tara Singh through the Deputy Commissioner for ihe 
Nawab of Mamdof .sugges~ing ihe adop~ion of measures io resiore 

SS. For instance, in Septembor 1947, during cholera epidemic at Qasur, when 
the Muslims were extremely short of nurses a party of girl students from 
Bhati Gate, Lahore, rendered valuable services under the supervision of 
Dr. Najib-ud-Din Ahmad. These girls numbering between IS to 20 were 
taken daily to Qasur. They worked for S to 6 hours and returned to Lahore 
in the evening. The follo~iog words · appear on the merit certi&ate . . . 
issued by Lt.--COI. Dr. llahi Bakhsh on 13 October 1947 to Dr. Najib-ud-
Din Ahmad in recognition of the voluntary services rendered by the 

YOUDI girls : . 
"Pakistan should be proud of girl volunteers who volunteered to work 
during most difficult times, but for this help, hundreds of patients 
would have perished for: le.ck of nursing facilities." • .. . . 

S:J, This information has been given by Bcg~m Bashir Ahmad and" Begum 
Salma. Tasadduque Husain. .A·n account of her activities between 
Jpuary to Sep~mbi::r t9411 ~re Jiven in Slram•i~Gl,arjl,on~ · : . 
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peace and order in the Province.60 She reached Lahore the same 
night escorted by four army personnel who had been detailed by the 
Arca Commander of the Boundary Force. She met the Nawab who 
was then discussing similar problem with the League Leaders like 

Mi.an Mumtaz Daultana, Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan and Colonel 

Muhammad Ayub Khan, who was then attached as an Adviser on. 
:behalf · of Pakistan to Major-General Rees, Commancler of a Speical 
Military Command set up by the Partition Council to protect the 

. . 
population in the riot affected areas of the Punjab. Fatima Begum 
was _sent back with a suitable reply and she returned the same night to 
Amritsar. The message from the Nawab of Mamdot was handed 
over to Sardar Lal Singh, A.D.M., Amritsar. She proposed that 
copies of these peace proposals should be thrown in the affected areas 

by aeroplanes and broadcast these with an appeal to ihe masses 
to remain peaceful. 61 

· · · · On 14 August 1947, the tentative date or partitioning India', 

the mass transfer of population started at a tremendous rate. Arson, 
:loot. and massacre in eastern districts of the Punjab forced Muslims 
to: leave their homes for Pakistan. The task of relief and rehabilita .. 
tion of the refugees was taken up at various relief ·centres organised 

bY, the Women's Sub-Committee. This time their chief preoccupation 
·was_ not only to sympathise with the homeless, tcrror-strickeii and 
Jil~ilated men, women and children but also to feed and clothe them 
~rid to make necessary arrangements for their rehabilitation. . The 
people of the West Punjab bore the brunt of accommodating this 

huge uprooted population. Begum Liaquat . Ali Khan, wife of the 

first Prime Minister of Pakistan, in a statement issued at this juncture 
depicted clearly the state of affairs in Lahore., when she said that 
thousands of dead and dying were lined up in the strcctsi cholera 

-·----
~- Sham-l~Ghariba~ pp. 19-25. On this occasion Shaikh Sadiq l{~Q 

· ...... , • . , . . . 
· · · · ~cc_o~nicd her. from A.mritsar to ·Labore, . . . . . 

Cil, Ibid, p. 19. . ., . .. .. . . ... \ 
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had : broken out and India had refused to supply vaccine wh:ch wa1 
being flown from Paris ; the hospitals were badly disorganised, hope,, 
lessly understaffed and overcrowded ; transport ccnstituted a major 
problem in rendering help and housing, and supplies were difficuti Jo 
acquire,62 

-- In. these circumstances women strove day and night ·and 
-'accepted the challenge. They made arrangements in the transit 
-camps which ·were organ_ised, managed and supervised by them.6_3 
In order to provide relief activities on a wider scale, an Employment 
Exchange Bureau, 'a Lost and Found Bureau and various other 
organisations were formed.64 Clothes, blankets, food, utensils and 
other necessities of life were collected and distributed in the various 
camps and relief centres. 

Earlier in September 1947, three meetings of the Punjab 
Provincial Women's Sub-Committee wet'e held consecutively on 
S, 6 and 7 September in its office at Lahore,6s A comprehensive 

;programme for relief work was chalked out and various relief 
committees wer-e constituted to take up the work under· their super­
vision. An Industrial Centre was ·established at the Lady McLagan 
School; Lahore, to prepare clothes for the refugees and the task was 
earnestly taken in hand by Muslim women under the supervision of 
.Beg\iOl Durr,ni, Deputy Directress of Education, Punjab. A large 
number. of clothes were prepared every day. A Medical Relief 
.Committee under the chairmanship of Lady Abdul Qadir was set up. 
· Miss A. Qureshi, as in charge of ihe medical relief party, looked 

, . 

1S2. Begum Liaquat Ali ·Khan, A Tribute to-the Wom111 of Palci1to11. ~• 
typed article was lent to the author by Begum Selma Tasadduque Husain 
for consu.ltation). 

63. ibi~. 

64. Ibid. 
,: . . . . . . 

65. Jnqilab, 17 September 1947. 
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after the sick and wounded children and women in the Mayo 
"Hospital. Girls worked 'with extreme diligence and patience ia the 
Hospital. 

Another Committee was set up at the Walton Training Camp 
to look after women and their children. This Committee wor.ked 
under the supervision of Begum Shah Nawaz and Besum Azimullab, 
an enthusiastic worker of the Women's Sub-Committee. A fourth 
Committee to distribute clothes, utensils and other necessary articles 
of daily use to the refugees was also appointed under the guidance 
of Begum Farrukh and Miss Khan, members of the Provincial body. 

The fifth Committee, headed . by Begum Abdul Majid, was 
appointed to look after the incoming refugees from other parts of 
the subcontinent and to escort them from the Labore Railway 
Station and make reasonable arrangemenis for ~cir boarding and 
lodging. 

Lady Shafi took charge of a Committee which was entrusted 
-wit_b the iask of collecting funds for the refugees. Begum Abdul Azii 
worked as.convenor of ~be Committee. 

In conclusion it can be said that Muslim women did not lag 
behind in any hour of trial during the Freedom Movement. When­
ever and whatever the situation might have been, they never failed to 
respond to the call of the nation. The darkest picture of the miseries 
which Muslim women faced were during the monstrosities of the 
partition riots. The nation had been put on a trial ; tension was 
mounting and hardships were accumulating, yet women made sacti"' 
fices by losing their honour, property, brothers, husbands and sons. 

· This was all they had and that too, they presented ~o the nation. 

Amidst these agonising circumstances, Pakistan was born on 
14 August 1947. On 15 August, the Quaid-i-Azam assumed the 
office as the first Governor-General of Pakistan and the first Cabinet 

was sworn in. The Quaid on this biswri~ ~8$ion eulopsed ~ 
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services and sacrifices made by the Muslims to achieve their goal and · 
announced, ''My thoughts are with the valiant fighters in our cause 
who readily sacrificed all !hey had, including !heir lives, !o make 
Pakistan possible.''66 

The women of Pakistan who .bad marched onwards with 
undiminished spirit and determination in the struggle for Pakistan 
now decided to face unflinchingly the fresh problems that confronted 
the new S~ate. As previously stated they continued ~o work to amelio­
rate · the sufferings of the refugees under the supervision of their 
respective ComlJlittees. In February 1949, an organisation known 
as All-Pakistan Women's Association, commonly called A.P.W.A., • 
was set up by some enthusiastic women workers; under the president­
ship of Begum Liaquat Ali Khan. Begum Khwaja Nazim-ud-Din and 
Miss Fatima Jinnab became its Patrons. This body provided a 
rallying point and a new platform for ihe women of Pakistan to 
reshape the destinies of their new country and io se11Ie 1he problems 

. . . . 

Jhaj i!s creation had ushered in. 
. . 

------
66. Daw11, (Daily), Karachi, 16 Augugt 1947. 
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Part II 

The account of women's activities since 1938, given in the 
previous chapters, relates mainly to the Muslim women of the 
Punjab. During the elections of 1946 and the subsequent campaigns 
launched to oust the British and Congress sponsored ministries of 
the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province, the work done 
by Muslim women of these two provinces was of a similar nature. Thi~ 
work was peculiar to the situation that had arisen in these two 
Muslim majority provinces and had no parallel in the other Muslim 
provinces. In these areas the Muslim women organisations were 
on trial and it must be said in their favour that they came out success­
ful from Jhis ordeal. 

Unlike other provinces, the Musli~ women of the North-West 
Frontier Province entered active politics at a fairly later stage• 
and appeared on the political scene just near the elections oi 1946. 
It was anachronisµc that a province, having a large majority of 
Muslims, should have a Congress Government. The League launched 
a forceful election campaign and preached its gospel in every city 
and village and even in the tribal areas. The masses gradually 
became convinced of the righteousness of the cause of the Muslim 
League and began to unite themselves under its banner. The 
Provincial Women's Sub-Committee took up the task with remarkable 
courage and determination and women leaders arranged meetings 
ai various places in Jhe major districts of ihe Province such as 

1. The Women's Sub-Committee in this Province had been formed 

in 1940 at Pesbawar (Killliber Mail, 28 April 1940), but no details a~ 
avajlablc of its activities after its formation. 
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Peshawar, Mardan, Bannu, Kbhat, Abbottabad, Naus:ichra, Dera . 
Ismail Khan and other far-flung areas. The claim of the League to 
be the sole representative body of the l'\-1uslims was explained to the 

Pathan women.The Provincial Women's Sub-Committee thus prepared 
the ground and in order to make the election campaign successfol 
the Women's Central Sub-Committee of the All-India Muslim 

. 

League ·in October 1946 despatched a deputation- from Lahore under 
the leadership of Lady Abdullah J!aroon.2 The deputation during 
this tour conducted meetings . at Peshawar, Naushebra and Mardan 

in which Pathan women made liberal contributions for the League 
Election Fund.3 The gathering at Mardan at the residence of Begum 
Nawab Zari Sarfraz Khan is of special importance, for it was for 
the first time in the history of the North-West Frontier Province 

that such a large meeting of women was held.4 Pathan women 
gathered under the banner of the Muslim League in an overwhelming 

number and worked incessanily for the League election campaign. 
It was during this period that the Quaid-i-Azam, while . addressing 
Muslim women in Peshawar, said "I am very glad that our women 
.are coming f ~rward ...• Women can always play a great part. It is 

said that the hand that rocks the cradle rules the nation .•.. Our 
Islamic history shows that women have always worked shoulder · to 
shoulder with spen. . . . No nation can ever achieve any big thing 
unless we take our women with us. ••s 

As the elections approached nearer, ihe women chalked out 
fresh programme to intensify the election campaign. Largely 

at!ended gatherings were held and women were urged to cast their 

-----
2. !'he Eastern Times, 24 October 194S. See an account of this deputation's 

work in Chapter III. 

3. Ibid, 24 October and 1, November 194S. The amount totalled Ila. 
3,500. 

4. Ibid, 15 November 1945. 

,. Ibid, 28 Nov~~ubcr J9'~. 
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votes in favour of the Muslim League candidates.6 Although they 
made strenuous efforts to frustrate Congress designs during the 
elections,. the Congress Ministry still remained in office. The League 

. could capture only 17 out of a total of 36 Muslim seais and· ihe 
Congress formed a ministry under Dr. Khan Sahib. 

Meanwhile .in January 1947, the Punjab Provincial Muslim 
League bad launched a civil disobedience campaign against the Khizr 
Ministry. This bad its repercussions on the North-West Frontier 
Province which now turned a new chapter o( its his,ory. When the 
Congress Ministry, beaded by Dr. Khan Sahib, adopted repressive 
measures e!lpecially in the Hazara District, the situation deteriorated. 
The Muslims bitterly resented the restrictions imposed by the 
Government on the meetings and demonstraJions of Jhe League.7 

------
6. It is said that the total number of votes · cast by the Pathan women for 

the League were over 90 per cent. This information bas been collected 

from Begum Salrna Tasadduque Husain. 

7. According to a press information the demonstrations in the North-West 

Frontier Province against the Congress Ministry started on 21 February 

1947 during a large gathering of the Muslims under the auspices of the 
P~hawar City Muslim League. A Sikh girl who had embraced Islam and 

adopted the name 'Islam Bit i' was returned to the Sikhs by Dr. Khan 

Sahib, Premier of the Province. This undesirable intervention of tlM 

latter injured Muslim sentiments. Under the leadership of Fida 

Muhammad Khan, President of the Peshawar City. Muslim ~aue, 
the Muslims approached the Premier for a better solution of the problem 

but in vain. As a protest against the attitude of Dr. Khan Sahib a 
meeting of the League was organisro on 21 February 1947 at Chowk: 

Yadpr under the prcsidentship of Fida Muhammad Khan. At the end of 
the meeting a procession marched towards Dr. Khan's residence to place 

their grievances, shouting slogans, lik~ 'Cong·ess Ministry Murdabod 
La Kay Ralulin Gay Pakistan' . The procession was stopped and tear­
psed on the way by the police but it managed to reach Dr. Khan's 

residence. Thus the agitation, which began with · the cry for civic 

rights and the return of' Islam Babi'. took a new turn and resulted in the 

civil--disobedience movement. See Kohlstan (Daily), Lahore, 2S 

Docomber 1961; Nowa-1-Waqt (Daily), Labore, 25 December 1962, 
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On 26 February, when a procession was taken out at Mardan ln 
violation.of Section 144, a ne·N chapter of the women's movement 
in the Frontier Province was opened. Various Muslim League 
leaders including · Khan Abdul Qayyum Khan were arrested.8 The 
masses · thereafter started taking out organised processions under 
protesi against Dr. Khan Sahib's Ministry. 

It was during this civil disobedience movement that the 
Pathan women who bad ·never b!en out of purdah before for the 
first time walked un-veiled in public processions. ''Lad_ies of upper• 
middle-class families more than once scaled ladders propped against 

the walls of jails which housed political prisoners, and brandished 
League flags aloft."9 The first women procession, consisting of 
about thirty .women, was taken out from the residence of Bepni 
Abdul Wahid, President of the Peshawar City Women's _Sub-Com~ · 
mittee, and roamed in the different bazars and streets of Peshawar.10 . 

Likewise, similar women processions were taken out on the 12, 
13 and 15 March · from the office of the Peshawar City Muslim 
League.11 Excitement ran high and masses swelled the processions 
each ~ime. Old men on seeing this could not help shedding tears. 
Pathan women continued to demonstrate and faced the police lathi• 
charge, tear-gas, severe beating and even firing.12 Despite these 
provocations ~hey remained calm and cool. They picketed the 
police station, and frequently demonstrated before the Civil Secrc­
iariat and the Railway Station. To express resentment it became 
their routine !o defy Section 144 in front of the District Courts and 

8. Nawa-i-Waqt, 2S December 196:1. 

9. Ian Stephens, Pakistan : Old Country New Natiolt, London, 1%4, p. 186. 

10. Sayyid MuhammaJ Tufail Ahmad Badar, A/tob-1-Hara,n (Urdu), 

Karachi, 1949, p. S21. 

11. A/Jaml'at, 20 March 1947. 

12. In Dera Ismail Khan, women and children were ftred at durina a peaceful 
demomtration. In Kobat, the non-Muslim Army and Polic:o ollccn 

maltreated the women processioniata. Seo lnqUob, 18 and 19 April IM7, 
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o:thcr Covernment offices in well organised processions. They 

emulated the Punjab and hoisted the League- flag on some of these 
Government buildings.13 

To strengthen the Frontier women's activities against the 
Government, the Punjab Provincial Women's Sub-Committee decided 
to send a delegation. The first batch consisting of four women, 
1uimely Fatima Begum, Begum Karim Dad Khan, Begum Zubaida 

Sbah and Nasira Siddiqur, reached Peshawar in the end of March 
-1~1.1• They met the local workers and leaders1S and helped them 

in this campaign. On 1 April a meeting of the Provincial Muslim 
Women's Sub-Committee was held under the presidentship of Begum 

Khwaja Allah Bux at Peshawar. A large number of women attended 

this meetinf and inspiring speeches we1e delivered against the Cong-. 
r~ss Minisuy. ·This was the sixth meeting of the women after the 
promulgation of Section 144 in the Frontier Province. Dr. Khan 
Sahib's attempt to rouse Shia-Sunni feelings was condemned and an 

, 

appeal was made to the Muslims to remain united and to combat 
Jhe repressive policy of the Government with perseverence. Resolu-. . . 
Jions were also passed. In one of these they informed the Frontier 
Government that it bad lost the confidence of the masses arid, there-. . -
fore, should resign immediately.16 

Jl. l11qllab, 12 April 1947. 
14, TM East~,,. Times, 3 April 1947 ; lnqilab, S April 1947. Later on in 

the following month, Miss Mumtaz Shah Nawaz made a whirl wind tour 

of the Province during which she addressed combined gatherings or 

men and women and inspired them by her speeches. Sec lnqilab, 12 
~'May 1947. 

IS. They included Begum Nawab Zari Sarfraz Kbao, Begum Mumtaz 

Jamal, Beizum Qazi Mir Ahmad, Begum Shirin Wahab, Begum Abdul 

Wahid, Begum Sardar Ali, Begum Faqir Muhammad, Mrs. Aqila, Begum 

: Sharif Husain, Beaum Muh4mmad Saleem, Begum Muhammad Afzal, 

Begum Fida Ali, Begum Jan Muhammad, Begum Fazal Karim, Begum 

Sanaullah, Begum Mufti, Begum Ghulam Husain, Miss Fahmida Sharif, 

Miss Fahmida Rauf, Miss Almas Akhtar, ' Miss Sardar Jamal, Miss 
Munawwar Jamal, Miss Mubarak Maqbul, Miss Sardar Haider and 

Miss Sultan Begum. 

16. Zomindar, 2 April 1947. 
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On 3 April 1947, a huge procession of about 1,500 women 
picketed Dr. Khan Sahib's residence and hoisted the League flag on 
bis bouse.17 The procession then marched towards the Government 
House but it was stopped on the way by the police.18 · The 
processionists demanded immediate .dismissal of the Congress 
Ministry and urged the holding or fresh elections in the Province 
and the release of the imprisoned Muslim League leaders.19 Again 
on 9 April, another large procession under the leadership of Fatima 
Begum expressed its indignation against the ''unwarranted and 
uncalled for bl&ck laws'' of the Congress Governmerit.20 The pro~ 
cessionists unanimously adopted a resolution calling upon Dr. Khan 
Sahib's Ministry to resign. They also urged upon the Governor to 
dissolve the Assembly and bold new elections. Khan Sultan 
Muhammad Khan, Presi~ent of the N.-W.F.P. Muslim League 
Defence Committee, paying tribute to the women, said, "for the first 
time in the history of N.-W.F.P. they are playing a large part in 
politics, defying Section 144, . organising processions, meetings and 
voicing the demand that the Congress ministry should hold fresh 
elections". 21 

These. peaceful campaigns were marred by an ugly incident on 
14 April, when a huge procession of veiled women while marching 
~owards ~be Governor's House was deliberately, so it was said, run 
over by Bombay Exprctss on a railway level crossing. near Bala 
Hisar Fort, and four women were seriously injured.22 

-·-----
17. Nawa•i•Waqt, 14 August 1962. I 

18. Ibid. 
19. Ibid. 
20, Tlie Etutern Tinus, 12 April 1947 ; lnqilab, 12 April 1947. 
21. Tht Ea1tern Times, 4 April 1947. A full account of their activities and 

enthusiasm for the Lnaue appeared in the statement of Fatima Beguru 
issued on 1 May 1947 at New Delhi. For details, see The Eastern Times, 
3 May 1947. 

22. Ibid, 16 April 1947; lnqilab, 20 April 1947. It was believed that over 
1,000 Muslim women walked in procession. The Bombay Express was 

being driven by a Sikh. The Deputy Commissioner accompanyin1 the 
processionists asked the driver to wait but the latter did not care for this 
instruction. 
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The procession immediately reorganised itself and marched 
towards the residence of Dr. ~ban Sahib where they expressed their . 
bitter resentment and later dispersed peacefully.23 This incident 
created considerable excitement amongst the Muslims· · all over the 
subcontinent. They held meetings and passed resolutions against 
the Government and urged it to take necessary action.24 

The Frontier women thereafter intensified their struggle with 
fresh vigour and determination. On 22 April, a women's procession. 
in which all were wearing burqas, first picketed in front of the All­
India Radio Station. Peshawar, then entered ~he ·Station's premises 
and hoisted the League flag on its building.2s 

The following day over one thousand Muslim women demons­
Jrated in front of the District Court shouting League slogans and 
hoisted the League flag on the Court building.26 After flag hoisting, 
,hey held a special meeting in which prominent women leaders 
delivered forceful speeches. Deep resentment was expressed against 
,be repressive meac;ures adopted by the Congress Ministry to suppress 
Jhe peaceful movement of the League. The meeting also decided 
to continue_ the struggle till complete civil liberties were restored, . 
They also urged upon Dr. Khan Sahib to resign forthwith as be had 

------
23. Aftab-i-Haram, p. 524. 

' 24. Fatima Begum, as head of the Provincial Muslim Women's Sub-Com-

mittee sent the following telegram to the Governor of the N.-W.F.P., 

and copies of the same to the Viceroy and Quaid-i-Azam : 

"Punjab Muslim women are horror-stricken They strongly condemn 

the barbaric action of the engine driver, reported to be a Sikh, in 

deleberately running over veiled Muslim women peaceful proces­
aionists in Peshawar-:irge strong action." See The &»tern Tinws, 16 
April 1947. 

2'. 7711 Eastern Tlm,s, 23 April 1947 ; lnqilab, 24 April 1947. 
• 

26. Tlw Eastern Tlmu, 24 April 1947 ; ln9ilab, 25 April 1967. 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 



111 

forfeited the confidence of the people and called upon the Governor 
to hold fresh elections in the Province.27 

Besides these activities, a secret organisation of the Muslim 
women known as 'War Council'28 also started a . campaign against 
the Government. The Council played commendable role during this 
agitation by establishing an underground 'Pakistan Broadcasting 
Station' .29 From this station news bulletin were broadcasted in 
favour of 'Pakistan' and a detailed account of the daily progress of 
the civil disobedience movement in the Province was given twice in a 

day, at 08.30 hours and. 20.00 hours. The news bulletin began and 
ended with 'Pakistan Zindabad'.30 This Broadcasting Station 

supplied necessary information about the developments in the Pro­
vince. This showed Muslim women's enthusiasm for the achieve­
ment of Pakistan and their capacity for constructive work and was a 

. challenge to the Government which in spite of all the sources at its 
. disposal could not trace out the Station.31 

Towards the end of April 1947, Lord Mountbatten paid a 
visit to the Frontier Province to guage the seriousness of the siJua• 

tion. According to Campbell-Johµson, ''an immense Moslem League 
demonstration" was organised on his arrival, ''which was to place 

its grievances before the Vicero_y. " 32 The demonstrators were 
''estimated at well over seventy thousand", who "had been gathering 
from the most remote parts of the Province, many of them having 

·.been on march for several days .... which had a surprisingly large 
------

27. Ibid. 

28. A/tab-i-Haram, p. 524. 

29: Ibid, p. 525. Ac~rding to a press information this Radio Boadcastina 
Station broadcasted its programmes in favour of Pakistan on 70 metre 
wave-length twice in a day. See The Eastern Times, 20 April 1947; lnqilab, 
21 April 1947. 

30. The Eastern Times, 20 April 1947. 

31. Aftab-i-Haram, p. 525. · 

3.?. Alan Campbell-Johnson, Mission witlt MoU1ttbatten, Londoo, 1951, p. 74. 
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number of women and children in its midst."ll The Viceroy was 

astonished to find such an overwhelming number of Muslim women. 
demonstra!ion despite the fact that the Congress Ministry had 

exercised all possible means of checking the large caravans of 

Muslim women coming to participate in the demonstration. The 
vehicles at th.eir disposal were punctured ; trucks, buses, vans and 
even private cars were made defective in one way or the other. But 
the women of Frontier managed to reach Peshawar on foot in· two 
days carrying their children in arms. 34 Apart from participating in 
this historic procession they met the Governor Sir Olaf Caroe and 

placed their grievances before him, and later they saw the. Viceroy as 
well when he toured the Province.ls The meeting of Muslim women 
with the Viceroy was another important event not only iii the history 
of the Province but of the Muslims of the subcontinent as 
well.36 

During these hectic .days while the movement had widenod 
its .sphere in the Province, the British Government took steps to 

implement the 3 June Plan in regard to the transfer of power in 
India. The Plan offered an opportunity to the North-West Frontier 
Province to reconside~ its position ; it was given the choice either of 

. . 

accepting the existing Constituent Assembly or holding a referendum. 
The League ~ccepted referendum. 

The object of the referendum was to find out whether tile 
Muslims of the Province wishe<i to join Pakistan or ooJ. The Qivil 

----·--
33, Ibid. 

34. Begum Salma Tasadduque Husain to the author. For taking out such a 

large and well organised procession of Muslim women, the services or 
certain women leaders such as Begum Nawab Zari Sarfraz Khan, 
Begum Mumtaz Jamal, Begum Qazi Mir Ahmad and Begum Shuin 
Wahab must be mentioned. 

JS. Begum Salrna Tasadduque Husain to the author. The same· has b~q 
verified by Begum Mumtaz Jamal, 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 



1'13 

disobedience ni6vernent was· called off' on 3 June by the -~uaid-i­
Azam through a broad;ast message in which be said, ''I req·uest the 
Provincial Muslim League of the Frontier Province to withdraw the 
movement of peaceful civil disobedience which they had perforce -to 
resort · to ;·and I· call upon all the leaders of the Muslim League 
and Mussalmans generally to organise our people to face .this 
referendum with hope and courage, and I feel confident that the 
people of the Frontier will give their verdict by a solid vote to join . 
the Pakistan Constitutent As:;embly."37 Referring to the unostenta­
tious efforts of the selfless Muslim women, he remarked, "I cannot 
but express my appreciation of the sufferings and sacrifices made 
by all the classes of Muss:almans and particularly the great' part 
the women of the Frontier played in the fight for our civil 
liberties. " 38 

In response to the Quaid's appeal, the Muslim women doubled 
~heir efforts in urging their sisters to vote for Pakistan. They even 
~ried to influence ~heir brothers, husbands, sons and other relatives 
as well. 

While preparations for referendum were in full swing in the 
• 

Fron~ier, the Punjab Provincial Women's Sub-Committee sent a small 
group to tour that Province. In a meeting held on 2 July 1947 at 
Abbottabad under the chairmanship of Begum Salma Tasadduquo 
Husain about one thousand women pledged and promised to \'ote 
for Pakistan.39 Begum Salma Tasaddilque Husain · alona with her 
group toured the other areas in the southern districts canvassing the 
people to express their preference for amalgamation with Pakistan.40 

/ 

-----
37. Pakistan Moveme'lt : Historic Document,, op. clt ., pp, 339-40. 

38. Ibid, p, 540; ln1ilab, S June 1947. 

39. lnqllab, S July 1947. 

40. Ibid. 
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When the polling began in July, M11slim women in large 
numbers went to the polling booths to cast their votes.41 In Peshawar 
the League secured 2,S80votes out of 3,400 female votes on the very 
first two days.42 Eventually the League came out victorious and 
2,89,244 votes were cast for Pakistan and 2, 874 for India. Dr. Khan 
Sahib's Ministry, however, remained _io office until the creation of 
Pakistan and was later dismissed on 22 August 1947 . 

. . 

I 

4J. Tlw &ut,rn Tinw$, 8 July 1947. 

42. Ibid, 12 Iuly 1947. 
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APPENDIX A 

Amat-al-Hamid Dan•■, (Bet• Abad Allmad). 

Amat-ul-Hamid Kbanum, daughter of Dr. Fw Muhammad: 
Khan, was born in October 1903 in Nabha, East Punjab, and was 
educated at home. From the days of the Khilafat Movement, she • 
began to take interest in politics, especially in the welfare of women. 
In 1925,. she compiled a book entitled the Guldasta-i-Kaslrida, a 
useful book for girls interested in tailoring and embroidery. In 
1927, in response to the suggestion of Maulvi Sayyid Mumtaz Ali, 
she founded an Anjuman of Muslim women, known as Aojuman•i­
Tahzib-i-Niswan, and a Library in Faizabad (Awadh), and in 1930, 
she founded a similar Anjuman and a Library in Pillibheet. 

In October 1933,. she was married to Sahibzada Abad Ahmad 
·, 

Khan who was jhen an officer in the Po'.ice Oepartll'ent. 

Although she had started ta}cjng interest in the affairs of the 
Muslim League in early thirtees, she came in closer contact with. · 
this organiution in 1937 when she lived in Dera Dun. In 1940, she · 
was elected President of the Dera Dun branch of the Women's Sub­

Committee Qf Jhe Muslim League and in 1945, wben she lefJ Dera 

JI S 
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Dun for Aligarh, she devoted her utmost atter.tion to the Leasue 

activities. At one time the Begum was offered the presidentsbip of 

the Women's Sub-Committee, but she declined the offer and preferr­

ed to work for it as an orJinary worker. During 1946 Elections, 

sho supported the League candidates. 

In October 1947, Be&um Aba1 Ahmad came to Lahore 

along with her husband and immediafcly undertook the refugee 
rehabilitation and relief work for the refu. ees from India and 

Ka!lhmir. 

- -·--

Amlr-aa-Nisa, (Lady Mahamm•d Sllaft). 

Amir-un-Nisa was born at Lahore in 1879. Her father, Mian 
Nizam .. ud-Din, was one of the few Muslim Session iudges of -those 
ti111eS:. · :She received her education under the guidance of htr· father, 
who held progtessi\le views · about social and educational values • 

. 
. • In 1894, she was married to her cqusio, Mian Muhammad . . . . 

s,iafi . . The marriage brought hc:r into contact with the leading 
politicians of her time and very soon she began .to realise the 

h.11ndicaps of the Muslim women. · Her desire to wor~ (or the uplift 
of the ¥uslim wome~ was enco~raged by ·her husband as she. herself 
admitted in the wo~ds that "in all my works and activities . . I 
am indebted to my late lamented husband Mian Sir Muhammad 
Shafi wlici :·always ·came to my relief and support in my progr~ssive 
schemes for the welfare of Indian Womenhood."1 · 

, She di~ardcd purdah in 1919-a . step which . was- bitterly 
opposed-by the orthodox section of the community. : According to 
Lady Sbafi's stattment, ·,.1- found no -lady of ran\ to stand by me 
and help' me hi the emancipation: of our In-:iian sisiers· . . f . was· all 

. ·· · · .. t .: . .. · .. . . - . . . . -----
1. Zaidi, op. cit., p. 137. 
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Alone and did aii ·1 could to preach the vah.:e of open air and 

rtfr.esbirig atmosphere without the zanana."Z She formed an anjuman 

of women in Baghbanpura, Lahore in 1905 and Anjuman-:-Khawatin-i 
Islam, in 1908 .. 

She also . helptd in strengthening the All-India Muslim 

WC)men's Confere-nce which was founded by the Begum of Bhopal in 

1913. In 1918, she organised the annual session of the All-India 

Muslim Women's Conference which was held at Lahore.3 She also took 
. - . . 

part in ·the All-India Women's Conference and presided over some 
. . . . 

or its meetings but later resigned from the organisation for its 

support of joint electorates:4 

She supported the Sarda Bill and represented the women 

community before the Sarda Bill Commission. In 1939, sbe was 
elected a_ member .of the Working Committee of the Punjab Pro .. · 

vincial Muslim Women's Sub-Committee and remained a member: 

throughout her life. 
' . . 

· In 1947, during the civ ii disotcdience movement, Lady-
Shafi actively _participated in the agitation and later played:a com­

mendable role in helping the refubees after the partition. She died 

in December 1959. 

Amjadi Bano, (Beg11m Muhammad Ali). 

· · Amjadi Bano was born in 1885 in the Ratnpur State. Her . . 
father, Azmat Ali Khan, held a high office in the State of 

2. Ibid. 

3, Sitara•i•Subh (Daily), Lahore, 22 March 191$. 

4. Nawa•i•Waqt, 31 December 1959. 
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Indore. She lost her father during her childhood aed was 
brought up by her grandmother. In the absence of suitable in'lti­
tutions for the education of Muslim girls at that time she was 
educated at home. 

In 1902, slle was married to Maulana Muhammad Ali. She 
was fortunate in having in her husband a passionate lover of his 
country and a great Muslim leader. 

In the beginning she devoted herself to social work and did 
not hesitate to work with men though she kept herself in veil throu­
ghout her life. ' 'She was of the type," says Halide EJib Kbanum, 
"of those Turkish women ... who threw themselves into the 
service-of their country, especially on the social side."5 During the 
Khilafat Movement, she tour~d the country with her mother-in-law 
and enrolled Muslim as well as non-Muslim women to support tlM-· 
movemept. After the arrest of her husband, she contiaued to work · 
for the movement and collected a huge sum for the K.bilafat Fund. · 
According to Maulana Muhammad Ali, about 40 to 45 lakh rupee, 
were collected by bis mother and wife during a period of two years.' 
It was during this period that she became Sccre1ary of the All-India 
Women's Khilafat Committee. 

In 1930, she accompanied her husband to London when he 
went to participate in the Round Table Conference and who was not 
keeping good health . His death in January 1931 was a terrible shock 
to her but she did not falter in her mission and continued the 
struggle. 

In 1937, during the annual session of the All-India Muslim 
League held at Lucknow, she formed a separate section _of tho 
Muslim women to work under the All-India Muslim League. This 

5. Halide E<iib, op. cit., p. 50. 

6. Seerat·i-Muhammad Ali, op. cit~ p. 429 .. 
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body, however, did not materialise and it was in 1938 that the All­
India Muslim League organised a Women's Central Sub-Committee 
to promote political consciousness amongst Muslim women and to 
bring them under the league banner. She served on this Sub-Com­
mittee with great devo'.ion. 

The Begum was a member of the Committee which drafted the 
l istoric Labore Resolution and also presided over the first annual 
session of the Women's Central Sub-Committee held in Habibia 
Hall at Lahore in 1940. 

In the Provincial Elections of 1946, she was returned unoppos­
ed to the U .P. Legislative Assembly from the Muslim women 
constituency of Lucknow and remained a member · of the Working 
Committee of the All-India Muslim League for the re:;t of her life. 
On her death on 28 March 1947, the Quaid-i-Azam declared that her 
death was undoubtedly a great loss for the nation in particular and 
the Mus:im women in general.7 

----· 

Anwarl Be;um, (Lady Abdul Qadir). 

Lady Abdul Qadir, daughter of Shaikh Muhammad Umar, 

Bat-at-Law, was born in 1884 and received early educaiion 
in Urdu, Persian and elementary English at home. While still in her 
teens she began to write articles for the Tahzib-i-Niswan of Lahore, 
her theme being the enlightenment and welfare of women. 

In 1909, she was married to Shaikh (later Sir) Abdul Qadir, 
I 

B&r•lt-Law, and helped her husband in bringing out successfully 
the famous Urdu journal, Makhzan. Lady Qadir was the 

1. lnfilob, 31 March 1947. 
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. . 
foremost Muslim woman who started social gathering, of 
Muslim women in the Punjab and arranged several meetings at her 
own residence. Her interest in the welfare of women led her to form 
an anjuman, known as the Anjuman-i-Taraqqi-i-Nis\\·an, at Lahore. 
In early 20's, she was appointed President of Women's Committee 
set up by the Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-1,lam and in 1925, she was 
elected Presic!ent of the All-India Muslim Women's Conference 
session held at Poona. 

Lady Abdul Qadir was for many years President of the 
Ladies Club, Lahore. In 1931, when the All-India Women's Con-
. 
ferencc held its session at Lahore, she was appointed Chairmaµ of 
the Reception Committee, and in 1933, she presided over the session 
of the same organisation held at Calcutta . lo 1937, she was , ; 

selected to represent Indian wome:i in the Women an.d Children 
Welfare Committee in Geneva. 

. . . ~ . 
In 1938, Lady Abdul Qadir was appointed a member of the 

Women's Central Sub-Committee of the All-India Muslim League. 
She gave a commendable support during the arrangement of the 
League's annual session held at Lahore in 1940. In 1941, she was 
again included in the Women's Central Sub-Committee. She also 
remained on the Working Committee of the Punjab Provincial 
Women's Sub-Committee for a long time and gave active support to 
the organisation throughout the struggle. In 1946, when the 
suffering refugees from Bihar came to Lahore, she donated a con-. . . 

siderable am:>unt for their help and later lookeJ after the refugees . . 

in camps at Lahore during the partition period. 

----
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Miss Fatima Jinnah 

Miss Fatima Jinnah, the sister of the Quaid-i-Azam, was born 
in J893-4 at Karachi aod was edu :ated in the Bandra Convent . 
School at Khan ial, Bo:nbay, fro.n where 3he m:1triculate:i. In 1926, 

she took admission in the diplom:1 course of Dental Surgery at 
Calcutta and after the completion of the course, started a clinic 
for practice. In 1929, she wound up the clinic and took over charge 
of the Quaid-i-Azam's house. Thereafter, throughout those critical 
years of stress and strain she looked afcer her brother. Paying 

glowing tribute to her sister, the Quaid once said, "my sister 
was like a bright ray of light and hope, whenever I came back home 

and met her. Anxieties would have been much greater anj rny 
heahh much worse, but for the restraint imposed by her."8 

In 1932, sh.: joined the Quaid-i-Azam-· in London who had . 
remained there after the second session of the Round Table Con-
ference.· When the All-In:iia Muslim League was being reorganised, . . . . 
Miss Fatima Jinnah was taken as member of the Working Co·nmjttee 
of the Bombay Provincial Muslim League. In 1938, she was 

nomin_ated a member of the Wqmen's Central Sub~C\?mmi ttee of the 
All-India Muslim League, and worked in that c:ipacity u n1il 1947. 

In March 1940, she attended the Lahore session of the Muslim 

League. It was chiefly due to her intitiative that the All-India 
Muslim Women Students Federation was organised in February 1941 

at Delhi. 

During the mass transfer of population in 1947, she gave an ins­

piring lead to Muslim \Vomen and lost no tin1e in forming the 
Women's Relief Committee which later formed ,he nuc'.eus for the All­
Pakistan Women 's As:,ociation.9 Referring to the relief work done by 

------
8, Hector Bolitho, Jinnah, Creator of Pakistan, London, 1964, p. 16. 

9. Begum Shaista S. Jkramullllh, 

p. 9S, 
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the Muslim women at Karachi under the personal supervision of 

Miss Fatima Jinnah, G .Allana writes, when news of Muslims' suffer­
fogs real ht:d Karachi, "the women of Karachi rose to this occasion, 
and un,· er ·the leadership of Miss Fatima Jinnah, they collected woollen 

blao kets aod warm clothes in thousands to be rushed by plane to 
the camps in D~lhi. " 10 About the supply of food amongst the 
refugees, he adds, "the women of · Karachi undertook to supply this . . 

want, and tons of cooked food was on i~s way to Delhi by plane 

every day." 11 

. 

She was held in high esteem by the people of Pakistan and 
by her brother, the Quaid-i-Azam, who while speaking to his 

. 
Military Secretary, Col. Birnie ''spoke of his debt to his sister for 

her long years of devotion to him, and for the way in which she 

liad helped to lead the women of Pakistan towards emancipa .. 

tion. " 12 

_Despite her old age, Miss Fatima Jinnab continued to h~lp the 

social arid educational associations. Throughout her life she remain­

ed a selfless and sincere worker for the cause of Pakistan and the 
. . - . 

good of its people. 'DJring the illness of the Quaid, she remained 
passionately attached to her brother, spending most of her time in 

nursing and feeding him. In the words of Lt. Ahmad, one of the A.O .. 
• 

C's. , of the Quaid-i-Azam, "Miss Fatima Jinnah who for years had 
.been the Quaid's sole companion and who shared with the people 
of Pakistan their fanatical love for him, in these days of ill-health 

. . 
looked after the Quaid-i-Azam with an affection and devotion ·which 
only a sister is capable of." 13 

10, G. Alll\N, Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah, The Story of a Nation, Lahore, 
.1967, p. $12. 

11: Ibid. 

12. Hoctor Bo.Ht.bo, op. cit., ,p. 209. 

13. Qua/~,4~ 1/nlfalt, The S1or, of a N(iltion , p. 523, 
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After the death of the Quaid-i-Azam, she often issued 
important statements on important occasions as reminders to the 

nation of the ideals on which Pakistan had been established. In . . 
1965, she contested the Presidential election against Field­
Marshal Muhammad Ayub Khan but was unsuccessful. 

Due to_ her selfless work for .Pakistan, the nation conferred_ 
upon her .th: title of Madr-i-Millat (mother of .the nation). She died 
on~ July 1967 at Karachi. 

----

Fatima Be111111 

Fatima Begum, dau1hter -of ~taulvi Mahbub Alam, editor of 
Paisa Akhbar, was born in February 1890 at Labore. She received 
early education under the supervision of her father and later 
studying· privately passed the Munshi Fazil and the Matriculation 
Examination of the University of the Punjab . 

. In 1921, Fatima Begum was married to Raja Abdul Aziz, 
younger brother of Raja Jahandad Khan~ Rais of Khanpur of the 
Hazara District. 

Fatima Begum started her practical life as a teacher in the 
Lady McLagan College, Lahore. In 1930, she was appointed 

. . . . 
Inspectress of Urdu Schools for Girls in the Bombay Municipal 
Corporation. She was a keen supporter of the Muslim women's 
educational, social and cultural advancement to which she·devoted 
her whole life and, later donated her property. 

She was a regular contributor to a number of women's 
newspapers and journals. The famous Urdu new .. paper, Sharif Bibi, 
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Was published from Lahore under her guidance from 1913 to 1919.14 

Her other journalistic achievement was the new,;pap:r KJ,atoon. In 
1937, she founded Islamia College for Girls in the vicinity of Nawan 
Kot,15 and a High School for Girls in 1944 at Lahore. 

She ,vas one of the founder members of the Anjuman-i­
Khawatin-i-Islam and worked as its first Secretary.16 She was 
closely associated with the All-India Muslim Women's Conference 

' 

and was also an active memb:r of the All-India Women's ConJerence. 
She ,vas an ardent supporter of the Punjab Provincial Muslim 
Women's League from the day it was set up at Lahore by Begum 
Shah Nawaz in 1935. 

In l :138, she s· rongly supported the formation of the Women's 
Central Sub-Committee at the All-India Muslim League session at 
Patna and was for many years the General Secretary of Jhe Punjab 
Provincial Wo1nen's Sub-Committee. 

In April 1941, Fatima Begum was taken on the Central Sub­
Cominittee and in May 1641, she was appointed a member of the 

Working Commitiee of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League. 1' The 
following month, she was taken on the Enquiry Commi.iiee appoin~ed 
to investigate into the Bha wani disturbances. 18 

In April 1943, Fatima Begum was again nominated on the Central 
Sub-Committee and later worked zealously for the Bengal Relief 
Fund. During the elections of 1946, she arranged several ga!herings 
of Muslim women and urged them to vote for Pakistan. -. . 

--·---
14. Faiim1 Begum, Hajj·i-Baitullah (Urdu), {4hore, 1959, p. 12. 

15. lnqilab, 9 October 1937. 

16. The P,1.'.:lstan TimeJ <Daily) La}lore, 14 December 1958. 

17. lnqllab , 31 May 1941. 

18. Ibid, 12 Iune 1941. 
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After the elections, she went to Bihar to help the refugees and 

broµght many of them to Lahore. She made arrangements for their 

rehabilitation and donated some land for building quarters for them. 

Throughout the struggle for independence, she stood firm 
behind the League and helped in the political awakening of the 

Muslim women. She made ex '.ensive tours of the Province and 

popularised the objective of the Muslim League. She played a 
remarkable role in the awakening of the Muslim women in the 

N .-W.F.P. and later during the civil disobedience movement there. 
When the agitation began against the Khizr Ministry in the Punjab, 

she led women processions and was one of the few women leaders to 

have shared the J:ionour of imprisonment. 

During the partition riots, she fre~ly moved round the affect,.: 

areas to look after the horror-stricken people, and at the time of 

the mass transfer of the population, she took up the task of helping 
the refugees. She died on I December 1958. 

Feroze Ba■o, (Begam Abdul Wahid). 

Feroze Dano, daughter of Dr. Ohulam Muhammad, was born 

in Amritsar District in 1899. She was educated .in Kabul 

where her father was working as the personal physician of Her 
Highness the Queen of Afghanistan. 

In 1914, Feroze Dano was married to Shaikh Abdul Wahid, a 

businessman of Amritsar. She · started taking part in the activities 
of the Muslim League in early forties and helped a good deal in the 

enhancement of the Peshawar branch of the Provincial Sub­

committee. As President of the District Sub-Committee, she worked 

enthusiasiically in bringina a larae number of Pathan women under 
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the League banner and took keen interest in establishing a 
in districts like Naushehra, number of primary 

Charsada, etc. 
committees 

During the 1946 ElectiQns, she supported the Muslim League 
candidates. Later she took active part in the civ:I disobeJiep::e · 
movement in the N .-W.F.P. As discussed previously, Begum Wahid 
led the first women proce:sion brought out from her house at 
Pesha\\ar, and gave a remarkable lead to the Frontier women in 
launching a forceful agitation against Dr. Khan Sahib's Ministry. 

During referendum, !-he along with other women volunteers, 

arranged me:ting~, address:d ga_therings and ur~ed the Patban 
woruc:u to vute for Pakistan. 

- - - -

Geed Ara, (Begum Bashir Ahmad). 

Begum Geeti Ara Bashir Ahm1d, daughter of Sir M uh am mad 
Shafi, was born in August 1899. She received her early education at 
home and later joined the Queen Mary College, Lahore, from where 
she matriculated. In 1917, she was married to Miao Bashir Ahmad. 

She was one of the active workers of the Anjuman-i-Khawatin­
i-Islam. During the Balkan Wars, she actively participated in the 

I 

Muslim women gatherings and collected funds. She also wo1 ked on 
the various women committees appointed by the Anjuman-i-Himayat­
i-Islam, Lahore. She was a member of the All-India Muslim Women's 
Conference and Finance Secretary of the provincial branch of the 

All-India Women's Conference. , 

In 1939, she was taken on the Working Committee of the 
Punjab Provi,icial Muslim Women's Sub-Committee and was later 
elecJed i,s President. 
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During the 1946 Elections, she toured from place to place for 
propagating the League cause and through the press by issuing 
statements to women to vote for Pakistan. 

During the civil disobec' ience movement, she organised and 
led several women processions and during the time of the mass 
transfer of population, she worked as President of the Lahore 

Women's Refugee Relief Committee. 

----

Hasan Ara Begum, (Begum Hakim). 

Hasan Ara Begum was born in about tl:e year. 1890-1 in the 
British Guiana where her father was running a business concern . 

. 
She received the traditional educa~ion at home under the super-
vision of her father. 

In 1906, her parents left Guiana and settled in Calcutta. 
The following year, Hasan Ara was married to Muhammad Mukhlas­
ur-Rahman Abut Hakim, a landlord of Calcutta. In 1910, she 
became a member of the National Ind1an Association Club and later 
took keen interest in the formation of the All-India Muslim Women's 
Conference, founded by the Begum of Bhopal. It was due to her 
untiring efforts that a branch of the Conference was established in 

Calcutta. In. 1927, Begum Hakim joined the All-India Women's 
Conference. 

She was the pioneer in starting female social gatherings such 
as meena bazars in .Calcutta which gave an opportunity to purdah 

· observing ladies to tnter into conversation and parleys of personal 
and social nature with one another. 

The Begum was the first woman Honorary Magistrate in 
·catcutta in· the late twenties and performed her duties deligently 
mixing up with men, keeping herself jn veil throughout her life. 
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By thirtees, she started taking part in the League activities 
and was taken on the Women's Central Sub-Committee in 1941 and 
helped in strengthening the Provincial Sub-Committee of which she 
was a leading member since its formation. Two years later, she 
was again nominated on the Central Sub-Committee and during this 
period she worked incessantly for the famine-stricken people in 
Bengal. She made donations, collected food, clothes, medicines, 
etc., for the suffering people. About this time she also founded an 
orphanage known as Bait-ul-Atfal, at Calcutta which was shifted to 
Dacca after independence. 

She made a number of tours in the Province popularising the 
League cause and helped in enrolling a large number of Muslim 
women in the Mu:lim League. In 1945, she toured the N.-W.F. 
Province as a delegate of the Central Sub-Committee for the League 
election campaign. The following year, she went to Bibar where 
she helped the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee in its relief work. 

During partition she supervised the women refugee relief 
. . . . 

committees working for the penniless and disabled people. 

Jabaa Ara, (Begum Shah Nawaz). 

Begum Jahan Ara Shah Nawaz, daughter of Sir Muhammad 
Shafi, was born in April 1896. She was educated at the Queen Mary 
College, Lahore and was married to Miao Shah Nawaz, Bar-at-Law, 
in 1911. With the emergence of the All-India Muslim Women's 
Conference, she started working for it tirelessly, and it was mainly 
at her instance that the organisation passed a resolution against 
polygamy in its session held at Lahore in 1918. She was associated 
'with the Educational and Orphanage Committees of the Anjuman-i­
Himayat-i-Islam, Lahore. She was an active member of the All­
India Women's Conference and remained Prc~ident of its provincial 
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branch for seven years. She was Vice-President of the Central 
Committee of the All-India Women's Conference as well. . . . 

Besides being a member of the Labore . Municipal Committee, 
· she was ·associated with. several hospit~is, maternity and cb1ld. welfare 

committees. She was a Senator of the · t.Jniversi.ty of the ·Punjab . 
. She was the first woman to be elected as Vice-Presideat of the 42nd 
Social Reform Conference held at Lahore in 1929. She worked 
as Vice~President of Provincial Executive and member of. the All-

. India Indian General Committee of the Red Cross Society.· She 
was a woman delegate to the Round Table Conference and was 
member of Indian delegation which appeared before Joint . Select 
Committee. In 1935, she founded the Punjab Provincial Muslim 

. ·Women~s League. lo 1937, • she was elected a member . of the 

.Punjab Legislative Assembly, and was appointed Parliamentary 
Secretary for Education, Medical ~elief and Public Health.. In 1938, . . 

she was taken on the Women's Central Sub-Committee of the All-
. India · Muslim League. Jn 1942, she was appointed a member of the 
: National Defence Council by tpe Government of India ·and · -was 

expelled from the All-India Muslim League~ ,vhcn .&~e refused · to 
: abide by the decision of the League, that the Lcag~e members should 
. resign. from the Defence Council. 

In 1946, she rejoined the League, lJrid · was electe<l a 
·member of the Punjab · Assembly. In· the same year she was sent 
:along with M.A.H. Ispahani on a good-will mission to the U.S.A. to 
explain the Muslim League point of view. 19 · During the civil ·disobc­
dience movement in the Punjab in 1947, she played an important role 
-and was arrested along with other Muslim League leaders. 

---- • 

. 
. 19, The Eastern Ti1t1eI, 27 November 1946 ; . Ncrwa•i· H'aqt, 19 ~mbcr 

1946. 
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Begum Mumtaz Jamal 
. . 

Begum Mumtaz Jamal, daughter of Taj Muhammad Khan, 

was born in October 1926 at Peshawar. She received her early 
education at the Lady Griffith High S:hool and graduated from St. 
Executor Convent College, Peshawar. 

With the formation of the Provin: ial Women's Sub-Committee . . 
of the Muslim League, Begum Mumtaz Jamal joined it as Pro-
paganda Secretary. During the League election campaign, Begum 
Mumtaz Jamal played a distinguished role in support of the League 
candidates and in popularising the League objectives in the N.-W.F. 
Province. , 

In 1946, the Provincial Women's Sub-Committee was re-organi­
sed, and she became Secretary <>f the Sub-Committee. She, however, 
continued as Propaganda S~cretary as well. 

-
When the Punjab civil . disobedience movement against the 

Khizr Ministry . had its repurcussions on the N.-W.F.P., Begum 
Mumtaz Jamal led the women with remarkable sense of leadership 

· and·. arranged · several meetings of women in the Province urging 
them to take active part in the movement. She herself led most of the . 

· · processions and al.so organised an 'Action Committee' comprising 
leading workers. to act as vanguard of the · movement in the Frontier 

·Province. About the same time the Women's National Guard of the 
Muslim League was brought into being iii the province and Begum 
Mumtaz Jamal w~s appointed its Satar. 

In April 1947, when Lord Mountbatten visited the N.-W.F.P., 
she joined a deputation of women which was to place their grievances 
before the Viceroy. She along with other women leaders met the 
Governor as well and urged him to dismiss the Frontier Ministry. . . .. . 

· : During the -referendum, 
in favour of Pakist&Q.. 
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In 1947, she was married to Major Khurshid Anwar, the 
Chief Salar of the Muslim League National Ouar.d. 

---

Nasrat Khan1m, (Lady Abd■llab· Harou). 

She is the daughter of Dr. Haji Khan and was born in 1896 
in Iran. Later, her parents migrated to India and settled in Karachi 
where in 1914, she was married to Seth (later Sir) Abdullah Haroon. 
She took keen interest in female education and other social problem!. 
To educate Muslim girls she started a school at her home and also 
founded a female organisation, known as Anjuman•i-Khawatin, to 
improve the conditions of women in Sindh. 

In 1919, she entered the political field and worked as an arde~t 
supporter·or the Khilafat Movement in her Province. After tho 
failure of the Khilaf at Movement, she did not end her aetivities 
but continued to work for the women's uplift. With tho openina of 

the franchise ques~ion, she opened a new fronJ Jo protect women's 
rights. 

In 1938, she was nominated on the Women•s Central Sub• 
\ 

Committee of the All-India Muslim League and was also olectod Prtsi• 
dent of ~he Sindp Provincial Women'.s Sub-Committoe. Actual11 thf 

formation of the Sindh Provincial Sub-Committ~e was due to tbd 
efforts of Lady Abdullah Haroon who worked incessalttlt fot 
bringing Muslim women under · the banner of the League, She wa• 
also taken on the Working Committee of ~he Provincial Muslim 
League and during the 1946 Elections; she• worked indefatigably.for 

· the League. 
. 

Apart from her activities as President of the Provincial 
Women's Sub-Committee, she worked as Treasurer of the Women's 
Cenital Sub-Commlttee. In 1943'."'44• she was. elec~ed President 

of the Central Sub-Commi~~ee and held Jhis office until 1947 • 
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-
· She was a very successful housewife in whom· het husband 

found all he longed for. He once admitted that' "his wife bad a 
great share in making him what he was ; Nusrat had completed his 
life and be was the happiest, luckiest and most contented man on . . 

ear,th. " 20 

----

Ra'ana, (Begum Llaqaat All Klaan). 

Begum Ra'ana Liaquat Ali Khan was born at Almora.in. the 
United Provinces and was educated at Naini Tai, and Lucknow from 
where she graduated in 1927. In M.A. Economics from the Univers­
ity of·Lm:koow she secured first class Honours in 1929 . and later 
completed the Teacher's Diploma Course from the Diocesan College,. 
Calcuita • 

. . S~e began her practical life as a teacher in Jhe Gokhale . . . ' . . . 

Memorial School, Calcutta, and later she moved to Delhi where she 
was appointed Professor of Economics in the lndraprasJba Girls' 
College. 

In April 1933, she was married to Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
Khan _and went to Europe for honeymoon. It was in London that 
she and her bu~band persuaded the Quaid-i-Azam to reJurn to 
India. 

After the reorganisation of the Muslim League, she devoted 
herself to the task · of creating political consciousness amongst 
Muslim women and during the struggle for independence she was 
always found in the-forefront. Campbell-Johnson, while discussing 

- ·-----
20. A. M. Ahmad Shafi (of Lahoro), Haji Sir Abdoo/Q Haroon,..4 Blo1r11phy. 

Karachi, n. d. p. 36. . 
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the role of prominent women in Indian aft'airs oonsidered her one 
of the formidable personalities, ''whose ambition and interests · 
measure up to those of their respective menfolk. "2t 

----

Salma Mal.muda, (B<a•m Tasadduque Husain). 

Salma Mahmuda, daughter of Mian Fazal Ilahi Bedil, was 
born in August 1908 at Oujranwala. Brought up and educated in 
the best traditions of a respectable Gakkhar family , and in a scholarly 
atmosphere the Begum, early in life, began to understand the value . . . 
of art and literature. In 1922, she was married to Dr. Tasadduque 
Husain, Bar•at-Law. 

Even after her marriage she continued to study and passed the · 
B.A. examination from the University of tl\e Punjab; With the 
formation of the Punjab Provincial Women's Sub-Committee, she: 

became its most active member and in 1940, she was elecied one of 

its Secretaries. She helped in founding girls' primary schools and' 
industrial homes at Labore. 

In 1941, she was nominated on the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League and in the following year, she was elected Secretary 

of the Punjab Provincial Women's Sub-Committee. In April 1943, 

the Begum was taken on the Central Sub-Committee of the All-Jndia 
Muslim League. She played a leading part in the Bengal Relief Fund 
Committee. In 1944, she was nominated member of the Wotking 
Committee of ihe Punjab Provincial Muslim League.22 

She rendered valuable services during the elections of 1946 and 
also successfu11i>' contested on the Muslim League ticket for the 

------
21. Campbell-Johnaon. op. cit.,p. ISO 

22. The Easttrn Timts, 1 November 1944. 
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Punjab Provincial Assembly seat from the inner Labore constituency 
winning by an overwhelming majority of votes. The same year 

she was again taken on the Working Committee of the Punjab Pro­
vincial Muslim League.23 I 

. 
She worked very bard during the Bihar riots, helping the 

Bihar refugees in their camps, and staying for nearly two months in 
the affected area. She brought refugees from Bihar and provided 

accommodation to many of them at her residence. 

In 1947, during the civil disobedience movement, as Secretary 

of the Women's Sub-Committee, she was heavily occupied with the 
organisation and management of ·women's processions. She partici• 

pated in some processioes and was eventually arrested along with 
Muslim League members of the Punjab Assembly. Her activities did 

not remain confined to the Punjab, but she also took personal interest 
in the affairs of the other provinces. · When the civil disobedience 
movement sprea~ to the N.-W.F.P., she went there with her colleagues 

I 

and assisted in ihe organisation of processions. 

During the partition riots, she was appointed Refugee Relief 
Secretary in the Provincial Muslim League Office and her duties 

. . 

were to receive the refugees from other areas and make arrangements 
for their boarding and lodging in Walton and other camps. 

In the field of literature, she has attained ·a remarkable posi­

tion as a writer and a poet. Her poems and short stories . have 
appeared in the leading Urdu Journals and the translation of 
'Cleopatra' into Urdu is one of her achievements. 

----

Sayyida Sardar Akhtar, Haidarabadi 

Sayyida Sardar Akhtar, 
Sardar Begum, descends from a 

23. lnqllab, 14 March 1946. 
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a daughter of Sayyid Amir Hasan and was born in 1918. Her father 

died during her childhood and she was brought up by her uncle 
Mahbub Ali Khan. 

She received her early education under the supervision of her 
uncle. In 1932, she was married to Khan Sahib Abdul Gbani Rais 
of Nasirabad (Rajputana). 

At an early age, she displayed interest in poetry and literature. 
She was closely associated with some of women's educational and 
social organisations and frequently attended the sessions of the All­
India Muslim League. In 1937, during the annual session of the 
Provincial Muslim League at Gorakhpur, the title of Khatiba-i-Hind 

was conferred upon her.2• 

_ In 1938, she toured the Middle East, studying the cultural and 

social activities of women in these countries. 

She was a bold, daring and energetic woman. Her eloquence 

and patriotic spirit helped her in becoming President of the Women's 
Central Sub-Committee of the All-India _Muslim League in August 

1939.25 In the same year, she was appointed Nazim Mahaz Jang, U.P., . . 
by _Allama Inayatullah Khan Mashriqi.26 

Through her poems she preached unity to the nation and her 
message spread to every nook and corner of the subcontinent. She 
composed a Muslim League anthem for the · election campaign and 

is also famous for her poem. Na•ara-i-Mujahid. 

----

------
24. Mahbub-ur-Rahman Aur, Khutba-i-lstoqhaliya, Soyyido Akhtar, 

President All-India Muslim Women's League (V.rdu), Banglore, n.d. 

25. Ibid. 

i~ li;>i4, 
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Sbalsta Sabrawudy, (Bepm lkramallab). 

Begum Shaista Suhrawardy Ikramutlah was born to Sir Hasan 

· Suhrawardy in July 1915 at Calcutta. In 1927, she was admitted in the 

· Loreto House, a Convent School at Calcutta. Later, she graduated 

from the University of Calcutta and became associated with the 

King's College, London, and the School of Oriental Studies, London . 
. 

· By this time she was married to M. Ikramullah of the Indian Civil 

· Service. 

Her interest in politics dates from the late twenties when she 

delivered her first public speech in a small gathering of women at 

Calcutta held in connection with the execution of two young men 

namely Amir Ali and Abdullah who "killed the Hindu author of a 
. 

particularly revolting book called Rangila-Raml."21 Her speech was 
. 

highly emotional and "was tantamount to a criticism and condemna-

tion of the Government." · She soon earned popularity and began to 

take interest in the political affairs of the country. To this effect, 

she got ample opportunities to judge the pros and cons of tho 

various political developments, as her house at Delhi ''was one of the 
. . 

rendezvous of Muslim leaders" where she would listen to politicians 

belonging to various schools of thought. 

In 1940, she joined the Muslim League and took utmost pains 

in popularising its aims and objects. Her work as a member of the 

Women's S.ub-Committee received considerable appreciation in 

political circles. In 1941, she organised and founded the All-India 
. . 

Muslim Women's Students Federation at Delhi. In April 1943, the 

Begum was nominated to the Central Sub-Committee and worked as 

a member of the Council of the All-India Muslim League as well. 
. . 

----·--
27. F,om Pu,dalt to Parliament, op. cit., p. 45. 
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During the elections of 1946, she worked tirelessly and was elected a . 

member of the Legislative Assembly as a Muslim League candi­
date. 

' The Begum, besides her social, educational and cultural activi­

ties, is a highly scholarly person and a gifted story writer. Her articles 

entitled Behind the Veil arc a remarkable exposition of the social life 

of Muslim women in the subcontinent. In spite of her many pre­

occupations and domestic responsibilities she submitted a com­

prehensive 'thesis on The Development of the Urdu Novel and Short 

Story in 1940 and obtained the Doctorate Degree from the University 

of London. 

Her recent literary achievement Froni Purdali to Parliame11t 

gives an idea of her highly sophisticated literary taste and an inter­

esting account of her life. 

----

Shams-a Nibar, (Becam Mabmud). 

She was born at Noakhali, East Bengal, in 1908 and brought 

up in Chittagong from where she started her educational career. In 

1926, she passed the matriculation examination and then graduated 

from the Diocesan College, Calcutta. Later, she did her M.A. witt1 

distinction. After completing her studies she was married to Dr. W. 

Mahmud, Deputy Civil Surgeon, East Bengal. 

She was deeply interested in literature and journalism . and 

helped her brother Mr. Habibullah in editing a high-class monthly 

organ of the cultured Muslim society of Bengal. She is the author 

of numerous books, the most impor.tant of which is Child Psychology • . 

She served a~ a te4,cber in t~; µ<fy Brabo1,1rq~ Colteie, · Calcv~a, 
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and was an active supporter of the educational advancement of 

Muslim women in Bengal. She was a member of the Provincial · 
Advlso~y Board or" women's education and the Teacher's Training 

School and College. The Begum was actively associated with several 

All-India women organisations. She was member of ~he Central 

Executiv·e' Committee of the All-India Women's Conference and 

worked ·as Secretary in its· Calcutta branch. She organised a vigorous 
.. 

campaign in Bengal during the wo:nen·s struggle for franchise. In. 

1936; she represented Muslim women of Bengal at the In~ernational 
Women's Conference. 

She was a member of the Council of the All-India Muslim 

League for sometime and devoted her energies to the awakening of 

Muslim Women's political consciousness in Bengal. She was 

responsible for establishing various primary committees of the Pro• 

vincial Women's Sub-Committee. lo 1944, she became M.B.E. 

During the partition riots, she made commendable coniributions for 

the suffering people. 

----

. S■gbra Begum, (Lady Gbolam Husain Hidayatallab). 

. . 

SugQra Begum, daughter of Khan Yaqub Khan, a big "landlord . . . 

of Sbikarpur, was born in 1904. ·She was brought up in strict 
.r 

purdah ~u~ w.~ gi-ven a liberal education specially in religion ·and in 
. . . 

Urdu, Sipdbi and c!ementry English. She was married in 1919 to 

Shaikh (l~ier Sir) Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah, a prominent poliiical . . 

leader of Sind~. The Begum very wisely aimed her life at helpin; -her 
. . 

husband in hi$ s~ial_ ~nd poliitclµ a<;tivities. · 
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in 1938, she began her political life as worker of the All-I'ndta 

Muslim League and the same year she was taken on the Women's 

Central Sub-Committee. It was due to her efforts that various 

branches of the Provincial Sub-Committee were formed in different 
districts of Sindh such as Haiderabad, Nawab Shah, Dadoo, etc. In 
December I 943, she ,vas elected President of the Women's Recep­
tion Committee on the occasion of the annual session of the All-. 
India Muslim League held at Karachi. 

In February 1947, during the civil disobedience movement, 
the Begum reached Labore and took part in processions, urging the 
Government to accept the League demands. It is believed that the 

grand procession which marched towards the Civil Secretariate by the 

end of February, 1947 was led by Begum Hidayatullah. It was on 

the same day when the Muslim League flag was hoisted on the 

Secretariat building by Fatima Sughra. During the partition riots, 

she actively worked in removing the sufferings of the refuaees. H~ 
services in the 'Women's Refugee Relief Committee' were 

commendable. 

----

Viqar-uu-Nisa, (Lady Noon). 

Begum Viqar-un-Nisa Noon, an Austrian by birth, was married 

to Sir Firoz Khan Noon in 1945 and left Delhi for Lahore the same 

year along with her husband af 1er bis resignation in September from 

the Viceroy's Cabinet. This was a period · of mounting ·tension on 

accoun~ of ihe approaching general elections in the subcontinent 

and an effective propaganda for the League had been undertaken 

by lhe Muslim men and women. In Lahore, Begum Viqar-un-Nisa 
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had the opportunity of studying the political situation and public 

opinion very closely because of her husband's leading role in the 

Indian politics. Very soon, realising the gravity of the situation, . 
she resolved to organise an election campaign, and became a member 

of the Punjab Provincial Women's Sub-Committee. In pursuance 

· of the League's cause, she organised a band of girl students and 

other women volunteers and made hasty tours of the major districts 
of the Province propagating the cause of the League. She . played 

an important role in the victory of her husband against Dr. Shaikh 

Muhammad.Alam, Bart-at-La,v. 

During the civil disobedience movement in the _Punjab, Begum 

Noon was one of the leading women leaders responsible for organis­

ing so successfully processions and demonstrations against the 

British-backed Khizr Ministry and courted arres1 on three occasions. 

During the period of mass transfer of population after the 

·partition, when millions of homeless and destitute refugees poured 

in,o Lahore, she rendered invaluable assistance ~o various refugee 

committees and camps. She has been very closely cennected with the 

'Red Cross' for many years and has represented PakisJan on 
• numerous occas1ons. 

Beaam Zari Sarfraz 

. 
Zar Nigar, popularly known as Begum Zari Sarfraz, was born 

in Mardan in July 1923 and is the daughter ot the late Khan Bahadur 

Muhammad Sarfraz Khan. She was educated in the PresenJation 

Convent School, Srinagar. 
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She 1nade her debut in the political field in 1944 by becoming 

a member of the Muslim League. In 1945, she organised Mardan 

District Women's Committee of the Muslim League and later became 

its President. 

She played a remarkable role durin~ the 1946 Elections in 

support of the League and along with other women workers held 

meetings urging women to support the League financially and to 

vote for the League candidates. During the election tours of the 

women delegates of ·the Central Sub-Committee and the Punjab 

Provincial Wom:n's Sub-Committee, she rendered enormous help and 

also played the part of an i'nterpreter in Pusbto during the 

women's gatherings. During the riots in Bihar, she rendered 

meritorious services and drew the admiration of the Quaid. 

In the civil disobedience movement she played a significant 

role in the political awakening of the womenfolk in ·the Frontier 

Province. In the capacity of one of the women l_eaders of ihc 

Province, she gave her fervent support ~o !he League. The unity 

of Pathan women particularly in the District of Mardan and its 

adjacent areas was greatly attributed to her. Begum Zari Sarfraz 

organised several meetings and led numerous processions and was a 

member of the • Action Committee' formed in the Frontier Province. 

On the visit of Lord Mountbatten to Peshawar, the Begum along with 

other women leaders saw the Viceroy and the Governor fo place 

jheir grievances before them. 

During the referendum in the N.-W.F.P. in July 1947, she 
' 

again made several whirlwind tours of various 

Pathan women to vote for the League demand. 

---

places and urged 
• 
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*Ibis popular poem was composed by Munshi Nur-ud-Din Nur 
Ludhianvi during. the Khilafat Movement and published in 1922 from 
Ludhiana. 
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•This poem of Miao Bashir Ahmad was recited for the first time 
in the historic Labore session of the All-India Muslim Leasue QQ 

22 March 1940. 
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•This poem of Mian Bashir Ahmad was rocited at the thirtieth 
session of the All-India Muslim League on 24 April 1943 at Delhi. 
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